
KUWAIT ClJ Y (AFP) —Qu S nates want Iraq to recognise not 
onjy Eowaifs yyvtxtaapxy but also the new border between the 
two efflflJtri® drawn by the Umred Nations, a Kuwaiti foreign 
artistry ofBoat said today. Diplomats from the six Gulf 
CoopaXyoo. ComcO (GCC) states are lobbying the U.N. in New 
York u face Iraq to accept thee demand, sad the official* who 
oot to be named- The GCC states — SaaxG Arabia, Kuwait, 
the UBfled Arab E m ir at es, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman — wanted 
to avoid the ride of Iraq recognising Kuwaiti sovereignty without 
respecting the new border. The GCC wants an official and 
p nwH gvoad Ire y reco gpmoa of Kuwait's sovereignty and hor- 
des," said the Kuwaiti official. GCC stares would only be satisfied 
gift official recognition from the Revohnionary Q^yiman^ Coon- 
oL Iraq's highest authority, ratified by the Iraqi parliament, he 
jgt A- Offlriafc have suggested that Iraq was ready to recognise 
Kowsiti sovereimty before a _U.N. review of an oil embargo 
ifflpnted on Ba gh dad after Iraqi troops invaded Kuwait in August 
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Palestinian killed 
In Fateh turf war 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestinian was 
Slot to iVatb in an apparent 
*?rf war between members of 
I aval security groups within 
-Yasser Ararat’s mainstream 
Fateh, Palestinian sources 
said Sunday. Nidal Hassan 
Khouli, 25, was killed and six 
where wounded during a gun 
battle Saturday in the West 
Bank village of Irtah, said the 
soorces. 'Ibe dispute was be- 
tivemi the Palestinian internal 
intelligence service and 
toother force known as the 
presidential security service 
which were competing for in- 
fluence in the area, they said. 
Khouli was a member of 
presidential security. 

Ubya ships 
aid to Yemen 

Tripoli (ajfp) — Uby* 

has seat 525 tonnes of food 
and medicines to Yemen by 
ship to help those affect ed by 
tire recent two-month civil 
war, the official Libyan news 
agency JANA said Sunday- 
A ship loaded with 500 ton- 
nes of food and 25 tonnes of 
medicines and products 
left Libya Saturday bound for 
Yemen. The United Nations 
has launched a S21.7 million 
appeal for Yemen, which was 
fora by civil war 


By Ayman Al Safedi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turkish Presi- 
dent Suleiman Demirel on 
Sunday ended a one-day visit 
to the Kingdom saying he 
would seek further streng- 
thening of Jordaman-Turkish 
relations and pledging Ank- 
ara’s support for the estab- 
lishment of permanent peace 
in the Middle East. 

• 

Mr. Demirel described as 
“ fruitfu l” talks be held with 
His Majesty King Hussein on 
bilateral ties, the Middle East 
peace process and other re- 
gional developments, saying 
the views the two countries 
bold on these issues are 
“almost identical.” 

Welcoming the Turkish 
president in Jordan as a 
“partner” in the future. King 
Hussein said the two coun- 
tries were committed to work 
together, thanking Turkey 
for its support for Jordan in 
“all fields so that to achieve 
our goals and ambitions” for 
the future. 

Noting Turkey’s involve- 
ment in the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace talks, Mr. Demirel told 
a press conference before de- 
parture from Amman that “I 
cannot tell you anything spe- 
cific (about how Turkey can 
help the peace process) but f? 
we can -be- useful” Turkey 
would not hesitate to offer 
help. 

Mr. Demirel expressed 


support for the developments 
in the Jordanian-Israeti trade 
of the peace talks, describing 
as “a major breakthrough” 
the Washington Declaration 
which was signed by King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Jnly 25. 


was being made in the 
Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions and “the atmosphere is 
good,” adding that no aspect 
of the negotiations was sur- 
prising or gave the impress- 
ion that the talks were not 
proceeding according to sche- 
dule. 

“There is no reason for 
scepticism. It is fairly ob- 
vious, and I have made it 
very dear from the outset 
that all (the problems) cannot 
be resolved overnight. They 
will take time and hard work 
and I believe that this is what 
is happening,” King Hussein 
said in response to a ques- 
tion. 

Responding to a question 
on the situation in Iraq, King 
Hussein said: “We have a 
very serious and continued 
concern for the integrity of 
the land and the alleviation of 
the suffering erf the Iraqi peo-. 
pie.” 

The King said both Jordan 
and Turkey were affected by 
the situation in Iraq, express- 
ing “hope” that Iraq would 
once again play a vital role in 
the region. 

“We hope the situation will 


come to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion, ” King Hussein told re- 
porters at the Royal Palace. 

Urging a quick end to the 
sanctions, Mr. Demirel 
warned thin “if Iraq con- 
tinues to be isolated, its ter- 
ritorial integrity will be hard 
to maintain.” 

Though be stressed Turkey 
would not act alone to end 
the sanctions on Iraq, the 
Turkish president said, “we 
do believe that the sanctions 
should be lifted ... and Iraq 
should be part of the interna- 
tional community.” 

“All the countries want to 
trade with Iraq ... but Turkey 
will not act alone,” Mr. De- 
mirel said in response to a 
question. 

The Turkish president 
warned that the multi-million 
dollar oQ pipeline between 
Iraq and Turkey would be 
destroyed unless the pipeline 
was flushed out soon. He said 
Turkey was seeking U.N. 
approval to flush out the 
pipeline, which contains ab- 
out 11 milli on barrels of oQ, 
and “everybody agrees that 
the pipeline should be 
flushed out.” 

But, be said, the question 
being discussed now is how to 
use the proceeds from the 
sales of the oil in the pipeline. 

Mr. Demirel said Turkey, 
the only Middle Eastern 
country with sufficient water 
supplies, would soon be sell- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli cabinet approves 
W. Bank handover deal 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's government on Sun- 
day unanimously approved a 
pact handing over five areas 
of authority in the West Bank 
to Palestinians but a weekend 
guerrilla attack fuelled Israeli 
concern at Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
rule. 

Israel said the agreement 
would be signed at Erez, 
Gaza Strip, on Monday 
morning by PLO chief nego- 
tiator Nabxl Shaath and 
Israeli General Danny Roth- 
schild. 

At a cabinet meeting re- 
cess, Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid said Israel de- 
manded the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
natch and handover to Israel 
the militan ts from the Hamas 
movement who killed two 
Israelis on Friday near Tel 
Aviv. 

“There is certainly a de- 
mand Kke that ... I flunk that 
this is the big test for the 


Palestinian authority,” Mr. 
Sarid told Israel radio. 

Mr. Arafat in the past had 
reined in security chiefs keen 
to crack down on militants. 
On Saturday the Palestinian 
authority he heads conde- 
mned Friday’s attack and said 
the killers would be tracked 
down. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin vowed mean- 
while to press ahead with 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians despite Friday’s lading, 
officials said. 

Mr. Rabin also ruled out 
sealing off the Gaza Strip and 
the west Bank in the wake of 
the attack, during the weekly 
cabinet meeting. 

The cabinet unanimously 
approved the deal transfer- 
ring civilian powers to 
Palestinians in the rest of the 
West Bank — despite a call 
from the rightwing opposi- 
tion Likud to freeze the 
handover after Friday’s 
attack. 

Mr. Rabin told ministers 


Sunday that employers who 
took on illegal Palestinian 
workers should be arrested. 

Military roadblocks were 
set up along the road be- 
tween Khan Yunis and 
Rafah, and soldiers with lists 
of suspects searched cars on 
Sunday. 

Palestinian police also car- 
ried out identity checks in 
Rafah refugee camp. 

Palestinian Justice Minister 
Freij Abu Medein on Sunday 
condemned the attack and 
said action would be taken to 
track down the perpetrators. 

Mr. Medein told Israeli 
radio: “I am not happy with 
what happened in Ramie, it is 
a bad sign. The extremists on 
both sides will continue to try 
to harm the peace process, 
and we bave to struggle 
against them.” 

Asked if the Palestinian 
police would take action to 
find the militants responsible, 
he said: “Yes, it is their duty 

(Coutfamed on page 7) 


Full-blown row erupts 
between Algeria, Morocco 


Combined agency dispatches 

SIMMERING TENSION 
between Maghreb African 
neighbours Algeria and 
Morocco has erupted into a 
full-blown dispute over entry 
visas, with Algeria closing the 
border and newspapers on 
both sides trading insults. 

With diplomats predicting 
that the nft wffl further set 


Moroccan newspapers 
finked the dispute to a bloody 
campaign by Muslim fun- 
damentalists across the bor- 
der in Algeria to introduce a 
purist Islamic state. 

The downturn in relations 
followed remarks by Alge- 
rian President Liamine 
Zeroual earlier tins week cri- 
ticising Morocco’s seizure of 
the disputed Western Sahara. 

There is still an “illegally 


back dreams of a Maghreb occupied country” in Africa, 

common market, Algeria's Mr . Zeroual said referring to 
newspapers reacted angrily the area over which the two 
on Sunday to Morocco’s dea- countries camedose to figfat- 
sion to demand entry visas, mg a war m 1975, as Algiers 


newspapers reacted angrily 
on Sunday to Mor occo ’s deci- 
sion to demand entry visas. 

One Algerian newspaper 
accused King Hassan of 
trying to humiliate Algenans. 
Others took the debate furth- 
er by denouncing smuggling 
of arms, drugs and “other 
subversive items” across the 
border from Morocco. 

“Everything points to...- 
the risk of a ropwre of di- 
plomatic relations between 
the two countries,” the dairy 
Le Matin said. __ 


backed pro-independence 
Sahrawis pitted against 
Moroccan forces. 

Algeria and Morocco went 
briefly to war in 1963, soon 
after Algerian independence, 
over a border dispute. 

Algeria protested police 
roundups, bullying and 
harassment of its nationals in 
Morocco in the escalating dis- 
pute. 

The protest came a day 


after Algeria announced the 
“temporary” closure of the 
land border with Morocco 
following tit-fbr-tat orders by 
both countries requiring en- 
try visas for each other’s 
nationals. 

Morocco imposed the con- 
trols first, after two Algerians 
were arrested Friday and ac- 
cused of plotting attacks 
against banks, the security 
forces and citizens. 

Morocco arrested the pair 
dining a manhunt for robbers 
with Algerian . accents who 
sprayed the lobby of a Mar- 
rakesh hotel with gunfire on 
Wednesday, killing two 
Spanish tourists. 

Algeria’s Foreign Ministry 
summoned Morocco’s 
ambassador Sunday to for- 
mally protest “harassment” 
suffered by Algerians in 
Morocco. 

Algerian media have re- 
ported accounts of indiscri- 
minate sweeps by Moroccan 

(Continued on page 7) 



Turkish President Suleiman Demirel gestu r es 
as he answers a question during ■ jotot press 
conference Rb Majesty King Hussein held 


with him after a brief visit Mr. Demirel paid to 
Jordan on Sunday (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Jordanian moves help 
peace process — King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Sunday progress on the 
Jordanian track of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks would 
push the Middle East peace 
process forward. 

In an interview with the 
Qatari News Agency (QNA), 
the King also voiced hope 
that positive developments 
would be achieved on the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of the peace process. 

The King stressed that the 
Arab parties concerned had 
ail started from the same 
point and at the same time in 
j a serious endeavour to estab- 
lish a just, comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the re- 
gion. 

The King described the be- 
ginning of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace talks as good, 
adding that there were no 
negative things despite the 
impression that toe first 
round of talks did not yield 
results. 

“Practically, the first round 
of Jordanian-Israeli talks 
have yielded results in terms 
of agreement on the metho- 
dology of work during the 
forthcoming stages, particu- 
larly in relation to issues deal- 
ing with the delineation of 
boundaries and environ- 
ment,” the King said. 

King Hussein described the 
talks 1 atmosphere as positive 
and good. 

The King said Egypt, 
which used to lead the Arab 
Nation and Arab armies dur- 


ing most of their battles, had 
pursued the path erf peace 
and so had the Pales tinian*. 

The King said the opportu- 
nities available for the Sy- 
rians and the Lebanese, con- 
sidering their very special re- 
lationship, “are more than 
those available to us.” 

“It does not make sense for 
us to wait until all issues are 
resolved because tins co unt ry 
is taigetted and has suffered 
and tolerated more than any 
other country,” he said. 

The King said Jordan had 
the option to have gone foster 
than others, but end not use 
that option. 

King Hussein said progre s s 
or lack of it was linked to the 
sitnation of the other Arab 
countries involved in the 
peace process. 

King Hussein said the next 
stage in the peace process is a 
battle of a different kind 
seeking to achieve a compre- 
hensive peace “which we 
have worked for and started 
from the same point.'’ 

Jordan provided an 
umbrella to the Palestinian 
people to speak on their own 
behalf and act according to 
their own wish until they 
charted their own path, 
“which we blessed and sup- 
ported,” the King said. 

Following that Jordan 
started discussing its own 
isSues, including territorial 
and water rights and the right 
of Jordanians to live a de- 
cent life, he said. 

The King stressed the unity 
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King 
heads for 
Germany. 
France 

AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor hew to 
Bonn on *' •- Jay for a iwo- 
dpv - jib! vi*.., to be fol- 
lou.-d by talks with President 
Francois Mitterrand in Paris. 

The King would first dis- 
cuss the Middle East peace 
process and bilateral ties with 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and other leaden Mon- 
day. 

He will travel to France 
Tuesday for talks with Mr. 
Mitterrand and Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur 
Wednesday mainly focusing 
on the peace procsss. 

He is also due to meet 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard and Economy Minis- 
ter Edmond Alphandery. 

The King is accompanied 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid. Political Advisor 
Marwan Al Qassetn, Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Al Hassan and Mimster 
of Industry and Trade Kima 
Khaiaf. 

The King was seen off at 
the airport by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, Princes Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein and Rashed Ben Al 
Hassan and other members 
of the Royal family, speakers 
of Partiament, cabinet minis- 
ters and other senior officials 
and high-ranking army offic- 
ers in addition to the charge 
d'affaires at the German and 
French embassies in Amman. 

Prince Hassan was sworn 
in as Regent prior to the 
King’s departure. 

In an interview with the 
Qatari News Agency (QNA) 
before his departure, King 
Hussein said: "We hope both 

J ovemments will support 
ordan in these times, espe- 
cially in removing our debts.” 
Jordan owes Germany 
around $410 million and 
France $570 million. Those 
are pan of Jordan's total 
debts of $4 billion to the Paris 
Club of creditor nations. 

Washington is writing off 
$220 million in Jordanian 
debts this year and promised 
to write off an additional 
$4(2 million later. 

President Clinton has 
pressed European creditor 
nations to follow suit. Britain 
has since written off $100 
million of Jordanian debt. 


of the Jordanian family 
irrespective of origins and 
birthplace. 

“Jordan is the home of free 
men, it is the country to 
which Arab brethren and 
others have turned in diffe- 
rent eras and circumstances,” 
be said. 

The King added that Jor- 
dan would conti n ue to be a 
home for the “nrahajireen 
and Ansar”. 

Those who immigrated 
with the Prophet and those 
who supported him after 
migration from Mecca to 
Medina to spread the mes- 
sage of Islam “until circumst- 
ances allow any one to select 
between staying or leaving by 
his own volition.” 

The King warned against 
any attempts to tamper with 
national unity. 

On Jordan's relations with 
Arab countries. King Hus- 
sein said relations with Qatar 
and Oman were excellent, 
adding that relations with 
other Arab countries were cm 
the way to normalcy. 

The King said Jordan’s re- 
lations with Qatar were based 
on solid grounds, mutual con- 
fidence and genuine desire to 
achieve cooperation. 

The King expressed regret 
over tbe failure to convene an 
Arab summit, “particularly 
at these critical and difficult 

rjrni nwtaivw ** ■ 

King Hussein voiced hope 
that the suffering of Iraqi 

(Continued on page 7) 


Dead Sea negotiations advance 
Jordan Valley development plans 


Combined agency dispatches 

JORDANIAN AND 
ISRAELI delegates ended 
talks at the Dead Sea Spa 
hotel on Sunday, their first 
on Jordanian soil since the 
two neighbours signed a pact 
last month ending a 46-year 
state of war. 

More than 10 committees 
of experts discussed issues 
ranging from trade and tour- 
ism to security and water to 
keep up momentum in their 
talks and deal with minute 
details to ensure a final peace 
treaty lasts. They will resume 
talks on Monday. 

Jordan's chief delegate 
Fayez Al Tarawneh told re- 
porters the U.S.- Jordanian- 
Israeli committee which also 
met agreed to have “terms of 
reference” in place by the 
end of September for a joint 
multi-billion-dollar master 
plan to develop the Jordan 
Rift Valley separating their 
countries. 

“Hopefully we can proceed 
from there to put together 
the master (dan which will 
take a long time (to imple- 
ment)," be said. 

In this respect, the three 
delegations discussed a 
permanent road that would 
link Israel, Egypt and Jordan 
but no fixed location or route 
has been agreed on yet, said 
Dr. Tarawneh, who noted 
that the crossing point that 
was opened near Aqaba last 
month was temporary pend- 


ing the opening of a perma- 
nent route. 

He said that the trilateral 
committee was due to discuss 
cooperation m tourism and 
marketing of tourist attrac- 
tions and cooperation in the 
field of technical aid and in- 
frastructure for schemes. 

According to Dr. Taraw- 
neh, subjects related to banks 
and commerce are listed on 
tbe agenda of the two-day 
meeting. “There is a good 
prospect for cooperation in 
this field because of the U.S. 
representation in tbe same 
committee,” he added. 

Referring to combating 
drugs, Dr. Tarawneh said 
that the subject had been 
discussed in the previous 
meetings but tbe committee 
would resume its discussion 
and the American side had 
promised assistance to both 
sides. 

Asked whether he was 
optimistic about reaching 
tangible progress Dr. Taraw- 
neh said that the delegations 
were “determined to attain 
that goal,” noting that the 
talks would also include wa- 
ter, demarcation of borders, 
security and occupied lands. 

These are basic issues and 
for Jordan they are among 
the top priorities in the cur- 
rent negotiations which will 
continue in Washington on 
Aug. 31, said Dr. Tarawneh, 

“When we speak of a fu- 
ture peace treaty,” Dr. 
Tarawneh added, “it should 


be comprehensive, providing 
dear solutions for all these 
problems.” 

Tbe Israeli side has yet to 
present its views concerning 
tbe demarcation of borders 
and, hopefully this will be 
(tone daring the current ses- 
sion, Dr. Tarawneh said. 

Referring to the water 
issue. Dr. Tarawneh said the 
three sides had reached a 
common agreement on dis- 
cussing this issue as provided 
for in the joint statement that 
followed the meetings at 
Wacfi Araba in July. 

“In discussing the water 
resources, whether those of 
the Jordan or the Yarmouk 
River or the underground 
water resources, we have first 
to define each party's shares 
in figures and decide on the 
manner in which the water 
will reach Jordan,” Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 

On tourism, be said that 
the three sides have visual- 
ised practical steps for coop- 
eration in tourism. 

The Jordanian private 
tourist sector will on Monday 
submit ideas to the Israeli 
side about promoting coop- 
eration in this regard. 

Talks last week on Israel’s 
side of the Dead Sea ended 
with few tangible results 
apart from a deal allowing 
Jordan to export S30 million 
worth of goods to Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank. 

But tbe two sides did start 
to tackle specific issues. 


Talks at Jordan's Dead Sea 
Hotel were held amid tight 
security. 

The bilateral committees 
will hold regular meetings on 
both sides to thrash out de- 
tails for presentation to the 
chief delegates at their next 
main meeting on Oct. 10. 

Israel's chief delegate 
Elyakim Rubensiein said 
Israel was interested in de- 
veloping joint projects to 
make new water available. 
“The main problem of water 
is that there is not enough for 
everybody and that is why 
every side is so cautious oa 
the (water) allocation.'* 

Eitan Bentsour, deputy 
director general of the Israeli 
foreign ministry, said the 
Jordanian-Israeli accord 
allowing $30 million worth of 
Jordanian products to the 
West Bank would have be- 
neficial results on the Palesti- 
nians living there. 

Mr. Bentsour told the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
that the accord represented 
one positive outcome of the 
Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, noting that flic two 
sides were hoping to clinch 
other agreements after 
reaching a final peace agree- 
men'. 

Referring to the Dead Sea 
talks, Mr. Bentsour said; “It 
is a matter of time before real 
progress will be achieved.” 

But he admitted that the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cairo says Muslim critics of 
conference misled by Vatican 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyp- 
tian authorities have stepped 
up the war of words agai n st 
Muslim fundamentalists 
opposed to the U.N. worid 
population conference, 
accusing them of being mis- 
led by the Vatican. 

Egytian Population Minis- 
ter Maher Mahran said die 
fundamentalists “never read” 
the draft working document 
for the conference which they 
had bitterly attacked. 

His accusation came as the 
outlawed A1 Gamaa A1 Isla- 


mLyah (Islamic Group) 
warned foreigners Saturday 


to stay away from the confer- 
ence, due to be held in Cairo 
from Sept. 5 to 13, and 
claimed the murder' of a 
Spanish teenager. 

The fundamentalists “got 
their information from thhe 
writings and its 
attack o.i the conference,” 
said Mr. Mahran. 

‘Inc TI .N.'s “poor transla- 
tion,” of the resolution 
into Arat. Jso £ ^ to 

inflame the Muslims « -gur. 

The conference is expected 
to be attended by 20,CKK> de- 
legates from more than lj 
countries, including heads ol 
state or government. 

The Egyptian government 
hoped that by hosting the 
conference it could promote 
the image of a peace-loving, 
democratic country and a 
safe tourist destination. 

But its plans were under- 
lined when gunmen attack- 
ed a tourist mini-bus Friday 
near Sohag in southern 
Egypt, killing a 13-year-old 
Spanish boy and wounding 
liis father and mother. 
Gamaa, Egypt’s main armed 
£s!amic militant group, later 
claimed the attack. 

The Vatican sparked a con- 
troversy when it charged that 
the conference's draft resolu- 
tion condoned abortion, 
homosexuality and extramar- 
ital sex. 

Muslim scholars in Egypt 
— both moderate and radical 


— followed suit, calling it the 
“dcvflV* conference, whit* 
would eventually destroy the 
Muslim world because it was 
based on principles that 
violated Islamic ethics. 

The Gamaa said in a state- 
ment that the forum had been 
rejected by the Egyptian peo- 
ple and the highest Sunni 
Muslim authority, AI Azhar. 

And the group warned that 
“foreigner taking part in the 
‘licentious conference 1 put 
their lives at risk.” 

According to Al Azhar, 
the draft working document 
should be revised so that it 
contains nothing that runs 
counter to Islamic law. 

Mr. Mahran dismissed the 
allegations. 

“All the accusations are 
wrong. The document is a 
masterpiece, a work of ex- 
cellence... to solve the prob- 
lem of poverty and unem- 
ployment in the whole world, 
particularly in developing 
countries,” he said. 

Mr. Mahran stressed that 
the draft ruled out abortion 
as a means of family plan- 
ning, and made “no mention 
at all” of homosexuality or 
* 'zscent and extramarital 


"the word sex has a pornog- 
raphic colour in Egyptian 
Arabic.” 

“It could have been very 
well translated as ‘family 
health education' or ‘physiol- 
ogy of reproduction,' which 
would have passed off 
better.” 

He said the translation had 
inflamed Egypt’s Islamic 
press, which carried front- 
page headlines such as “Sex 
will now be taught in our 
schools.” 

But school textbooks car- 
ried explanations about hu- 
man reproduction, “so what 
are they objecting to?" 
Mr. Mahran protested. 

Another problem had 
arisen over the expression 
“sexual health in families and 
individuals.” 

Muslim scholars missed the 
point that “a wife is an indi- 


vidual, and she has problems 
if a man,” 


The draft resolution calls 
for in? prevention of un- 
wanted pregnancies and re- 
ducing abortion rates, but re- 
commends that women 
should be given reliable in- 
formation on abortions and 
that the operation should be 
safe. 

It also says information on 
safe sex should be available 


to prevent the spread of sex- 
ual diseases and curb un- 


wanted pregnancies. 

But Mr. Mahran said Mus- 
lim scholars had zeroed in on 
the document's terminology, 
which when translated literal- 
ly carried connotations un- 
accetable in Egypt’s con- 
servative society. 

The literal translation of 
“sex education” was clumsy, 
Mr. Mahran said, because 


different to those ol 
Mr. Mahran said. Instead 
they believed that “indi- 
vidual” meant “outside the 
framework of marriage.” 

Recommendations that 
adolescents should be given 
information about safe sex 
had also enraged Muslim 
scholars. 

They interpreted it as con- 
doning teenage sex out of 
wedlock, “which is a problem 
we don’t have in Egypt,” Mr. 
Mahran said. 

However, Egypt does have 
teenage pregnancies, and de- 
spite a law banning marriage 
under the age of 18, national 
statistics show that some girls 
rre married off as young as 
15. 

Mr. Mahran said Egypt 
ruled out abortion except 
when the mother's life was at 
risk, and prohibited 
homosexuality 'and extramar- 
ital sex. 

In any case, the confer- 
ence’s resolutions would not 
be binding on any country, 
but “each country can choose 
to use what is appropriate,” 
Mr. Mahr an said. 


Clashes in Iraq scare off refugees 


ERBIL (AFP) — Clashes 
since May in northern Iraq 
have left thousands of Kur- 
dish refag{3jS$^eighbourmg 
Irgn too s&fted to return to 
tfgir bome$, U.N. . officials 
Saturday. 

Only 200 Iraqi Kurdish 
families have returned to 
northern Iraq so far this year, 
Jthough the United Nations 
*et up a programme to sup- 
port 50,000 returning re- 
fugees from Iran. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
si oner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) blames a bloody 
power struggle between rival 
Kurdish groups for keeping 
tic refugees away. 

"First we designed a prog- 
ramme for 50,000 Iraqi Kur- 
dish refugees returning from 
Iran, then we went down to 
30.000, then to 10,000. But so 
far only 200 families have 
returned,” said Christopher 
Lee, UNHCR coordinator in 
Traq. 

More than 300 people have 
died in fighting between the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
for control of Iraqi Kur- 
dictan. 

The region was taken over 
by the Kurds after a revolt 
egainst the government 
which followed the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani 
escaped a car-bomb attack in 


Erbil Thursday after broad- 
casting a joint appeal with 
KDP leader Massud Barzani 
in parliament for an immedi- 
ate end to fighting. 

There are no official satis- 
fies for Iraqi Kurds still living 
in Iran, but the KDP esti- 
mates the figure at between 
100,000 and 300,000. 

“Most of our people in 
Iran want to return,” said 
Kcrimchan Ahmad, a senior 
KDP official who lived in 
Iran himself for 14 years be- 
fore returning to Diana in 
northern Iraq two years ago. 

“Most of them are living 
under miserable conditions. 
Only those who fled there in 
1975 could earn good money 
and are relatively rich. 

“The others are living in 
camps, are only allowed to 
work where they stay, and 
suffer other limitations. 

“This year they didn’t re- 
turn because a brother war 
broke out in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
After May 1, when the 
clashes started, almost no- 
body crossed the border.” 

Diana, a small town 80 
kilometres north of Erbil, is 
one of the places where 
UNHCR officials have pre- 
pared to welcome refugees 
returning from Iran. 

Under the programme, re- 


Mr. Mohammad said 
villages near die border wit 
Turkey were bone infiltrated 
try the rebel Tu rkish Kurdish 
Labour Party (FKK), then 
blasted in- -Turkish air-raids. . 

Villages like Edelbe^Hupa 
and Begalta were recon- 
structed last year so former 
inhabitants could return. 

But “this year the PKK 
entered all these villages and 
forced us to leave our 
houses,” said a former 
Edelbe resident. 60-year-old 
Shurshid Faqi. 

‘So we are again refugees 


in Diana, waiting for I don’t 
know what. Half of the peo- 


ple of our village Edelbe is 
still in Iran. When they heard 
about this, they didn't dare to 
return.” 


m 


In the face of problems i 
i, the UNHCR 


northern Iraq, 
is unsure howto proceed with 
its refugee prog ra mme# 
“We really don’t know 
what to do,” admitted Mr. 
Lee. “We decided the prog- 
rammes to support the retur- 
ness from Iran, but if they’re 
not coming and if the situa- 
tion is not stable, we can’t do 
anything.” 

Iraqi Kurds fled to Iran in 
three waves — the first in 
1975 after Iraq suppressed a 


fugees would be supported 
for four 
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with food rations 
months, given cement and 
wood to build shelter, and 
banded S100 to buy sheep, 
goats or donkeys. 

But it is not jnst dashes 
between Kurds winch are 
keeping refugees away, said 
another KDP official, Nizar 
Mohammad. 


sr Iraq su] 

Kurdish guernlla campaign 
and razed 800 Kurdish vil- 


lages along the border with 
Iran. 

In 1988, Iraq launched a 
new offensive, forcing 
thousands of Kurds to escape 
into Iran and Turkey. Hun- 
dreds of thousands more fled 
fighting with Saddam’s forces 
during the 1991 Kurdish up- 
rising. 


t. , . . 







1 ILLEGAL WORKERS': Israeli poUcemen hold nians were rounded up after as attack on 
Palestinians at the Russian Compound in Friday which Ukd two Israelis near Td Aviv 
occupied Jerusalem for not being fan possession (AFP photo) 
of “Israeli permissions” to work. The Falesti- 


Battle to enforce 
Islamic law shifts 
to Egyptian courts 


CAIRO (AP) — If Muslim 
intaii* 


fundamentalists get their 
way, one of Cairo’s more 
colourful features will soon 
disappear — enormous 
movie posters that loom 
above the streets featuring 
scantily dad heroines and 
sneering villains. 

Fundamentalists are suing 
to have the ads declared a 
violation of Islamic law. They 
are also going after alcohol, 
gambling, belly danriwg and 
even the interest rates 
charged by banks. 

Islamic extremists have 
been revolting against the 
secular government for 2 Vi 
years, and die violenc has left 
more than 400 people dead. 
Five suspected extremists and 
a police officer were killed in 
a shootout Saturday, a day 
after radicals opened fire on a 
tour bus, killing a Spanish 
boy. 

In recent months, howev- 
er, police have largely suc- 
ceeded in isolating foe radic- 
als in their strongholds 
around the southern dty of 
AsriuL 

So the battle to enforce 
Islamic law has shifted to the 
courts. 

Fundamentalists already 
won a suit against die dress 
code for school girls and are 
trying to ban next week’s 
U.N. population conference 
in Cairo. 

“As lawyers, law is our 
weapon,” explains Taha 
Abdul Galeel. "Resorting to 
the judiciary is die strongest 
way to change deviation in 
this society and to punish the 
deviators.” 

Mr. Abdul Galeel, one of 
25 lawyers behind the poster 
suit, is careful to separate 
himself from armed militants. 

“Since we are not extrem- 
ists... we resorted to law in- 
stead of violence to change 
the ‘munkar’,” the “wrong.” 

But intellectuals and some 
government officials say the 
lawsuits are just another way 
of forcing Islamic law on all 
Egyptians, including Christ- 
ians and those Muslims who 
resist the strictest view of The 
Koran. 

Fundamentalist lawyers, 
who control Egypt’s lawyers' 


Union, hinge their arguments 
Egyptian 


on a section of the Egyptian 
constitution that says Sharia, 
is the basis of all law. 

Hesham Mubarak, a 
lawyer with the Egyptian 
Organisation of Human 
Rights, said the fundmanetsl- 


ists are using the courts be- 
cause they cannot win on the 
political front 

“It is the right of every 
citizen to go to the judiciary, 
but their goal is not to 
achieve legal or judicial 
gains,” he said. “It is a form 
of political propaganda and 
increasing pre ss ur e to Isla- 
mite the state’s institutions.” 

A suit against Nasr Abu 
Zeid, a University of Cairo 
literature professor, shows 
how far the fundamentalists 
win go to intervene in private 
lives. 

Lawyers in the case argue 
Mr. Abu Zeid’s scholarly 
writings show he has re- 
nounced his Islamic faith and 
therefore, under Sharia, can 
no longer remain married to 
his Muslim wife. 

Education Minister Hus- 
sein BahaaEddine says a key 
part of his now-defunct dress 
code — requiring parental 
consent for school girls to 
wear a vdl — resulted be- 
cause militant teachers 
coerced some girls to put on 
head scarves. 

“Many people are afraid to 
report such actions,” he said, 
complaining that an “extrem- 
ist tide” was threatening 
Egypt. 

The fundamentalists' suit 
maintained the dress code 
interfered with religious con- 
science because school uni- 
forms for girls ages six to 11 
did not cover me hair and 
neck. 

An administrative court 
overturned the dress code 
ruling last week, saying it 
involved an issue of personal 
freedom that could only be 
decided by Legislation. 

In the movie poster case, 
the fundamentalists’ evidence 
includes posters that are tame 
.by Western standards. In 
one, an actress is showing 
cleavage; in another, the ac- 
tress is wearing a short night- 
gown. 

The suit to ban next week’s 
U.N. International Confer- 
ence on Population and De- 
velopment charges that its 
draft proposal advocates 
abortion and free sex, in 
violation of Sharia. A ruling 
is expected Tuesday but most 
doubt the court will buy the 
argument. 

Sheikh Yousefl Al Badri, 
an adviser to the fun- 
damentalist lawyers, believes 
they must keep filing reli- 
gious cases even if the lose in 
secular courts. 


Hamas 
member 
overcomes 
handicap 
to marry 


JAB ALIY A, the Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — A Palestinian 
Hamas activist who was de- 
clared duucaDy dead after 
carrying out an anti-Israeli 
attack celebrated his recov- 
ery Saturday by getting mar- 
ried. 

Salah Mustapha Ali Os- 
man, 23, was seriously 
wounded a year ago when he 
and two otter Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) 
fighters attacked a bus in 
East Jerusalem, killing two 
Israelis. 

- Mr. Osman was in a coma 
for months and first Israeli 
and then Palestinian doctors 
declared there was no hope. 

But he began to recover 
slowly in May, and despite 
serious handicaps he married 
a Pales tinian woman in her 
20s from the Jabaliya refugee 
camp. 

Hamas, winch treats Mr. 
Osman as a hero, paid all die 
wedding costs and funded his 
com pu t e r studies. 

Mr. Osman’s' father, 
known as Abu Rah, told how 
he went to the woman’s fami- 
ly to ask for her hand in 
marriage for Ms son, warning 
them how badly handicapped 
be was. 

“She accepted without 
he s i sta ti ng ,” Abu Rah said. 

Mr. Osman, a member of 
Ezzedin Al Qassam, the 
armed wing of Hamas, was 
one of three fighters who 
killed two Israelis in the July 
1 bus attack and took a car 


The two fighters were kil- 
led while Osman was hit by 
several bullets, induding one 
which lodged in bis bead. 

He spent six weeks in a 
coma in two Israeli hospitals, 
and when doctors said he ■ 
could not regain conscious- 
ness and be questioned by 
police he was transferred to 
SMfa hospital in Gaza. 

“The Palestinian doctors 
told me there was no hope 
and he had only 48 hoars to 
hve. The family sat by Ms 
bedside and waited for him to 
die;” said Mr. Osman’s 
father. 

“But he survived. After 
two months he started com- 
ing out of his coma and began 
to drink, but he was totally 
paralysed and could not 
sjwak. He fought off death 
with ail Ms strength.” 
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Mestiri leader threatened by Afghans faction 


t •> :jr' 


tct AMABAD (AFP) — Mahmoud Mestm, the foraeri 
Tunisian foreign minister leading U.N. atTe Wjf 10 
Afohan conflict! has received death threats from 

diplomatic sources said here Sunday is 
faSmabad, and Pakistan authority have ted up 
security around him, the sources said. But the ; United 
S <5&* in Islamabad frfnsed to confiim or d«ythe 
renorts The name of the group threatening Mr. Mestin - 
5S lSwnJBut a diplomat smd^This 

undermine the peace process tinted NatoosB; 


Nations t0 ^ out of this." Mr. Mestin started the U.N. 
ZStSlSm earlier this year. But it is an m 
{ha* certain Afehan faction leaders are hostile to his auns.^ 


Relatives of soldiers killed in Gulf protest 


LONDON (AP) — The father of a British soldier killed by 
U S fire in the Gulf war complained Saturday that he was 1 ■ 
ignored white Washington paid compensation to officers 
over Iraq in peacetime. The U.S. government- 
announced Friday that it will pay $100,000 payments to; 
each of the families of the 11 who were killed m the' 
mistaken downing of two U.S. army helicopters in northern ’ 
Iraq on April 14. The victims included two British officers, 
Major Harry Shapland, 28, and Colonel Jonathon Swann.’l- 
51. “Our opinion is that it stinks,” said Mick Thompson, , 
whose 19-year-old Son Lee and eight other British soldi ers-f 
were killed in February 1991 when U.S. fired on their 1 


armoured cars in action 'in Iraq. “You have nine squaddies^ 
Uv fire... and our government 


'VC: ' 


killed by so-called friendly „ . 

refused after a verdict of unlawful killing to press it any-f 
further. As soon as some officers get killed they think toi 
hold an inquiry: It’s just so disgusting that they should treat 1 
rank in death,” Mr. Thompson said. Denis Macshane, an - 
opposition Labour Party lawmaker who has taken up die 
qmy. of the nine soldiers, said Saturday that the British 
government should compensate the families, then ask for 
reimbursement from Washington. “This is a disgraceful 
wn>mp| ^ of the nnfaiT and double standard Britain in which 
the government moves swiftly on behalf of the officer class 
but does nothing for private soldiers who join the array 
escape from the dole queue,” Mr. Macshane said. 


Police hold 55 for medicine trafficking 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police arrested 55 people for traffick-; 
mg in vital medicine in the Iranian capital, a newspaper 
reported. The conservative Ressalat said the suspects were' 
accused of selling scarce medicine on sidewalks in southern 
and central Tehran. Police also seized more than 15Q 


tonnes of medidne and medical supplies which the traffiefc 

litals a 


ers had hoarded. Iranian hospitals and drag stores have 
been suffering a serious shortage of medidne for the past 
year. Authorities say the shortage has been aggravated by, 
profiteers who divert the medidne most in demand to the 
black market for sale at exorbitant prices. The government 
allocates more than $400 million each year to subsidiser 
medicine, but the amount is hardly enough to meet the 
growing demand. 


Iran names top judicial officials 


TEHRAN (AFP)— Iran's Chief Justice Mohammad Yazdi 
has appointed a new prosecutor-general and chairman of 
the supreme court, the official Islamic Republic News { 


Agency QRNA) reported. Mr. Yazdi named Hojatoleslam- 
Morteza Moq tac 


U.S. envoy in Sudan to discuss peace 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A U.S. envoy had talks with- 
Su d anese officials in Khartoum Saturday on prospects for 
progress in peace talks between the Sudanese government 
and southern rebels, the Sudanese News Agency SUNA- 
said. The visit by Envoy Melissa Wells came two days after 
Sudan called for an adjournment of the next round oft 
negotiations with the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army? 
(SPLA) set for Sept. 5i7 in Nairobi. Shortly after her" 
Ms- Wells held talks with a Sudanese foreign- 
mimstiy official, Methiang Malwal, and the spokesman of' 
the government negotiation delegation, Ali Al Haj* 
Mohammad, SUNA reported. During her two-day visit, 
she is also due to hold talks with the head of the- 
government delegation, Mohammad Al Amin Khalifa, and. 
wth Ibrahim Abu Oaf, responsible for rescue operations nr 
die south, SUNA said. Ms. Wells last visited Khartoum iib 
ft-? dB S“S.J5! d ** refu S ees “ southern Sudan., 
^? ) T^ e tJ hursda ^ for a Postponement of the next, 
round of talks between the government and the SPLA, - 
brokered • by the Inter- Governmental Authority for 
Drought and Development (IGADD). Ali Al Haj Moham-: ; 
mad pr oposed instead that IGADD, which includes Kenya, 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Entrea, use “shuttle diplomacy” to 
negotiate between the two’ parties. H y 
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[oqtadai as the new prosecutor-general. He wa£? 
formerly supreme court chairman. Mr. Moqtadai, a moder-' ■ 
ate regraded as dose to Iran’s spiritual guide Ayatollah Ali- : 
Khamenei, replaced the radical Abolfaz! Mussavi-Tabrizi, ‘ - 
who became. Mr. Yazdi’s chief advisor. Ayatollah s 
Mohammad-Mohammadi Ghilani was appointed chairman-; . 
of the supreme court. He was previously a member of the’ ; 
Council of G uardians, a body set up.to ensure that laws; * 
conform with the constitution and Islam. Last Sunday Mr.; ' 
Yazdi, 65, was reappointed chief justice for another five; ; 
years with the task or reorganising the juaidal system.- ; 
Ayatollah, who appoints the chief justice, said he wanted! ■ 
to ensue that “opportunists and die corrupt are removed; ! 
from key posts”- in the judicial system. Parliament autbo-- ; 
nsed the strea mlinin g of the judiciary in April, aiming! 1 
particularly to clarify the role of revolutionary courts. 
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Bulletin supplied by die Depnrt- 
rnem of Meteorology. 

Temperatures will drop iHghiJy 
with wmds northerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds «40 be 
northerly moderate and sew calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 20/30 

Aqaba 24/38 

Diem — 15/33 

Jordan Valley 24/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32, Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent, 
Aqaba 22 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBEBS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. GtutebZanaideb 738011 

Dr. Khaktottn Asfour 666873 

Dr. Adnan Zaghkxd .... 898140 

Dr. Fhkher Bdbeia 663412 

Fins pharmacy — — 661912 

FenJows pharmacy ..... 778336 

AI Assam phannacy 637055 

Nainnkh pharmacy ......... 623672 

AlSdam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pbamacy 637660 

Nairoojfa pharmacy — 623672 

Najib pharmacy ..... 847632 

mBUh 

Dr. Akiam Monad 248793 

Alqnds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. YabyaTarifi 981520 

Khi&fdi pharmacy 985417 

emergencies Food 

Contra! Centre ...» 637111 

Gvfl Defence Department 661111 


GvO De fe nce 

Reseat- 630341 

CM! D-fence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoEce 192,621111.637777 

Fir Brigade- 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway PoBce 8434G2 

Traffic PoCcc 896390 

PaUcSeanityDepBitoat 6SB21 

Hold Complaint* 605800 

Price ComphintB 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Compbmts 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OveneasCaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repafn 623101 

AbdaU Telephone Repairs 661101 
Jordan Tdevisioo .......... ..773111 

Radio Jordan — 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Bectrioty Authority 

Ekarie Power ^ 

Company. 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


Khatidi Maternity, J- Aran 

64428V6 

Aldleb Maternity, J. Amu. 

642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaHus, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, S hmehao i ...... 664171/4 

Shmrisani Hoip&al — ...... 669131 

Udvenity Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasfacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 

Al- AhE, Abdab 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastor, J. Ashrafiefa 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Qneen ASa Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zaiqa National I 

Ibn Sinai 

Alffilmn Modem Hatpinrf (09)990990 

DtUh 
Princess 

Greek CuhoSc HosanJ 
IbflAINaieaHospU (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Priocea Hays Hot{atil (03)314111 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


ZUa ...................... Dubai t 

2*=^ Bdrm(add)(MEj 

Mm* Amsterdam (SJL) 


hbjaz railway 
warn 

Dtp. A mma n 8.-00 every Monday ' 


Arr. 


This information k 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) mfo _ 
d e par t m e nt at the Queen Alia In- 


terns t/ousi Airport Tct. 

5, when it should always 
Bed 


DEPASTURES 
Royal Jordanian (Rj> 

Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


QUEEN ALIA 


aiuvals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

tMI Damaicns I 

•MB— .'.Jeddah! 

MM ...... Dubai, Abo Dhabi < 

lfclS Riyadh) 

:Betnit| 

NewDeDdi 

17d#_ Cairo) 

ISAM New York, Amstcnfaun I 

19M Baa 

»3* Casabbnea,- 

BjS S anaa) 
Moscow 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

ltfi® ....... — ...... Khartoum (SD) 


•fe45 Beirut i 

•MO- Aba Dhabi,] 

lMf 

teW ... Ainaeidi 

..London) 

agr=r -gja! 

Zirat Amsterdam, Montreal I 

Dhahran) 

Damascus 

22s 9# Dubai (add) rRIi 

MdO.... Al 'Ain, Aba Dhabi ^ 
2Zdf DubaLMnseaxi 


5ri» p.m. every Monday ; 
Ptp.Bann t aB 

7:30 a-m. every Sunday 
Arr.ADxm 

5.-00 p.m. every Sunday ; 
MARKET PRICES 

Uppcnlowcr price in SB par kg. ■" 

Apple 720/400* 

Banana 680'^ 

Banana (Mokarmnor) 620 

CMtogfi 120 / 70-', 

?not 3Smr\ 

Cauiiflaww 240/ 15B* 

Cwumbcn: (taree) 250/150 

Cucumbers ( sod* ) 450 / 300' 

Eggphflt 200/ 100 

F«g. 460/360* 

9OO/500 

Grapes 320 / 200 

Gmrva 440/250“ 

“tn°n 330/230- 


Othef Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

iS Khartouni(SD) 

Kfeum, Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GI 

Amsterdam (KL^ 


Marrow |large) 250/150- 


Marrcw (&mall) 500 / 300. 

Mnhilchiih 140/ 70 

Grange 500/ 300^ 

OraoMdiy) 280/ J80* 

?omb 700 / 50&- 

Sweet Melon 230/120- 

Pepperlhot) 230/140 

Pepper (sweet) 320/200- 

Poaio 380/300' 

Pomegranate 350/250. 

Peaches 900/(00 

Tomato 140/80 , 

Stringbcans 700/600 J 
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^^MMAN (J-T.) — His 

M «wnoud Cr spring m an enoit to 

^ng u.N •JituTOiote Jocdaman-Japanese 

a was annoanced 

;at<1 here Sunda Ir ° Ql to 's® ycdO^ff- . - . 

n auth«-J' nda y- ti-u on rtris occasion, Jordan 


n au ^ori^ ; y - On *» o***™’ Joiaao 
sources s .?* stfffl bold * week-long event 
lf! - bur to ewe a strone 


ire tnrna ,e ^‘Senrifcand tonristic levels, 
” Mr £!;•'. ’ £ ni “id- 

year Rk. -; '.' --tc ■ * wifliiwdntte a conference 
leaded --'■ ^ fcr ‘ flp?* B*""***""^"*! 

ls ■ml - Pi mo null sc mlfnral anri 


^ iiocji| a .r; tjbs as wdl as cultural and 
^rafctie expositions, shows 

Stated ce- . *> »““» J2™ ties - 

*” V,urv r. 0 obesman added, 
tero- * ‘ ‘^Tbe events will be co- 

^Piained^^ h: «esaied by bothgovcm- 
.vT:^ e ° Sc iuro^- ^euts and relevant Jordanian 
l™ COmn,-... !f ly v77 


S{? ^£yfv- 


iae * s «iuraiv S 

c ®‘?Perisa!irtTi ^ * 


•irJl w i5“Pensai|.Y I , .7 ^ Japanese institutions, 
lime. The (_?c 'prime Minister Abdul 
1 *- pay SiO , i.r» ! j Majali has formed a 

11 w *io ■**;., i-^—'-gfrirvd national coimmt- 
ar jny hehcopi-^ji; 3 e comprising members 
deluded two *'.'*> *h® private and public 
d Colonel ;on*th' &c -^Bin to oversee the plan- 



Motorola to get cellular phone deal 


“l- “You fjr The committee will be 

fire... a no ^--i^ded by Mazen Armouti, 
:Iawius riser to the Crown Prince 


Azar, of the Business Bank, 
Haidar Murad, of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Moham- 
mad Maqusi of the University 
of Jordan; the undersecretar- 
ies of the ministries of Plan- 
ning, Culture, Information 
andTourism; Munib Toukan 


of Royal Jordanian; 
Abdulhamid Hiyari of the 
Ministry of Finance; Nabil 
Talhonni of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; and Talal 
Akasheh of the Higher Coun- 
cil for Science and Technolo- 
gy (HCST). 


-3SfP nncess Zein to inaugurate 
sE$ES First Arab Twins Festival 

Air \ *W • ; J ' • 

^ llarie uc By Anghrnn Taminri twins. The total number of olans in mind. Several 


c By Angham Taminri 

. ... Special to the Jordan Times 

r _ . .. .AMMAN — Her Royal 

55 ?fop!s roru^-JBghness Princess Zein 
ranian «*pitai. a nn^-Bmt A1 Hussein, a twin 
ssalat said the suipeap'hendf of her sister Prin- 
inc on sidewalk* in y^.'cess Aisha, Friday will in- 
y* MJ r.-Vi dtj Bignrate (he First Arab 

1 sutoIiw r,:cn thi sd Twns Festival, 
pitals .nJ cn-c Mori:; ■ According to festival 
igc of meu.cinj for i ;; .(Erector Hassan Abu Juda, 
aSv Oi-n i^b\^ tbe idea of holding such a 
cine rrdsi :n deriianc:: festival emerged when he 
lan; pnu *. Trie discovered dot most fore- 

ion dcch year 10 sue »gn countries have societies 
iiardiy enough :o ns: and organisations which ca- 
ter to twins and their in- 
terests. 

-Sfflii ftW, Several twins from Iraq 
^8«:L and Syria will participate, 

f , 1 . . . r “ admion to foreign resi- 

t ju>tii.c fnohsunniti: ^ Jordan vrtio are 
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twins expected to attend 
the one-day event is 228. 

The idea was “wel- 
comed” by most of the 
twins contacted although 
some declined to partici- 
pate for religions reasons, 
said Mr. Juda. 

In addition, he said 
several twins came to regis- 
ter on their own when they 
heard about the festival. 

‘To our surprise, two 
twins passed the age of v ' ” 
said Mr. Juda. 

The participating twins 
will present various festivi- 
ties including poetry recit- 
als, guitar performances 
and others. 

By gjving twins a chance 
to meet “we jbave bigger 


plans in mind. Several 
twins revealed their wish to 
many other twins,” added 
Mr. Juda. 

After the festival, “we 
are p lanning a booklet ab- 
out twins. It will include 
medical topics and other 
information related to 
strange cases of twins,” 
added Mr, Juda. 

Mr. Juda said that Minis- 
ter of Culture Juma’a Ham- 
mad has agreed to establish 
an Arab twins dab in Jor- 
dan. 

The festival mil also pro- 
vide variety with several 
Jordanian folklore groups 
and Arab angers perform- 
ing their talents on Friday 
afternoon. . .... 



Atpba, fht Red Sea resort area popular with divers, water sports enthusiasts and am 
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^SC allocates JD 3m to improve 
£ tourist site facilities, services 

^Stating that investmentsin ' a £X2£f£ 

^ sssrsafe s?=ffes 

% 4e anSS S3Si and the SSC, Mr. Bedour raid 

iSffl at Petra, that such investments yielded rentiy being offered fo 
Aqaba, Amman, the Dead JD 1.016 mfflion mgofits m or le«e. 

Sea and Karat the Social the first half of 1994. These, Mr. Bedour 

■’ EJ^rr ar “* jrf ?Sr! Tn 1993 investments in constitute only S.4 per c 

> F**y Coiporatwn (SSC) to mv**™ th*tnf*iSSCsinvestm€ 


“ ' ™ aJfocated JD 3 mflKon to 

jlj i" ". Spttwe its services and fed- 

- 5 if at these sites, according 

- Vi '. . ■ 51 > ® a senior SSC o£5dal- 
- S^j* ^Sdeiman Bedour, dhector 
• .. ^ ? *** Tourist Investments 

rtf A Jj 811111 * 111 81 SSC, said 
• ™t die foods were used to 
•- ‘ & ii fi7 rooms and a 

Jtog room to the Petra 
1 lis*?*! ' " - • V.;. *ynim Hotel and 44 rooms 
<po ■*. Jnth a new dining area to the 

jir/ ft? « a nearing comple- 

5 S' . 81 a prefabricated 00m- 

ieica- $'&;!■« with 66 rooms at the 


“ rf.^lDead SeaRestbouse, he said. 

IS ?. conference hall seating 500 

unSiPeoj tie and a swimming pool 

■ we also part of the new oom- 

eooording to Mr- Be- 


dour. 

Stating that investments in 
the t our i sm industry were the 
most lucrative business for 
the SSC, Mr. Bedour said 
that such investments yielded 
JD 1.016 million in profits in 
the first half of 1994. 

In 1993 investments in 
tourism earned the SSC JD 
2,425,124, nearly 14.5 per 
cent of the total investments 
in tiie tourism industry, Mr. 
Bedour said. 

He added that the SSCs 
total investments in the tour- 
ism industry are at almost JD 
21 minion, of which JD 16.75 
million is invested in hotels 
and resthouses and the rest in 
lands whose value has dou- 
bled recently, especially in 
areas like Petra, Aqaba and 
the Dead. Sea. 

Denying that tire SSC was 
facing losses from its invest- 
meD | in its 10 rtttbouses,. 
Mr. Bedour said that, com- 
bined, these resthou«s 
yielded a profit of JD 68,o3U 


in the first half of 1994. 

He said only three resth- 
ouses, those at Ishtefina, 
Dibbin, and Azraq are oper- 
ating at a loss and are cur- 
rent^ bong offered for sale 
or lease- 

These, Mr. Bedour said, 
constitute only S.4 per cent of 
the total SSps investments in 
.the tourism sector. 

He said that as their work 
is seasonal, operating an 
average of 40 days a year, it 
was natural for the three 
resthouses to lose money, 
especially as they have been 
operated on the government 
style business approach, 
rather than the private sector 
system. 

Operating resthouses can 
be more profitable if it fol- 
lows the private sector's sys- 
tem, therefore the SSC 
has been contemplating leas- 
ing some of the resthouses, 
p irimfing the three that are in 
the red, to the private sector, 
Mr. Bedour said. 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has taken a derision 
in principle to award a con- 
tract for Jordan’s first cellu- 
lar phone system to a local 
company which will be 
drawing on equipment and 
technology from the Amer- 
ican communications giant 
Motorola, informed 
sources said Sunday. 

“The Cabinet has de- 
cided to award the contract 
and it is going to (he local 
company affiliated with 
Motorola/* said a highly- 
informed source. “Formal 
letters are in the process of 
being issued.” 

According to Motorola 
sources outside Jordan, the 
company has not received a 
formal notification from 
the Jordan Mobile Tele- 
phone Services Company, 
which, under the guidelines 
set by the government, will 
be the official body dealing 
in all contract-related mat- 
ters. 


When it invited offers, 
the government excluded 
direct offers from interna- 
tional companies, saying 
every offer should be sub* 
mitted through local firms. 
Subsequently, some of foe 
international bidders made 
arrangements with existing 
companies or aligned them- 
selves with new entities set 
up for the sole purpose of 
the contract and its execu- 
tion. 

“Motorola has not been 
officially informed about 
any granting of the conces- 
sion,” said a source. The 
source noted, however, 
that there would not be any 
direct communication to 
Motorola by the Jordanian 
government. 

Independent sources also 
confirmed that the contract 
was being awarded to 
Motorola from among 
seven offers submitted in 
April. The Motorola offer, 
made through the Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services 
Company, was said to be 
JD 38 millio n for the con- 


cession, almost twice that 
of the second highest bid- 
der. 

But. the final amount of 
the contract will be deter- 
mined after negotiations, 
which, in principle, should 
be concluded in four weeks 
after an initial letter is 
issued to the beneficiary of 
the contract. As of late last 
week, this had not been 
done — inviting the corn- 
pany for negotiations — 
according to a Motorola 
source. 

Ahmad Nawawi, 
director-general of the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC), was 
quoted in the local press as 
saying this week that the 
government had taken a 
decision to grant the con- 
tract, but he did not iden- 
tify the company. 

Other international com- 
panies which submitted 
offers through Jordanian 
companies included Cellu- 
lar One and Ninex Interna- 
tional, both of the United 
States, Telecom Finland, 


Millicom of Luxembourg, 
SFR of France and Came 
and Wireless of Britain. 

Details of the offers were 
not available. 

Omimel Finland helped 
the TCC evaluate the 
offers. 

Motorola, an American 
corporation is on the black- 
list of the Arab Boycott of 
Israel Office since it is 
doing business in Israel, 
but in the wake of the new 
mood for peace in the re- 
gion. this element is 
apparently being over- 
looked, diplomats said. 

Answering a question at 
a press conference in April, 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Majali said that 
national interests will be 
the paramount considera- 
tion and guiding factor in 
whatever the decision the 
government took in award- 
ing the contract. 

' Under the contract 
terms, the beneficiary 
should pay a licence fee of 
JD 7 million to the TCC in 
addition to compensation 


for scrapping the present 
mobile tel ephone syiara 

and mi m mi w n 20 pCT OCBt 

annual royalty Id 4 me cor- 
poration. The cone— Ion 
will be valid for 15 yean. 

The cdBular phones sne 
not expected k> solve the 
chronic shortage of phone 
fines in Jordan nan they 
are expensive. Initial re- 
ports indicate that each 
unitAinc could coat be- 
tween JD 1,000 and JD 
1.500. 

However, the system, ex- 
pected to be opomtional by 
1996, will mart a major 
turning point in lwh>0ag, 
advanced technology in 
communications so Jordan 
after a span of non has 
eight yean. 

Jordan had to freeze all 
telecommunications pro- 
jects when it faced a s e v ere 
economic crisis in 1988-89. 
Plans were revived last 
year, but the TOC has 
much catching up to do to 
meet the mounting de- 
mands. 


Two road 
accidents 
injure 

13 people 

By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thirteen peo- 

g e Sunday were listed in 
ir to good condition after 
bring injured in two sepa- 
rate road accidents in the 
Kingdom, according to 
pofice and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) re- 
ports. 

The first accident, which 
occurred early Sunday 
morning, involved a bus 
carrying eight passengers 
returning from Queen Alia 
International Airport 
(QAIA), foe reports said. 

According to the report, 
foe bus driver, identified as 
Husm A., t lost control of 
his vehicle, slammed into 
the rail dividing the high- 
way and rolled over. 

All right passengers, in- 
cluding seven Swedish 
nationals in their late 20’s, 
were taken to King Hussein 
Medical Centre tor treat- 
ment and were listed in 
good condition. 

Also on Sunday, in 
Madaba, five people were 
injured when a cement 
mixer and a water tanker 
collided on foe Amman- 
Madaba road. 

The report said that the 
cement mixer, driven by 
Abdul Rahim A., and car- 
rying three passengers, was 
coming from Jabal Bani 
Hamida and speeding 
down hill towards Thiban. 
At the same time a water 
tanker, driven by Eid F-, 
was climbing up foe road 
towards Jabal Bani Hami- 
da. 

A traffic official who in- 
vestigated foe accident told 
foe Jordan Times that the 
cement mixer driver lost 
control of his vehicle and 
started swerving left and 
right on the one-lane wind- 
ing road and collided head- 
on with the water tanker. 

According to the CDD 
report, the people in foe 
cement mixer compartment 
were trapped inside, but 
they were rescued by a 
CDD unit and rushed to 
Madaba Hospital along 
with the water tanker driv- 


WHAT’S 



& Performance of Orcav 
sfan dances at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 
20HXL 


WA : I . 


DIALOGUE 

☆ Lecture in Arabic enti- 
tled “Woman in History 
and Shari’a” by As'ad 
AI Sdmanri at Abdul 
Hhnwii Sh«m« u Found- 
ation fan Jabal Amman at 
1830. 

* Dialogue with artist 
Sash Tafctak Zarou at 
Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdul Hameed Shaman 
Foundation In Jabal 
Lnwefibdeh at 18:00. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ft Exhfoition of painting* 
by Fahmi Qayssl at 
Ab’ad Art GaBsy (TeL 
819861). 


Education minister backs pay raise for teachers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Educa- 
tion Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh Sunday 
announced that he was back- 
ing teachers’ demands for 
better pay and has already 
submitted a relaxed memor- 
andum to Prime Minister 
Abdul Snlam Majali. 

In a statement issued on 
die second day of school 
reopenings, foe minister said 
the development of the 
education process in Jordan 
cannot fully be achieved 
without creating incentives 
for teachers. 

A comfortable material 
and psychological climate 
should be created for the men 
and women teachers who 
constitute the pillar of de- 
velopment in the local socie- 
ty, Mr. Rawabdeh said in bis 


Italy is 

Jordan’s 

biggest 

tomato 

paste 

importer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Italy 
currently tops foe list of im- 
porters of Jordanian proces- 
sed tomato pasts from the 
Jordanian Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing 
Company (JAMPCO), 
according to company Direc- 
tor Genera] Khaldoun Al 
Nasser. 

In the first eight months of 
this year, Jordan exported 

3.000 tonnes of tomato paste, 
valued at $2.5 million, to 
different countries; of that 
amount Italy alone imported 

2.000 tonnes, Mr. Nasser 
said. 

Last year, Italy imported 

10.000 tonnes or Jordanian 
tomato paste, followed by 
Iraq with 5.500 tonnes and 
Russia with 2,000 tonnes. 

Other major importers of 
foe Kingdom’s tomato paste 
are Hungary, Saudi Arabia 
and Lebanon, according to 
Mr. Nasser. 

Total exports of the pro- 
duct last year amounted to 

20.000 tonnes, earning foe 
Kingdom some $13 mttlion, 

Mr. Nasser said that 
JAMPCO expects to con- 
clude new contracts with 
different importers soon, 
adding that JAMPCO was 
careful to buy all or most of 
foe tomato crop surplus from 
local producer! 

He said that the company 
purchased a total of 76,888 
tonnes of tomatoes at a cost 
of JD 3.8 million during 
1993, against JD 8.25 million 
.in 1992. 

He said JAMPCO operates 
a processing plant at Al Ari- 
dah which has two tomato 
paste factories. The complex, 
he said, is considered the 
largest of its kind in foe Mid- 
dle East, producing about 
1,250 tonnes per day. 

The company has a tomato 
paste processing plant at 
Gbor Safi near foe southern 
part of foe Dead Sea with a 
total capacity of 350 tonnes 
per day, Mr. Nasser said. 

In addition, he said, 
JAMPCO owns 25 per cent 
of a tomato processing plant 
operated by Sh&fa company 
in foe northern badia. The 
plant, which cost JD 6 mil- 
lion to build, has a 750-tonne 
daily capacity. 


statement. 

According to Ministry of 
Education figures, Jordan 
currently employs 50,400 
men and women as teachers. 
Most of those, he said are 
employed by the Ministry of 
Education in various gov- 
emo rates. 

In his statement, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said he had sub- 
mitted a memorandum to the 
prime minister o utlining foe 
difficulties of the teachers at 
work and their problems with 
transportation to and from 
the schools where they work, 
in addition to their low in- 
come. 

The minister said he urged 
the government to provide 
better care and ensure more 
income for foe teachers in 


order to raise their standard 
of living and provide them 
wiD incentives to be creative 
in their work. 

In his memorandum to the 
prime minister, Mr. Rawab- 
deh proposed that teachers in 
general be granted special 
allowances, mat the current 
allowances for teachers be 
raised from 10 per cent to 50 
per cent on their salaries, that 
teachers be given priority 
over other employees in 
bousing and urban develop- 
ment projects, that the gov- 
ernment allot state-owned 
lands in villages and dries for 
teachers bousing units and 
that the Ministry of Educa- 
tion’s employees fund be in- 
creased with a JD 20 mAh' on 
grant. 



Ram* Al RawaMdi 



Jordanian tomatoes ready for market, 
which Is exported (file photo) 


CAMEL LINES 

Red Sea 


DSR CMA 

Express Lines 


The Joint Service of three Lines, namely Camel, a subsidiary 
of Andrew Weir Shipping - London, D.S.R of Rostock of 
Germany and C.M.A. of Marseilles - France, which for many 
years have been a dedicated container shipping service to 
and from Europe and the Mediterranean to Aqaba, has 
continued despite the four years of blockade of Aqaba Gulf 
to serve the Jordanian Port directly and without transship- 
ment at other Red Sea ports, and despite continuous losses 
incurred as a result of strict compliance with the harsh 
Guidelines imposed by the Inspection Authorities, takes this 
opportunity to present to: 

His Majesty King Hussein 

£r 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson 

sincere thanks and deep appreciation for their efforts in 
bringing about the lifting of the embargo on Aqaba Gulf. 
The Joint Service of R.S.E. also extends its appreciation for 
the sincere efforts made by H.E. the Prime Minister and the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Transport and Finance. Special 
thanks are extended to the Dir. Gen. of Aqaba Port Authority, 
his staff and labour, for all the facilities offered to the ships of 
R.S.E. in discharging and loading containers, a fact that has- 
contributed positively to the continuing service to Aqaba. 
On this occasion the R.S.E. seizes this opportunity to extend 
special thanks to the Chairman, Board Members and 
Manager of the Shipping Agents Association for the disting- 
uished role they have played and for the relentless efforts 
contributed on both the local and international level, ail of 
which added considerably to assisting the Jordanian Gov- 
ernment to achieve this task. 
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losnfan Serbs set for isolation 


' m ‘\ m . 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Swfes voted for the second 
day Sunday In makeshift re- 
ferendum expected to under- 
line their defiant isolation by 
rejecting the latest plan to 
divide their republic. 

International moves to 
confirm the quarantine of 
Bosnia’s Serbs by posting 
observers on the Rump 
Yugoslavia border to oversee 
Belgrade’s blockade of its 
former proteges were to con- 
tinue with the arrival in the 
Serbian capital of Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 

His meetings with Serbia’s 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
will be the first in a mouth by 
a leading politician from the 
five powers that drew up the 
peace plan. 

Mr. Milosevic has joined 
the West and Russia in de- 
nouncing Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers for rejecting the peace 
cteal, slapping a trade embar- 
go on his ethnic kin whose 
28-month war effort be in- 
spired and actively sup- 
ported. 

Mr. Kozyrev is expected to 
offer Mr. Milosevic an easing 
of the sanctions — imposed 
on Rump Yugoslavia for 
backing Serbs in the ethnic 
conflict in neighbouring Bos- 
nia — as a reward for coop- 
eration in pressing for an end 
to the war. 


Mr. Milosevic has so far 
refused to allow international 
monitors to check his block- 
ade is thorough. A similar 
measure against Bosnia’s 
Serbs announced in May 1993 
proved a facade and interna- 
tional scepticism lingers. 

Diplomats say if Mr. 
Milosevic agrees to 300-400 
observers he can expect 
sporting and cultural links to 
resume and air traffic to res- 
tart in the first phase of sanc- 
tions relaxation. If he refuses 
sanctions will be tightened, 
they add. 

The blockade of Bosnia 
has driven up fuel and food 
prices but Bosnian Serbs re- 
mained defiant as they voted 
in trenches, refugee centres 
and party offices in a referen- 
dum Belgrade has described 
as a farce. 

Reuter journalists found 
no one who would admit to 
supporting the peace plan, 
seemingly confirming the 
predictions of its near unani- 
mous rejection made by tbs 
leadership in Pale, the Serb 
stronghold outside Sarajevo. 

Voting rales were lax. In a 
country where war and 
forced population movement 
has made electoral lists 
meaningless soldiers were 
seen voting by roll call rather 
than secret ballot and heads 
of families cast ballots for 
thier kin. 


Electoral organisers said a 
million people would vote in 
82 polling stations, but inde- 
pendent observers suggest 
only 750,000 live in Serb-held 
Bosnia, with nearly half be- 
low voting age. 

Referendum officials, 
ignoring the dispute over fi- 
gures, said turnout has been 
nigh. First results were ex- 
pected within 48 hours of 
polls dosing. 

Boauan Serbs, a third of 
the pre-war population and 
now controlling 70 per cent of 
the country, say the proposed 
peace plan dividing Bosnia 
roughly in half between Serbs 
and a Muslim and Croat 
alliance forces them to give 
too much away. 

They object to handing 
back to Muslims land woo by 
thier superior war machine 
and argue the plan involves 
dividing their territory, leav- 
ing it indefensible and econo- 
mically weak, a position de- 
scribed by diplomats as illo- 
gical. 

The referendum will 
worsen the Bosnian impasse, 
diplomats say, with no vote 
forcing reluctant Western na- 
tions to contemplate unpalat- 
able measures to force peace 
on the Serbs. 

U.S. President BiD Clinton 
has warned he win ask the 
Security Council to lift the 
arms embargo on Bosnia’s 


Muslim-led government, 
which has accepted the peace 
plan, if their Serb foes do not 
follow suit by mid-October. 

European nations have 
said they will pull out their 
U.N. troops if the embargo 
ends, argmng It would spark 
a return to warfare that could 
endanger the peacekeepers’ 
lives. 

The U.N. warns any pull- 
oat would be difficult and 
dangerous, leaving large 
Muslim populations unpro- 
tected from Serb attack , and 
requiring thousands of 
NATO troops on the ground, 
to safeguard the retreat. 

Meanwhile international 
mediators stepped up efforts 
to persuade Muslim refugees 
from the fallen Bosnian rebel 
province of Bihac to return to 
their homes, the U.N. said 
Sunday. 

Some 25,000 people fled 
last week from the northwest 
pocket to the neighbouring 
Serb-held Krajina region of 
Croatia after forces loyal to 
the Sarajevo government 
crushed an 11-month revolt 
by local leader Fikret Abdic. 

They have refused to re- 
turn to their homes in spite of 
Bosnian g o v ernm ent assur- 
ances and an extension of an 
amnesty for Mr. Abdic’s sol- 
diers. 



A British U.N. soldier gestures towards the 
rubs of the Tito Bridge, a Mostir landmark, 
which was destroyed by DNPROFOR forces. 


The eld bridge, which was the only «mnerthm 
across the Mvcr Ncretva, wB be replac ed by a 
new oac to be tmflt by Spaafah and British. 
UJH. soldiers (AFP photo) 


About 9,000 people are 
crammed into a oo-mra’s- 


land between the Croatian 
army and Serb forces, de- 
manding passage to Croatia. 

U.N. spokeanan Paul Ris- 
ky said the situation was 
relatively calm and that an 
outbreak of shooting Satur- 
day (fid not represent serious 
fighting. 

The U.N. had reported 
some small arms fire ex- 
changes in a part of the Bihac 
front fine under Sob control, 
but could not say who was 


responsible. 

“Bosnian army Hfth Corps 
troops are in the area, but not 
making a large presence in 
the town (of Vcfika Kfodo- 
sa). The U.N. troops are 
patrolling the area,” Mr. Ris- 
ky said. 

He said die head of U.N. 
dvfl affairs, Sergio De MeDo, 
and the United States ambas- 
sador, Peter Galbraith, 
travelled Sunday to the for- 
mer rebel stronghold for talks 


with Bosnian government 
officials there. 


“The purpose of their trip 
is to determine by inspection 
that the safety assurances for 
the return of the refugees 
currently in the (U.N.) sector 
north of Croatia will be met,” 
Mr. Risley said. “It’s a fact- 
finding mission to determine 
that security will be provided 
and that the refugees can 
return to their homes.” 


China accused of taking organs from 
the executed convicts for transplants 


BEUING (R) — An interna- 
tional human rights group ac- 
cused China Monday of using 
organs from executed con- 
victs for transplants without 
their consent and said some 
prisoners were kept alive un- 
til their organs had been re- 
moved. 

The New York-based Hu- 
man Rights Watch/Asia cal- 
led on foreign governments 
to ban their citizens from 
obtaining transplants in Chi- 
na and urged foreign firms to 
stop taking part : n state-spon- 
sored organ-transplant prog- s 
rammes. 

Testimony from Chinese 
and jurists indicate the prac- 
tice of using the organs from 
executed prisoners was com- 
mon, the group said in its 
report. 

‘“An estimated 2,000 to 
S,G&5 organs )mainly Kidneys 
and corneas) from prisoners 
each year are used in this 
manner, with government 
officials reportedly receiving 
priority in their allocation 
the group said. 


Chinese judicial and health 
authorities declined comment 
on the report. 

The group demanded Chi- 
na ban further use of prison- 
ers’ organs, allow the United 
Nations to investigate its ex- 
ecutions and organ procure- 
ment procedures, and reverse 
an alarming trend toward the 
use of the death penalty. 

Although required by law, 
the consent of prisoners is 
rarely sought, the group said. 

“Yhe report clearly de- 
monstrates how any notion of 
prisoner ‘consent’ to organ 
donation in China is absnrd,” 
the group said. 

“The lack of judicial safe- 
guards in China guarantees 
that many people will be 
woragfuUy executed and be- 
come unwitting organ: 
donors.” 

“Some executions are 
known to have been deliber- 
ately botched to ensure that 
prisoners were not yet dead 
when their organs were re- 
moved.” 

The use of condemned 


prisoners’ organs involves 
members of the medical pro- 
fession in the actual execu- 
tion process, in violation of 
international standards of 
medical ethics, the report 
said. 

“Chinese doctors partici- 
pate in pre-execution medical 
tests, matching of donors 
with recipients and schedul- 
ing of operations, often on a 
first-paid, first-served basis,” 
the group said. 

“Surgeons are commonly 
present at execution grounds 
to perform on-rite removal of 
vital organs.” 

It said a 1984 Chinese gov- 
ernment directive ordered 
that “the use of corpses or 
organs of executed criminals 
must be kept striedy secret” 

China does not release fi- 
gures for the number of ex- 
ecutions it performs each 
year, but Western diplomats 
and monitoring groups esti- 
mate that well over 1,000 
people annually are put to 
death by a shot in the back of 
the neck. 


S. African 
politicians 
struggle 
to shed fat 


Seoul’s crackdown on the left continues 


cat image 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea is continuing its arrests 
of dissidents and leftists in 
the severest crackdown rince 
dissident-turaed-president 
Knn Young-Sam took power 
18 months ago. 


Murayama visits Singapore’s 
memorial for World War n victims 


Singapore (R) — visit- 
ing Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama laid a 
wreath Sunday at a memorial 
to victims of Japan's World 
War II occupation of Singa- 
pore. 

He honoured slain civilians 
a cmlury after Japan's 
military seized the island — 
now an independent city- 
state — from its British colo- 
nial rulers in a regional con- 
quest. 


‘•fr. Murayama went to the 
memorial soon after arriving 
in Singapore, concluding a 
four-nation South East Asian 
tour. 


Japanese officials said he 
was their first premier to visit 
dv 230-ft J70-ractre) high 
■-'.i •- c: :c- ■■., Krsfnpore’s tal- 
lest and built in i*oS. It bolds 
the ashes of some of the 
civilians killed by Japanese 
troops during the 1942-1945 
occupation. 

The monument’s four 


tapering white columns are 
designed to symbolised Sing- 
apore’s main racial groups — 
Chinese, Malays, Indians and 
Eurasians — but locals have 
taken to referring to them 
irreverently as “the chop- 
sticks.” 

Mr. Murayama observed a 
one-minute silence as he laid 
a wreath, of white orchids, 
yellow chrysanthemum and 
white dairies. 

He briefly toured the struc- 
ture, observed silence again 
and signed a visitors' book 
before completing his 10- 
minute visit. He did not pen 
any message in the book. 

Singapore's Foreign Mims- 
ter S. Jayakumar and repre- 
sentatives of Singapore’s 
Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry were present. 

Mr. Jayakmnar told repor- 
ters that Mr. Murayama’s 
visit to the memorial was 
seen as a significant move by 
the Japanese leader. “I think 
Singaporeans will appreciate 


the gesture,” he said. 


On Wednesday, Takako 
Hn. speaker of Japan’s par- 


Doi, speaker of Japan’s par- 
liament and a member of Mr. 
Mnrayama’s Social Democra- 
tic Party, laid a yellow and 
white wreath at tbe memo- 
rial. 

Mr. Murayama, accompa- 
nied by his daughter Yuri 
Nakahara and a 60-member 
delegation, was earlier met 
on arrival at Changi Airport 
by Singapore’s Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Yeo Cheow 
Tong. 

He will meet Prime Mims- 
ter Gob Chok Tong Monday 
morning after an official wel- 
come at the Istana (palace), 
rad will also call on President 
OngTeng Cbeong and Senior 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew be- 
fore leaving for home Tnfes- 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
African National Congress 
(ANC) parliamentarians, 
straggling to deliver on elec- 
tion promises of “a better life 
for all”, are frying to justify 
fat salaries in the face of 
outrage from tbe South Afri- 
can public. 

An ANC National Assem- 
bly member told Reuters 
Sunday they would set up a 
comission to look into the 
matter. 

“It is an exaggeration that 
we are getting fat cat salaries. 

I am sure that the commis- 
sion which will be appointed 
soon will prove that,” he 
said, 

MPs earn an annual pack- 
age of 193,000 rand 
($53,000). They want a furth- 
er .3,000 rand ($830) consti- 
tuency allowance. 

Average incomes for fac- 
tory workers range from 

10.000 rand ($3,600) to 

36.000 rand ($10,000) a year. 

Anglican Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu, a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner for his stand 
against South Africa’s former 
apartheid rulers, last < 
weekend called politicians' 
salaries “excessive and 
horrible.” 

President Nelson Mandela 
— annual,.: package 750,000 
rand ($208,000) — responded 
by telling parliament that re- 
commendations on salaries 1 
would soon be put up for 
debate. 


The crackdown, which has 
netted union leaders, profes- 
sors and Socialists, has been 
confused by a disputed uni- 
versity president’s claim that, 
the dissident movement has 
been systematically infil- 
trated by North Korean- 
trained agents. 


When he assumed 
the presidency, the 
dissident movement, ' whose 
main rallying ay had been 
the toppling of the country’s 
military-backed rnlers, 
seemed to have become “re- 
bels without a cause,' with 
every sign of dying a natural 
'death. 

University campuses were 
largely quiet and moderate 
voices were elected to stu- 
dent movements. 

Then came the Uruguay 
round of international trade 


rion about North Korea blos- 


somed with the approach of 
the first North-South summit 


In all, arrest warrants have 
been issued for some 200 
people in the past two 
months, making the roundup 
the harshest since Mr. Kim 
Young-Sam * took office in 
February of 1993, when he 
enjoyed unprecedented 
popularity. 


talks and the emotionally- 


chaiged issue of opening the 
country's domestic rice mar- 
ket, with tough contingents 
of farmers converging on ma- 
jor cities and infuring new life 
into the dwindling ranks of 
the extremists. 

And just as a new un- 
guarded freedom of discus- 


the first North-South summit 
between Kim Young-Sam 
and Kim 11-Sun g, Kim H- 
Sung died. 

At first South Koreans 
were glued to their television 
screens watching rare live 
telecasts from tire North and 
listening to the unpre- 
cedented sound of Radio 
Pyongyang broadcasting 
news of the ageing Stalinist 
leader’s death. 

Then the crackdown 
began. 

Although Mr. Kim Young- 
Sam — and U.S. President 
BiD Clinton — expressed re- 
gret that the summit was off, 
others advocating condo- 
lences to the North, including 
some Southern opposition 
parliamentarians, were 
quickly silenced. 


Canada gun owners form political force 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian 
gun owners, aggravated over 
years of stringent controls, 
are forging a potent political 
force similar to tbe U.S. 
National Rifle Association to 
block tighter restrictions. 

They are holding boister- 
ous rallies across the country, 
joining mainstream political 
parties and speaking out in an 
attempt to shoot down plans 
for a new national gun reg- 
istration system. 

The gup defenders are 
wo riring within political par- 
ties to soften support for tbe 
tougher gun laws, winch are 
expected later this fall. 

“It is a very strong lobby, 
most notably in Western 
Canada, said criminologist 
Neil Boyd at die Simon Fras- 
er University in Vandiver, 


British Colombia. 

Tbe aggressive tactics by 
gun advocates is patterned 
after the well-organised 
pressure applied in the Un- 
ited States by the NRA, 
although the Canadian lobby 
is not as well-funded. 


Spurred by several high- 
profile slayings, Canada’s 
Liberal government is con- 
sidering everything from a 
national gun registration sys- 
tem to an outright ban on 
handguns. 


In die past, the gun lobby 
here for die most part has 
had tittle input as Canadian 
lawmakers forged some of 
tbe strictest gun control laws 
in the world. 

But die number of new 
anti-gun control groups has 


increased, with each deter- 
mined to divide politicians 
before any new laws pass 
parliament. 

“We have seen the number 
of new gun organisations 
almost double the last few 
months,” said Wendy Cuck- 
ier, president of tbe lobby 
group, Coalition for Gun 
Control. 

“The gun lobby is not as 
powerful as the NRA in the 
U.S., but it certainly has in- 
fluence out of proportion to 
its members,” she said. 

Prime minister Jean Chre- 
tien has promised tougher 
laws to control tbe estimated 
six miltion rifles and shotguns 
in the country and the more 
than one million restricted 
weapons such as handguns 
and semi-automatic rifles. 


ivai m vnangi nnpun ■ - - ■ ■ 

-Minister Yeo Cheow Mexican vote changes politics in strife-torn state 


Mr. Murayama in an inter- 
view in Singapore’s Straits 
Tunes newspaper Saturday 
expressed “drop remorse” 
over Japan’s wartime past 


^y-^lection is first test for 


’s LDP-Socialist pact 


NAGOYA, Japan (R) — 
Japanese voters will get their 
first chance next month in a 
by-election in the industrial 
heartland to pass judgement 
on a confusing year of 
machinations and mergers 
among Tokyo’s political elite. 

As 'ruling and opposition 
coalitions square off for the 
symbolic Sept. 11 contest, 
they face, however, a com- 
mon enemy: Voter indiffer- 
ence and disgust in a poll that 
media surveys suggest will 
attract a 40 per cent turnout 
at best. 

“We are literally both in 
the same boat with this elec- 
tion," said former Prime 
Minister Tsutomu Hata, who 
came to Nagoya with fellow 
opposition heavyweights on a 
train carrying ministers cam- 
paigning for the ruling party. 

The 17-day contest has 


national politicians stamped- 
ing to Nagoya — a city often 
disparaged in jokes as an 
insignificant stop on the bul- 
let train line between Tokyo 
and Osaka. 

The by-election is to ffll a 
seat for 'Aichi prefecture in 
Japan’s upper house of par- 
liament. The incumbent was 
stripped of his seat in July 
after it was discovered he 
falsified his academic record 
in fas victorious 1992 cam- 


paign. . 

Both camps are betting 
that as goes Aichi, home to 
•Toyota Motor Corporation 
and other world class manu- 
facturers, so will go Japan in 
a series of elections in the 
next year, 

“Far beyond sending a rep- 
resentative to the capita] 
from Aichi, this election will 
determine whether reform in 


Japan moves forward or fal- 
ters,” former Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa said on 
Aug. 25 

Not too far away. Foreign 
Minister Yohei Kono, who 
beads the ruling coalition 
partner Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), opened his 
candidate’s campaign by 
blasting the opposition 
groups for “waving a banner 
of reforms they can’t de- 
liver.” 

He said the LDP and its 
Socialist coalition partners 
would produce “steady, step- 
by-step reforms as a responsi- 
ble government.” 

With both sides offering 
vague messages, however, 
die most the Aichi campaign 
is likely to offer is a verdict 
on the political marriages 
that have taken place in re- 
cent months. 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (R) — Mex- 
ico’s recent elections opened 
the door for the strife-tom 
southern state of Qriapas to 
enter tbe nation’s political 
mainstream and avoid future 
bloodshed, political analysts 
say. 

Most election observers 
agreed last week’s vote was 
the first generally democratic 
election ever held in Chiapas, 
where the self-styled Zapatis- 
ta Army for National Libera- 
tion launched a rebellion 
New Year’s Day to demand 
democracy ana economic 
help. 

“This was the first real 
election here, before this 
elections here were a joke,” 
said Cesar Chavez, the cam- 
paign manager for Am ado 
Avendano, the losing guber- 
natorial candidate of the 
opposition Democratic Re- 
volution Party (PRD). 

Past elections here were 
marred by blatant fraud, 
according to analysts. The 
PRI rolled to at least 90 per 
cent of the vote in nearly 
every previous vote despite 
the area’s rampant poverty,, 
illiteracy and human rights 
abuses. 

Last week, thousands of 
poor Indians turned out to 
vote for the first time, includ- 
ing voters in areas controlled 
by the Mayan Indira Zapa- 
tistas. 

Like the rest of Mexico, 
Chiapas voted for ruling In- 
stitutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) candidate Ernes- 
to Zedillo, according to offi- 
cial results. 


But for the first time here, 
an opposition party garnered 
a significant vote. The left-of- 
centre PRD won 34 per cent’ 
of tbe vote in the state gov- 
ernor’s race rad a handful of 
munidpal elections. 

“Having democratic elec- 
tions (m Chiapas) helps chan- 
nel political discontent in the 
state,” political commentator 
Sergio Sarmiento told Ren- 
ters. 


any abuse was tolerated as 
long as the PRI got votes,” 
said U.S. anthropologist 
Ronald Nigh, who has stu- 
died the region’s large Indian 
groups for 25 years. 


“That should avoid haring 
dissatisfaction build until it 
bofls over in violence.” 

Election observers said the 
Chiapas vote was still pla- 
gued by irregularities. PRD 
officials believe Mr. Avenda- 
no won the state race and 
said they will prevent the 
PRI's winning candidate, 
Eduardo Robledo, from tak- 
ing office in December. 

Many observers com- 
plained of intimidation and 
coercion of voters by the PRI 
in villages throughout the 
state. 


Teas of thousands of Mex- 
icans massed in Mexico City’s 
central Zocalo Square Satur- 
day in a show of support for 
centre-left presidential candi- 
date Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, 
who claims last Sunday’s 
presidential elections were 
maned by massive frand. 

Tbe peaceful demonstra- 
tion of about 50,000 people 
took place boors after official 
results gave victory in the 
presidential race to Mr. 
Zedillo with 48.87 percent of 
the vote. 


al challenges to the election 
result, wfadi he called “scan- 
dalous”. 

“Today we cannot claim 
victory, but neither can we 
recognise the victory of any- 
one else,” he said. 

He told the raDy, which 
Mr. Cardenas supporters said 
was about half the size of his 
dosing campaign rally of 
more than 100,000 people 1 
two weeks ago, that the PRD 
would not carry out sit-in 
protests, takeovers of gov- 
ernment buildings or marches 
as in the past, in order not to 
invite government repres- 
sion. 


Residents of the town of 
Oxcbuc told Reuters the 
town mayor threatened to 
expel anyone from town who 
voted against the PRI. Tbe 
town voted for the PRD, 
according to official results. 

Despite the irregularities, 
most observers agree the vote 
marked a big step for a state 
languishing on Mexico's 
fringes, its lush landscapes 
and poor Indians more re- 
miniscent of neighbouring 
Guatemala than the rest of 
Mexico. 

“Until now, Chiapas was 
the bastard of Mexico where 


The results made Mr. 
Zedillo likely to become 
Mexico's first pres dent in at 
least 65 years to come to. 
power with less than 50 per 
cent of the vote. 

The results, based on re- 
turns from 291 of the coun- 
try’s 300 electoral districts, 
put Diego Fernandez De 
Cevallos of tbe c ons erv a tive 
National Action Party (PAN) 
second with 26.09 per cent of 
the vote and Mr. Cardenas of 
the centre-left Democratic 
Revolution Party (PRD) 
third with 16. 42 per cent. 

Six smaller parties and 
spoiled ballots accounted for 
the remainder of the vote. 

Mr. Cardenas, who has 
said tiie PRD was cheated 
out of millions of votes by 
fraud last Sunday, called on 
fas supporters to eschew vio- 
lence and concentrate on leg- 


“We do not want vio- 
lence,” he said. 

Instead, Mr. Cardenas 
Proposed legal challenges to 
rosfats of more than half 
of the 96,000 voting centres 
“ thc election and the 
establishment of “truth com- 
missions” across the country 

5 < E£2 nent fraud against 
the PRD. ^ 

Mr. Cardenas was widely 

“ ^ biggest loser in 

most 

election observers said irre- 
gularities were not big 

enough to have affected the 
result. 


Film on my life 
fake India’s 
‘bandit queen 1 


Japan’s Hitachi 
claims tiniest 
video camera 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
electronics maker has de- 
veloped the world's smallest 
video camera which can sit 
comfortably on tbe palm of a 
hand, the Yomiuri Shimbun 
reported Sunday. Hitachi Ltd 
made tbe prototype camera 
using a semiconductor chip 
instead of tape to store the 
video data. Chips have been 
used before in still electronic 
cameras, but the quantity of 
data needed to record mov- 
ing pictures had previously 
made this impractical for 
video. Hitachi’s camera uses 
compression techniques to 
squash the amount of data to 
one hundredth its original 
volume, then stores it on a 
400-megabyte semiconductor 
memory — equivalent to 

10.000 newsapeT pages. This 
enables it to record 30 mi- 
nutes of video. The company 
hopes advances in chip tech- 
nology will help it reduce the 
camera's weight below 300 
grammes (11 ounces). Tbe 
camera, however, will not be 
on the market for another 
five years, when it should 
cost around 100,000 to 

150.000 yen ($1,000 to 
1,500). 


Rude Russian 
bootlegs shock 
romantic novelist 



j NEW DELHI (R) — A 
woman bandit whose story 
inspired a celebrated Indian 
film on Hindu caste brutality 
and exploitation of women 
says much of the movie is not 
based on facts and accuses its 
makers of exploiting her. “I. 
wish they had killed me be- 
fore they made the film,” 
Phoolan Devi told Reuters. 
Bandit Queen, a movie on 
the 38-year-old woman re- 
cently freed on parole, was 
hailed at the Cannes and 
Edinburg Film Festivals' as a 
historic departure in Indian 
cinema. “With Bandit 
Queen, Indian cinema comes 
of age,” said London’s Even- 
ing Standard when it was 
shown at Cannes in May. 
“The way Italian cinema did 
in post-war years with Bicyle 
Thief of Japanese cinema 
with Seven Samurai in the 
1950’s. But Bandit Queen, 
shown to select audiences in 
Delhi this month, has yet to 
get a censors' certificate for 
release in India. Ms. Phoolan 
says she will oppose it. “1 will 
appeal to the High Court to 
stop the censors from passing 
the film,” she said, accusing 
director Shekhar Kapur and 
producer Sandeep Singh Bedi 
of dishonesty. Both say tbe 
movie is based on Ms. 
Phoolan's confessions to 
Mala Sen, who became a 
dose friend in long meetings 
during Ms. Phoolan’s 11 
years in jail, and wrote a 
book and film script. She says 
tbe film is littered with fac- 
tual errors, though she does 
not dray the mass rape which 
is central to its story. Ms. 
Phoolan has not seen the film 
and says Bedi and Kapur do 
not want to show it to her. 
“They have shown me naked 
to the press. People come to 
me rad say I look very sexy. I 
find all this humiliating,'' she 
said in a weekend interview. 


LONDON (R) — Romantic J 
writer Barbara Cartland is 
aghast that Russian pub- 
lishers have spiced up her coy ■ 
novels by adding eroitc pic- ' 
tures, Sunday’s People news- 
paper said. “They are cheap, 
disgusting and appalling con- 
tncks,” tile prolific British au- 
thor said of the pirated hard- 
back editions. Thc books, 
with pictures of pouting nude 
women on the covers and . 
raside, are being snapped up - ’ 
by Russians who expect a 
saucy read but instead get 
tame tales of romance full of 
glances and odd kisses, but 
no steamy encounters, the 
paper said. “They must think . 
that the only thing that sells is 
hot sex but they are wrong,” 
Mid 92-year-old Dame Bar- 
bara, step-grandmother of 
Britain's Princess Diana. 
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LONDON (R) — A Saudi ■ 
Arabian millionaire hired a • 
British butler for what was 
billed as a world-record sab ; 
ary ~ but he will be sacked if 
be tells ray jokes. Thc butler, ’ 
who also had to be a single * 
man, was hired for an annual 
fax-free salary of 125,000 
from the Ivor Spencer Butler 
Academy. The Saudi, whose 
name was not revealed, 
apparently had grown tired of • £ 
his previous wisecracking 
butler and wanted some 
straight-faced service from 
now on. 
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diminished doe to worsening weather from a tropical storm in 
the Florida Straits (AFP photo) 
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blamed the exodus on 32- 
year-old U.S. economic 
embargo on Havana. 

The televised announce- 
ment said “die rigorous eco- 
nomic blockade, toughened 
by the Torricelli Law and 
new measures taken recently 
against the people of Cuba, 
c onsti t ute die fundamental- 
factor, in current internation- 
al rircumstances, fostering 
mass migration towards die 
United States and which must 
be resofad/’'fbe statement 
said. 

“Nowthde*, the govern- 
ment of Cuba fees not refuse 
to hold docusnons on any 
issue that might be of interest 
for either of the two coun- 
tries,” it added. 

In Martha’s Vienyard, 
Massachusetts, where U.S. 
President Bill Qmton is vaca- 
tioning, a White House offi- 
cial said die United States 
would discuiu migration 
issues with Ctaba next week 
but would not agree to broad- 
w talks with Mr. Castro. 

The White House 
announcement came after 


more than 17.000 Cubans 
trying to sail to Florida on 
makeshift boats were picked 
up by the U.S. Coast Guard 
this month. 

Earlier in die day, a Cuban 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said the new U.S. sanctions 
against Cuba which came into 
force Friday simply have 
aggravated tensions between 
W ashingto n and Havana. 

Spokesman Miguel Alfon- 
so described relations be- 
tween the two countries as 
larticularly strained**, 
j that they were at their 
lowest level in 25 years. 

Mr. Clinton last week 
tightened U.S. sanctions on 
Havana ending die flow of 
U.S. dollars into Cuba, in- 
creasing charter travel res- 
trictions, stepping up press- 
ure on Cuban human rights 
issues at the United Nations 
and increasing anti-Castro 
radio broadcasts into Cuba. 

The new sanctions on 
Havana could deprive Cuba 
of up to $150 minion annually 
and may also reduce by 80 to 
90 per cent the estimated 

50,000 U.S. viators to Cuba 
each year, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

The number of Cuban 
emigrants {ricked up by the 
US. Coast Guard in die Florida 
Straits was down sharply for 
die day to 130 as of late 
Saturday, a Coast Guard 
spokesman said. 

Officials said rough weath- 
er in the area was at least 
partly responsible for the 
■drop-off in departures. 

The Cuban president may 
be weakened by the 
Communist-ruled island's 
economic woes but his 35- 
year-crid regime is not about 
to crumble, U.S. -based 


analysts say. 

The experts also estimate 
that President Clinton could 
well serve out his four-year 
term without seeing the 
bearded leader’s demise. 

“The U.S. is betting on 
that widespread popular up- 
risings will break out against 
Castro but that is unlikely to 
happen,” said Kero Glei- 
jeses, foreign pohey profes- 
sor at Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity's School or Advanced 
International Studies. 

Prof. Gleijeses told Reu- 
ters there were several fac- 
tors which keep shoring up 
Mr. Castro despite Cuba’s 
economic collapse. 

“Even though it has 
weakened over the past few 
years, the revolution still en- 
joys substantial support 
among the people in Cuba,” 
he said. “Castro also gave 
them their first truly indepen- 
dent government, sc there’s 
nationalism involved.” 

Mr. Castro came to power 
in 1959 after leading the re- 
volution that toppled military 
strongman Fnlgencio Batista. 

Since then he has survived 
U.S.-backed coup attempts 
and 32 years of a U.S. econo- 
mic embargo that has 'starved 
it of American trade, invest- 
ments and tourism. 

Prof. Gleijeses also listed 
the Communist leader’s deep 
social reforms, which gave 
Cuba one of the highest li- 
teracy rates and best public 
health systems in the hemis- 
phere. 

“There is also the question 
of Castro’s charisma, which 
has suffered as of late but is 
basically still there. On the 
other hand, people in Cuba 
bold a very negative view of 
the U.S.-based right-wing 
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from flw US. Coast Guard 
lefo a Cuban refogee who was 
at sea down the ship’s ladder to be 


transfer^ to a nary ship off the coast of Cuba 
(AFP photo) 


leaders of the exiled 
Cubans,” be added. 

Harvard Un i v e rsity Profcs- 
sor Jorge Dominguez said in 
a Friday teleconference with 
reporters in Washington that 
Mr. Castro was much weaker 
now than at any time in pre- 
vious decades. 

Earlier this summer Cuba 
saw its first massive, daylight 
anti-government street pro- 
test in decades and a wave of 
drip hijacking conducted at 
gunpoint — which suggest to 
Prof. Dominguez that the 
Communists are losing their 
grip. 

Also, the regime that was 
founded on the expropiation 
of foreign property was now 
eagerly courting foreign in- 
vestors and had allowed 
Cubans to hold U.S. dollars. 

Prof. Dominguez, howev- 
er, said he did not see Cuban 
communism crumbling in the 
next one or even two years. 

To base U.S. policy on 
the assumption that Castro 
will crumble is wrong,” he 
said. “Castro is now pursuing 
a policy of exporting die 
opposition, as he (fid success- 
fully in the 1960s and the 
1980s,” he added. 

Another leading U5. ex- 
pert on Cuba, the Centre for 
International Policy’s Wayne 
Smith, said tens of thousands 
of Cuba dissidents may flow 
out of tiie island due to the 
tough policies adopted by 
Mr. Qmton against Mr. Cas- 
tro’s government. 

Mr. Smith- also ridiculed 
the United States* mention 
that it might consider impos- 
ing a naval blockade against 
Cuba. 

“That would be impossi- 
ble. Imagine trying to stop 
Canadia n or French ships 
from reaching Cuba. It’s sil- 
ly,” he added. 

Former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary for In ter- American 
Affairs Elliot Abrams, now a 
senior fellow at the Hudson 
Institute, said that it was dif- 
ficult to say how long Mr. 
Castro could last. 

“The end is closer, but that 
does not teD us whether it will 
take six months or six years,” 
the conservative analyst told 
Reuters. 

However, Mr. Abrams 
said, Mr. Clinton would stage 
a major political victory if 
presided over Mr. Castro's 

fall 

“The problem is that tins 
ad mini str a tion cannot decide 
whether it wants to bring 
Castro down or not,” he 
added. 


Balladur popularity soars as Delors keeps own counsel 
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?ARIS (AFP) — The popu- 
larity of French P rim e Minis-, 
ter Edouard Balladur 
reached a new high August 
63 per cent of the electo- 
rate happy with his perform- 
ance, ac cor din g to an opinion 
poll published Sunday. 

The rise of five points in 
fit monthly IFOP poll ear- 
ned out for the Journal Du 
Dtmancbe Mr. Balladur 
die most popular premier 
since the poll began in Febru- 
ary 1959, with an average of 
53.4 per cent since his 


appointment in 
year. 

The new wifi be a blow to 
mayor of Paris Jacques Chir- 
ac, expected to be Mr. Bafia- 
dttr*s rival in the battle to win 

the endorsement of the right- 

wing coalition parties for 
their candidate in next May’s 
presidential election. 

— ft' was also expected to add 
spice to this weekend’s meet- 
ing of Socialists of the Te- 
moin (Witness) faction 
hfa by outgoing Euro- 


pean Commission President 
Jacques Delors. 

Mr. Delors, who steps 
down as the European Un- 
ion’s chief official at the end 
of this year, is under pressure 
to declare himself ready to be 
the Socialist candidate to suc- 
ceed President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

Hie is seen as the only 
Socialist likely to win the 
election, but, like Mr. Balla- 
dur, says be will make no 
statement before January. 


Mr. Delors arrived for the 
Temoin conference in Lo- 
rient, Brittany, Saturday, but 
it was uncertain if he wonld 
•even address it, let alooegive 
any hist as to his intentions. 

Temoin Chairman Fran- 
cois HoUande told the televi- 
sion charm el France 2 late 
Saturday that Mr. Delore 
would be prompted to ran for 
president only if the right's 
candidate seriously 
threatened European unity 
or social democracy. 


German SPD chooses campaign shadow cabinet 
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BONN (R) — German 
i Social Democratic 
j leader Rudolf Scharp- 
, unveils a shadow cabinet 
ay for October elec- 
tions, amid speculation it will 
include his chief party rival, 
but he remained tight-lipped 
on the team. 

Mr. Sr har ping declined 
comment Sunaay on ministe- 
rial candidates he has hand- 
picked for the final seven 
weeks of campaign i-"-g against 
OttnceDor Helmut KohL 
Weekend news reports said 
tit® catenet Hst included the 
Ambitious premier of north- 
ern Lower Saxony state, 
Gerhard Scbroeder, who lost 
a bitter race for the SPD 
chairmanship to Mr. Scharp- 
mg last year. 


“I am not going to talk 
about names in advance, 
Mr. Scharping, himself a 
state premier in southwestern 
Rhineland-Palatinate, told 

German Radio. 

Mr. Scharping, 47, smd he 
bad good relations with the 
50-year-old Schroeder, who 
is widely expected to renew 

his bid for the chairmanship if 

the SPD loses to Mr. Kohl on 
Oct. 16. 

Mr. Schroeder and Saar 
State Premier Oskar Lafon- 
taine, who SPD officials tip- 
ped as the candidate for fi- 
nance minister, are among 
the most powerful leaders of 
the often quarrelsome party. 

Bringing both men mto the 
core campaign team could 
give Mr. Scharpmg a badly- 


needed boost to recover from 
a slump in recent opinion 
polls. 

Mr. Scharping started his 
campaign early this year 
ahead of Mr. Kohl’s Christ- 
ian Democrats (CDU) in 
opinion polls based on a cam- 
paign against record unem- 
ployment and Germany’s 
worst recession since World 
War IL 

But economic recovery 
since mid-year has stolen 
some of the wind from his 
sails, dropping the SPD to 
between 35 and 37 per cent in 
August polls behind the 
CDU at 41 to 43 per cent 

A survey in the weekly 
Bfld Am So lining said more 
Germans would back the 
energetic Schroeder a g a i ns t 


Kohl than Mr. Scharpmg. 

In a survey of 2,000 Ger- 
mans carried out last week, 
the Sunday paper said 30 per 
cent would vote for Mr. 
Scharping, 41 .per cent for 
Mr. Kohl and 29 per cent for 
neither if the chancellor were 
directly elected. Balloting in 
Ge rm any is for parties. 

Mr. Schroeder however 
would score 44 per cent 
34 per cent for Mr. 
>hl, who has led a centre- 
right coalition since 1982. 

News reports said Mr. 
Scharping would name Mr. 
Schroeder either for a new 
“super” ministry combining 
energy and transport or for a 
portfolio covering econo- 
mics, technology and trans- 
port. 


Rwandans shoot returning refugee 


KIGALI (R) — Troops of 
the Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF) shot and killed a re- 
fugee returning home in a 
U.N. convoy as he tried to 
escape from them, a U.N. 
military spokesman said Son- 
day. 

Soldiers of the Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) de- 
tained the refugee at a check- 
point on the edge of the U.N. 
“safe zone” in southwestern 
Rwanda Late Saturday when a 
convoy of five British army 
trucks carrying 200 Hutu re- 
fugees home crossed into 
RPF territory. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Jean-Guy Plante told 
reporters that the man fled 
his captors and was pursued 
by about 15 RPF soldiers. 
Five bursts of automatic gun- 
fire were heard and the sol- 
dier returned saying they had 
killed the man. 

The man was apparently- 
suspected of involvement in 
the massacres of Tutsis ear- 
lier this year. Tim U.N. esti- 
mates some one million peo- 
ple were killed in a systematic 
campaign of genoade laun- 
ched by the former govern- 
ment against Rwanda’s 
minority. 

Maj. Plante said another 


three men from the convoy 
were detained at the check- 
point, some 40 kilometres 
east of the lakeside border 
town of Kibuye, and the 
U.N. was trying to discover 
their whereabouts. 

“This man was fleeing and 
in these amadous, if some- 
one runs you shoot,” Maj. 
Plante said. 

“The RPF has the right to 
arrest, search or detain some- 
one they suspect of crimes. 
They have the right to take 
whatever security measure 
they deem appropriate to 
protea themselves and all 
law-abiding citizens.” 

Maj. Plante admitted that 
the situation was embarras- 
sing for the U.N. but said no 
formal protest would be 
made. 

But he said the U.N. wc ud 
review its procedures for re- 
patriation in the light of' he 
shooting. Each day about 

1.000 are taken back volun- 
tarily in U.N. trucks. 

The U.N. has distributed 
leaflets in refugee camps to 
try to assure about 1.2 million 
Hutu refugees in Zaire and 

500.000 people displaced in- 
side Rwanda that it is safe to 
go back home following the 
end of the civil war that 


began in April. 

“We are telling everyone 
there is nothing to fear, but 
that is a broad assurance,” 
Maj. Plante said. 

“I am not going to tell a 
guy who has committed mas- 
sacres that he has nothing to 
fear. He knows that if he 
comes back, he will have to 
face the music.” 

The defeated Hutu govern- 
ment. holed up in eastern 
Zaire, has launched its own 
campaign of propaganda and 
intimidation ro keep the 
Hutu refugees with them in 
exile, telling them they will 
be slaughtered by the RPF if 
they return. 

The RPF has checkpoints 
on ail roads into the country, 
and out of the safe zoiic 
established in southwest 
Rwanda by French troops in 
June and now manned by 
U.N. African peacekeepers. 

RPF soldiers crosscheck 
returnees against a list of 
names and photographs of 
those allegedly implicated in 
the massacres. 

People suspected of acts of 
genocide have been arrested. 

The new government also 
told the U.N. last week (bat 
elements of the RPF had 


been guilty of revenge kill- 
ings and 64 soldiers had been 
arrested for such offences. 

Both the government and 
the U.N. have been trying to 
stop reprisals in order' to en- 
courage the huge number of 
refugees to return and help 
rebuild the shattered centra) 
African country. 

Zaire’s justice and defence 
ministers flew to the eastern 
border town of Goma Sunday 
for a meeting with a delega- 
tion from the new Rwandan 
government which was ex- 
pected to centre on the re- 
fugees on Zairean soil. 

Members of the Zairean 
team said the meeting was 
due to start at 2.00 p.ra. 
(1200 GMT), but they bad 
received no news of the 
whereabouts of the Rwandan 
ministers who were expected 
to cross from the border town 
of Gisenyi. 

So many returnees arriving 
daily in the Rwandan capital 
Kigali has created a fresh 
refugee problem in the city. 

Maj. Plante said many re- 
turnees were reporting to for- 
mer refugee sites — the 
Amaburu Stadium and the 
Sainte Fumille Religious 
Complex — hoping to be 
accommodated there. 


Greece 
tightens 
controls at 
Albanian 
border 

KSAMIL, Albania (R) — 
Greece has tightened con- 
trols at its sea and land bor- 
ders with Albania after ex- 
pelling thousands of illegal 
Albanian immigrants last 
week, Albanians living near 
frontier posts said Sunday. 

Albanians deported from 
Greece in the past few days 
said it was dangerous to cross 
the southern Albanian bor- 
der as Greek special police 
forces had begun to open fire 
without warning. 

Some said Greece had de- 
ployed patrol boats in the 
narrow channel separating 
the Albanian coast from the 
Greek island of Corfu and it 
was now impossible to make 
die crossing. 

“You have to be an idiot to 
try and cross to Corfu at the 
moment. You can be killed,” 
said Kristo Nano, who lives 
in the coastal town of Ksamil, 
opposite Corfu, 300 
kilometres south of Tirana. 

Mr. Nano was deponed 
back to Albania Saturday but 
had already weighed up the 
chances of returning to 
Greece via Corfu early Sun- 
day. 

The Albanian government 
said Sunday Greece had de- 
ported 24,000 illegal Alba- 
nian immigrants since Aug. 
15 in retaliation for tbe trial 
in Tirana of five ethnic Greek 
Albanians accused of spying 
for Athens. 

The influx had eased Satur- 
day with only some 2,000 
people arriving at border 
points from Greece, officials 
said. 

An estimated 350,000 
Albanians work in Greece, 
earning cash for families 
scraping by in Europe's 
poorest country. 

Thousands ~of immigrants 
have crossed the two 
kilometre-wide channel be- 
tween Albania and Corfu 
since the Communist regime 
in Tirana fell in 1990 and the 
borders of Europe’s most iso- 
lated state were flung open. 

Most crossed the channel 
in small rowing boats but 
budding Albanian entrep- 
reneurs had bought speed 
boats to feny immigrants to 
Corfu for a price. 

A Reuter reporter in Ksa- 
mil could see two Greek heli- 
copters hovering over the- 
Corfu coast, which local peo- 
ple said bad never happened 
before. 

Ksamil residents said 
Greek authorities had this 
year returned seven Albanian 
corpses to Ksamil of people 
who bad tried to cross tbe 
border or had died on Greek 
territory. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreon and 
President Constantine Kara- 
manlis discussed tightening 
borders and stepping up ex- 
pulsion, Greek government 
sources said last week. 

Tbe latest deportations, 
were the biggest since July 
last year when a quarrel be- 
tween the two Balkan neigh- 
bours erupted over Albania's 
expulsion of a Greek cleric 
whom Tirana accused of 
fomenting separatism in the 
south where most of the 
country's ethnic Greeks live. 

Greece accuses Tlioua of 
mistreating its Greek minor- 
ity* 


At least 50 dead in Moldovan flood 


CHISINAU (R) — Severe 
flooding in the former Soviet 
Republic of Moldova has kil- 
led at least 50 people and 
caused colossal damage. 
Prime Minister Andrei San- 
gfaeK said Sunday. 

The central part of die 
republic has already been de- 
clared a disaster zone and the 
death toll looks set to rise as 
rescuers reach more villages. 

“Tbe damage and tbe rains 
are colossal, Mr. Sangbeli 
said in a radio address. 

The republic was plunged 
into mourning Sunday, just a 
day after celebrating the third 
anniversary of its independ- 
ence from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Moldovan tricolour flags, 
with black ribbons attached, 
flew at half-mast from most 
buildings in the capital Chisi- 
nau. Radio and television sta- 
tions broadcast funeral litur- 
gies from local churches. 

The flood, caused by sever- 


al days of torrential rain, 
swept through, the central 
Hincesti region on Friday 
night. 

Local residents said the riv- 
er Prut rose five metres (16 
feet) in a few hoars. The rain 
was totally unexpected, since 
Moldova has been suffering a 
severe drought throughout 
the summer. 

Mr. Sangbeli said rescuers 
were finding five or six bodies 
in virtually every village that 
had been hit by floods, tbe 
latest in a string of natural 
disasters to strike the south- 
western republic this year. 

Floodwaters remain high 
and the heavy rain lashing 
central regions is forecast to 
continue until at least Mon- 
day. 

One village, Caprimeni, 
was completely cut off be- 
cause all roads and bridges in 
the area had been destroyed. 

“We will have to read] the 
village of Carpimeni. I think 


there arc dead people there 
as well,” said Mr. Sanghcb. 

President Mircea Snegur 
Saturday instructed the Fore- 
ign Ministry to appeal for aid 
from abroad. 

Other former Soviet re- 
publics have already offered 
to help. Belarus says it will 
send temporary housing to 
help resettle the homeless by 
the onset of winter. 

Moldovans arc still reeling 
from the unprecedented 
drought, which has cost agri- 
culture at least 5140 million, 
and a tornado which ripped 
through several northern re- 
gions on Aug. 11, killing 
three people and injuring 80 
more. 

Officials said the tornado 
had also caused around 5140 
million worth of damage. Mr. 
Sengheli said a special com- 
mission bad been set up to 
estimate the cost of the 
floods. 


North rejects S. Korean reactors 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea hinted this weekend 
that it would strongly reject a 
dominant role oy South 
Korea in an international bid 
to provide safer react ots for 
its suspected nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

Instead, Pyongyang said 
the issue should be settled in 
negotiations between 
Washington and Pyongyang. 

“From the outset we did 
not give any consideration to 
the South Korean LWR 
(light water reactor),” the 
North’s official Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency fkCNA) 
said in a commentary moni- 
tored late Saturday night. 

The commentary was inter- 
preted here as Pyongyang’s 
outright rejection of South 
Korea’s conditional offer to 
supply light-water reactors 
that produce less plutonium 
than graphite- mod rr d 
models. 

“It could be imerpreic _s 
Pyongyang's formal re. -c- 
tion, even though it was ust 
carried as commentary,” iaid 
a monitor at South Korea's 
official Nacwoc Press. 

The comment, monitors 
here appeared to show a 
hardening of Pyongyang's 
stance towards Seoul ahead 


of technical talks to be held 
Saturday between Pyongyang 
and Washington. 

The KCNA dispatch coin- 
cided with report of a Rus- 
sian suggestion that Moscow 
supply technology, facilities 
and experts for tbe construc- 
tion of new reactors in North 
Korea. 

Radio Moscow, monitored 
Saturday by Naewoe, quoted 
a Russian Foreign Ministry 
official as saying that North 
Korea wanted to introduce 
Russian reactors. 

South Korea may be able 
to finance the building, but it 
would be extremely difficult 
for tbe Northto accept the 
participation of South Ko- 
rean nuclear experts, the offi- 
cial was quoted as saying. 

Japan wants a fund to be 
established by the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrialised 
nations and other countries 
for tbe reactors, with details 
to be worked out before the 
l\S. and North Korea re- 
sume high-level talks Sept. 
23, the Yomiuri Shimbun 
said. 

In the Aug. 12 statement in 
Geneva. North Korea 
pledged to freeze its nuclear 
programme and in return 
Washington said it would 


arrange to provide light- 
water reactors. 

South Korea offered to 
provide the reactors on con- 
dition that Pyongyang open 
up two undeclared nuclear 
fadlicies to inspection. But 
North Korea angrily refused 
to allow inspectors into tbe 
two unreported sites, sus- 
pected of storing plutonium. 

On Friday, South Korean 
Ambassador Han Seung-Soo 
said in Washington that 
South Korea should play a 
central role in providing reac- 
tors to North Korea, describ- 
ing special inspections as a 
key to settlement of the nuc- 
lear dispute. 

U.S. officials said the 
Geneva statement envisioned 
special inspections. But Mr. 
Han said Pyongyang and 
Washington left “a planned 
ambiguity” in the statement. 

“The issue of tbe provision 
of tbe LWR is, to all intents 
and purposes, a matter that 
must be settled between 
(North Korea) and the Un- 
ited States, which does not 
allow the South Korean au- 
thorities to obtrusively inter- 
fere,” KCNA said. 

It acknowledged that 
North Korea had discussed 
the reartor issue 


Khmer Rouge claims ‘liberation’ of 50 villages 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
claimed Sunday to have 
“liberated" more than 50 vil- 
lages immediately north of 
Cambodia’s second city, Bat- 

tamh ang . 

In a broadcast monitored 
in Bangkok, Khmer Rouge 
radio said the “mopping-up 
Operation” launched Satur- 
day would continue in the 
direction of Battambang, 
where essential supply lines 
were disrupted. 

On Saturday, officials in 
Phnom Penh said 100 guerril- 
las in boats had attacked the 
hekvily-floo^ed town of 
Ansang Sork, some 10 
kilometres (six miles) north 
of Battambang, killir 1 two 
soldiers and wounding .tight. 

But government forces se- 
cured the town a few hours 
later, the officials said. 

Khmer Rouge radio 
claimed the guerrillas had 
moved to within five 
kilometres of Battambang 
Saturday, when they entered 
Damn Teav, 

It said the attac' 
place along the S'unf 
Iter River from I k 
to Daun Teav, v* 
the “liberation of 
half of Ba*tam‘ 
and 52 other vil 


*ook 
mg- 
> P 


as 90,000 Khmer inhabi- 
tants.” 

Half of the normal supplies 
for Battambang were pre- 
vented from reaching the city 
in the wake of the attack, the 
radio said. 

The government had in- 
sufficient forces in the area — 
“only a handful of several 
dozen administrative, police 
and military personnel to de- 
fend the villages” — and 109 
of them had surrendered and 
sworn loyalty to the Khmer 
Rouge, toe radio said. 

A substantial number of 
Khmer Rouge soldiers have 
defected to the government 
this month in a southern pro- 
vince where the guerrillas are 
holding three Westerners 
hostage. Defence Minister 
Tea Chamrath said Saturday. 

A government commander 
at the scene told tbe Associ- 
ated Press that more than 50 
guerrillas had defected, in- 
cluding ter, Friday after gov- 
ernment troops bombarded 
heir bases with light artillery 
fire. 

Australian David Wilson, 
29, Briton Mark Slater, 28. 
rod Frenchman Jean Michel 
Braquet, 27, were kidnapped 
on July 26 after Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas ambushed 
the tra* i on which they were 


travelling, killing 13 passen- 
gers and wounding 20 others. 

The three have spent the 
past month in a guerrilla 
hideout at the foot of Voar. 
or Vine. Mountain, in Kam- 
pot province about 150 
kilometres south of Phnom 
Penh. 

The government rein- 
forced the province with up 
to 3,000 extra soldiers and 

1,000 police this month. 

“I heard this morning that 
a lot of Khmer Rouge de- 
fected to us because they 
don’t like Mr. Pact," Mr. Tea 
Chamrath told the Associ- 
ated Press, 

General Paet is tbe local 
commander of the Khmer 
Roge force holding the hos- 
tages. 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
who dashed with government 
troops Friday may have been 
attempting to move the hos- 
tages to a stronghold on tbe 
Thai border, a government 
spokesman said. 

“Less than 20 or 30 
Khmer Rouge tried to cross 
Rpute Three and there was 
some fighting,” Secretary of 
State for Information Khieu 
Kanhartth said Saturday, 
Route 3 is the main highway 
from Phnom Penh to the 
coastal province of Kampot. 
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Another milestone 


TODAY MARKS another mflestone in the 
Palestmian-lsraeli peace relations when both 
sides sign the p ainstaking ly negotiated 
accord on extending Palestinian self-rule to 
the rest of the West Bank. Under the 
so-called “early empowerment” accord 
hammered out in Egypt, Israel is supposed to 
hand over control over education, health, 
taxation, tourism and social welfare. These 
five spheres of control are not as inconse- 
quential as they may appear at first glance. 
For all intents and purposes these newly- 
added authorities could pave the way for 
additional Palestinian sovereignty rights. 

The most immediate result of today’s 
signature of the accord on extended Palesti- 
nian authority, though, could be the setting 
of the stage for the redeployment of Israeli 
troops in the remaining Pal estinian territor- 
ies in preparation for Palestinian national 
elections scheduled to take place before the 
end of this year. Agreement on conditions 
under which such envisaged Palestinian elec- 
tions could be held would be the real test of 
Israeli intentions on the future course of the 
Palestmian-lsraeli peace front The PLO is 
demanding and rightly so that Palestinian 
self-rule “parliamentary” elections be held 
freely. As long as Israeli soldiers are patroll- 
ing Palestinian cities and towns, any such 
elections would be a suspect That is why an 
agreement on the “redeployment” of Israeli 
military personnel in the occupied areas is so 
essential to the success of the PLO-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Still this would be only one side of the 
equation. An equally important dimension is 
the level of the FLO’s adherence to pluralis- 
tic democracy and human rights when con- 
ducting the projected elections. It is perhaps 
too early for the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) to observe folly international 
norms on human rights since its authority is 
still at the embryonic stage and it has yet to 
consolidate its grip on power. Yet it is never 
too early to start the process of Palestinian 
democracy and respect for human rights 
especially when it comes to freedom of the 
press. 

The PNA record is already blemished by 
the unexplained death of a Palestinian de- 
tainee and the closure of two newspapers. 
We trust these violations are mere aberra- 
tions and are not samples of more similar 
disrespect for human rights. The PLO is 
surely aware more than anybody else that it 
is constantly under the international micro- 
scope which can be expected to continue 
probing into Palestinian conduct on all 
levels. The upcoming Palestinian national 
election?: must therefore be free from both 
Israeli presence and duress as well as from 
Palestinian disregard for international stan- 
dards on human rights. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’i Arabic daily Sunday demanded a closer measure 
of coordination of policies among Arab countries in general 
and between the Palestinian and Jordanians in particular in 


matters concerning the repatriation and compensation of 
the Palestinian refugees. Forty six years have elapsed since 


the start of the refugees tragedy but nothing has been done 
to serve them justice in implementation of U.N. resol u- 
-tions, simply because Israel has been adamant in refusing 
to return the refugees to their homeland and due to the 
strong backing for such policy Israel has been getting from 
Wertem nations, said the paper. But, said the paper, 
despite the past 46 years of displacement and despite the 
U.S.-Israeli-British policies of incorporating the refugees in 
the neighbouring Arab states, the refugees question 
continues to be among the major sources of conflict in the 
Middle East. According to UNRWA figures, the number 
of refugees in Jordan alone has now risen to 1.93 million, of 
whom 20.5 per cent live in camps and Jordan has 
been shouldering additional economic political and social 
burdens since the 1946 war, said the paper. TTie interna- 
tional legitimacy, said the paper, remains only on paper as 
long as the question of the Palestinian refugees remains 
outstanding. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour tackled the question of 
unemployment, blaming its rising volume on the presence 
of guest workers in the Kingdom. Mere calls on businesses 
to exr.rnd or hope for rvw ones to open to provide 
j opportunities is not enough as long as the labour market 
remains in chaos, said Mohammad Doud. It is not enough 
to force the non-Jordanians to abide by the Jordanian laws 
and pay the fees for their work permits. What is needed is 
to force all businesses to give priority in employment to 
Jordanians, said the writer. No guest worker should be 
employed unless the Ministry of Labour is well assured that 
Jordanians cannot fill the vacancy, said the writer. 


Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sadi 


Abortion controversy to dominate 


the agenda of Cairo conference 


THERE IS no doubt that the issue of abortion will dominate 
the discussions in the September World Conference on 
Population and Development. It is no accident that Cairo is 
hosting this highly important meeting since Egypt has one of 
the highhest fertility rates in the world. There is no better 
country to demonstrate the organic link between population 


and development than Egypt. 

Given its population explosion and its strong religious 
background, Egypt offers a tine example of how traditions 
and religious values could be on a collision course with 
economic, social and cultural developments. 


Yet the fact remains that there are many religious 
communities which value the right to life more than the right 
to development and in this context there could be a dash of 
perspective and even interest. Human rights activists could 
be divided on this vexing issue with some arguing and quite 
forcefully, that the collective right to life cannot be secured 
in isolation from economic and social development. Against 
this backdrop, the individual right to life may appear in 
conflict with the collective right to development on all levels. 
The opposing school of thought would argue that this basic 
human right to life can be enjoyed and protected without 
sacrificing, in any way, shape or form, the overall economic 
development of any given country provided that the econo- 
mic planning and implementation are executed properly and 
faithfully. 


Many industrial countries suffer from negative population 
growth and are encouraging immigration to their societies in 
a bid to escalate rather than retard economic growth. The 
U.S., Canada and Australia, to name just a few examples, 
still have an active immigration policy in order to bolster 
their economic well being and prosperity. On the other side 
of the pendulum sits countries such as China, India, 
Indonesia and Egypt, which dearly suffer from population 
increases. It would be interesting to probe into the question 
of whether any of these countries would have still had major 
economic problems had they adopted the land of economic 


strategies that served well the Western industrial world. The 
population problems of Egypt and Nigeria, for example, are 
not necessarily attributed to their population crisis. As a 
matter of fact, had such countries practised the kind of 
economic styles that served the West so w ell, t heir popula- 
tion problems would have been solved naturally. Still the 
p rime issue for h uman rights is the right to life, which 
supercedes all other human rights, be they individual or 
collective. Immediately after conception, a ferns would 
acquire a body, soul and spirit, argues the Catholic Church. 

Without the need to delve in religious arguments, there is no 
doubt that a fetus is a form of life which is independent of the 
life of the mother or the father. This right) which human 
rights instruments try to protect, especially when the 
category of fetuses represents a vulnerable group of people 
who cannot defend themselves. There is always toe un- 
wanted fetuses whose rights dash with the right of the 
mother who might have become pregnant unwillingly, as a 
result of incest or rap. If life resulting from sexual violence 
can be terminated, there is no more credible reason not to 
terminate other unwanted fetuses. And if the life of a fetus 
becomes life threatening to the life of the mother, then a 
choice must be made something which entails the sacrifice of 
one life for another. I don’t think anybody has all the perfect 
answers to all the dimensions associated with abortion. We 
kill soldiers belonging to an enemy state in order to defend 
the lives of our own military people and defend the country 
from aggression. A choice appears inevitable in aQ such 
situations. As the late U.S. President J.F. Kennedy once 
remarked, life is unfair by nature. Some young men are 
lucky enough to be posted insafe and secure areas of combat 
and others are arbitrarily chosen to engage the enemy in a 
bloody confrontation. 

It would be interesting to see how the Cairo conference 


would deal with the abortion issue given its complexity 
die inherent contradictions pertaining to it. One has to 


remain open-minded about the subject and amenab le to sane 
and humane reasonings on both sides of the fence. 




need for multi-level 
peace making 


By Maher J. Massas 


IN THE past few years, our 
m?dia and leaders have 
be-.-n very busy with the 
developments of the peace 
process. Often the press has 
been characterised by ups 
and downs as certain events 
and issues either raised our 
hopes or subdued them. 
These ops and downs are 
quite natural in the face of a 
complicated and multi- 
dimensional peace process. 
But what is important to 
keep in mind is the bold 
decision taken by our lead- 
ers to vigorously pursue 
peace with Israel despite 
the difficulties, risks and 
uncertainty. However, 
what we are lacking at this 
stage in peace making is a 
multi-level peace process 
that is essential for reinforc- 
ing a potentially successful 
peace agreement with 
Israel. 

Before I elaborate on 
what multi-level peace 
making means, let me brief- 
ly review the significance of 
the multi-dimensionality of 
the current peace process. 
Quite simply, a peace treaty 
may imply the absence of 
war between two parties. 
Bnt a multi-dimensional 
peace refers to the final 
resolution of all outstanding 
issues that have collectively 
been the source of conflict 
between two countries. For 
instance, in the economic 
dimension, agreements on 
how to improve trade rela- 
tions, expand tourism and 
develop the Jordan Rift 
Valley — could not lead to 
a peace treaty until other 
issue? in other dimensions, 
sue!; ns !?; : water issue, the 
rerun of Jordanian lands 
fre-m i^rael, demarcation of 
boundaries and national 


security arrangements are 
resolved. In essence, the 
interconnectedness of di- 
verse issues necessitates a 
multi-dimensional peace 
approach. 

What we are currently 
lacking is the type of peace 
making that brings indi- 
vidual Jordanian and Israeli 
citizens together at diffe- 
rent levels of society. From 
domestic non-government 
'associations to the average 
individual citizen, interac- 
tion with corresponding ele- 
ments of Israeli society 
would be beneficial. What 
this means is that we also 
have to make a brave deci- 
sion. Can we envision a 


we should reinforce such a 
process by adopting a multi- 
level peace approach that 
encompasses the efforts of 
associations, institutions 
and individual citizens. I am 
not implying here to imple- 
ment the above suggestions 
within 24 hours, but to at 
least take the little steps of 

or Mninnnicati r »ig that can 

lead to full cooperative re- 
lations between the two 
societies. In other words, 
once all issues are resolved, 
including the status of Jeru- 
salem, there is no reason 
why Israel should not have 
complete and comprehen- 
sive normal relations with 
Jordan. 


“Our peace making efforts may fan. Bnt what is 
worse tha n failure is not trying at aU. Jordan does not 
eaisi in a vacuum frozen in time and space. The 
realities of change within it and around it most be 
wen-conceived of and responded to in a manner that 
sustains our national dignity while ensuring the 
attainment of long-teim interests.” 


close friendly relationship 
with the Israeli people? If 
we can, then we must act 
We should intensify our in- 
teraction with Israelis. We 
should establish sisterhood 
universities, academic ex- 
change programmes, scien- 
tific cooperation and cultu- 
ral exchange programmes. 
Moreover, we should estab- 
lish dose cooperation be- 
tween Jordanian profes- 
sional organisations and 
their counterparts in Israel. 

These few latter sugges- 
tions may be shocking to 
many people. But why 
should they? If we support 
our leaders' efforts in multi- 
dimensional peace making, 


the 

and 


It is our responsibility to 
take action that we strongly 
believe reinforces the will 
of our leaders and directs 
our younger generations to- 
wards a new probable real- 
ity that is characterised by 
security, peace, economic 
development and 
spread of freedom 
democracy. Of course, 
there are no guarantees. 
Our peace making efforts 
may rail. But what is worse 
than failure is not trying at 
all. Jordan does not exist in 
a vacuum frozen in time 
and space. The realities of 
change within it and around 
it must be well-conceived of 
and responded to in a man- 


ner that sustains our nation- 
al dignity while ensuring the 
attainment of long-term in- 
terests. 

Our greatest intellectual 
challenge is to not dwell on 
the past glories and use 
those as a basis of proving 
the greatness of our civilisa- 
tion. Indeed, we have a 
tremendous cultural history 
to be proud of. But do we 
want our children in the 
eariy part of the next cen- 
tury to think about the 
greatness of the Arab peo- 
ple only by reading their 
history books or do we want 
them to live it? We are in 
need of a new Arab 
awakening, a renaissance 
that generates positive 
thinking in a mann er that 
focuses on our future 
potential by taking the 
necessary steps today. One 
of these steps is full peace 
and the other is democracy. 
We cannot have one with- 
out the other. 

Apathy is indeed a 
cancerous disease of any 
civilised society. It slowly 
eats away at the very fabric 
that binds our extended 
Jordanian family. It slowly 
destroys the building blocs 
of our nation, and it leads 
■to a collective conscious- 
ness based on stubborn 
ignorance and the fear of 
positive change. By taking 
action we are finding a cure 
for this cancer and we are 
rejuvenating the health of 
the nation. Multi-dimen- 
sional peace making and 
multi-level peace making 
are two valves of the same 
heart. 


The writer is a PhD. 
candidate in political scien- 
ce at Houston University, 
the U.S. He contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


Castro posing 
political threat 
to Clinton 


By Laurence McQuillan 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, 
struggling to cope with 
Cuba’s Fidel Castro, finds 
himself fighting a ghost 
from' the past who is present- 
ing a new threat to the 
youthful U-S. president s 
political future. 

Already trying to over- 
come a tarnished interna- 
tional image. Mr. Clinton 
has been forced to hastily 
put together a strategy for 
dealing with a wave of 
Cuban boat refugees that 
has raised doubts among 
even the president's loyal 
supporters. 

Mr. Clinton abruptly en- 
ded a 28-year policy of 
automatically admitting 
Cuban refugees to the Un- 
ited States. Then, when 
Cuban -American activists 
'became upset, he tightened 
the economic embargo on 
Cuba to intensify pressure 
on Mr. Castro. 

The ageing Cuban leader 
has called off the patrols 
that previously stopped his 
people from leaving. As in 
the Mariel Boatlift of 1980, 
he has simply adopted the 
policy of standing by and 
watching Washington 
squirm. 

Mr. Clinton, whose 
approval rating at home has 
plunged to around 40 per 
cent in the polls, knows a 
mistake in handling Cuba 
could become a fatal flaw 
for him politically. 

He has appeared to be 
approaching the crisis as a 
domestic problem rather 
than a diplomatic dilemma. 
Secretary of state Warren 
Christopher and White 
House National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake 
have both been on vaca- 
tion, although Mr. Christ- 
opher was summoned back 
to Washington Thursday. 
Attorney-general Janet 
Reno has been the main 
spokesperson for the Cuba 
policy. 

White House and State 
Department officials have 
clashed over how to deal 
with Mr. Castro, who has 
been a thorn in the side of 
U.S. presdeoti since he top- 
pled President Fulgenrio 
Batista in 1959. 

Should Washington talk 
to Mr. Castro? The Cuban 
leader, who ironically con- 
sumed much of the time of 
Mr. Clinton's boyhood idol. 
President John Kennedy, 
has offered talks as a way 
out of the latest strains be- 
tween. Washington and 
Havana. 

But the United States is 


balking, even at a time 
when it is engaged in a 
dialogue with old cold war 
enemies such as China. 
North Korea and Vietnam. 

To talk to Cuba, senior 
U.S, officials say, would 
divert Mr. Castro's atten- 
tion at a time when he 
should be thinking of demo- 
cratic reforms to ease the 


plight of his people. 
“We're not interested in 


having a higher- level poli- 
tical dialogue with Cuba,” 
Undersecretary of State Pe- 
ter Tamoff said. “Our posi- 


tion is. we are not gome to 
rith Cas- 


erne r a dialogue with 
tro over the pace and na- 
ture of change in Cuba.” 

The official see Mr. Cas- 
tro as trying to lay his prob- 
lems at the feet of the Un- 
ited States. 

“It is Castro and the 
Cuban government’s fault," 
White” House Spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers 
said of the refugees. “The 
people are leaving repres- 
sive circumstances and a 
crumbling economy, all 
brought about by Fidel Cas- 
tro's refusal to move to 
democratic and economic 
reforms.” 

Even fellow democrats, 
however, have problems 
with the refusal to talk. 
Senator Christopher Dodd 
of Connecticut branded the 
approach as “mindless and 
foolish.” 

Administration officials 
dust off the cold war rhetor- 
ic of the past and insist that 
the United States cannot 
deal with a leader who is 
still wed to Communist 
ideology and denies fun- 
damental civil liberties to 
his people. 

The policy, however, 
apparently only applies to 
Mr. Castro. Mr. Clinton 
met in the Oval Office 
Thursday with Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown to 
discuss Mr. Brown’s up- 
coming trip to China. 

Not only does Commun- 
ism still flourish in China, 
but Mr. Clinton earlier this 
year had to abandon his 
demands for human rights 
improvements there — 
essentially because Beijing 
refused to listen to him. 

White House officials 
watch the relentless flotilla 
of Cubans with deepening 
unease. They point out that 
when U.S. vessels began 
picking up Haitian boat 
people and taking them to 
Guantanamo, the Haitian 
exodus stopped in eight 
days. 

But the Cuban exodus 
has been maintaining a 
steady pace despite the 
tough new Clinton policy. 


LETTERS 


Unfounded criticism 


To the Editor: 


JUST FOR the record, not all American citizens in 
A mm a n see eye to eye with E. Yaghi’s harangue about the 
American embassy (Jordan Times, August. 25-26). 

Hav ing hved in Amman on and off for the past two 
years, first as aFulbright scholar, and later as a jour nalist , I 
have had plenty of opportunities to view the embassy staff 
at dose range. 

I feel that Ms. Yaghi’s “take” on the local staff-or 
FOreign Service Nationals (FSNs) as they are professionally 
lmown — was grossly unfair. Whatever you choose to call 
these emninwfis, they are certainly courteous and profes- 


■ , TT ‘ - ■ _ — j — " wuiiwus auu iniwtr 

a . onaI - However, Tm sorry to say that their visitors are not 
always the easiest people to service. 

Moreover, I ran only assume that Ms. Yaghi did not 
approachthe hbrarian with a specific entjuiry, nor did she 


to her for that matter. I have spent a fair 
smuMomt of time m the library and can attest to toe feet that 
t tei?5 r S? an ^P es m have excellent English language 

she doesn’t speakawS 

■ Greek). And when it comes to locating material and 

coUea 8° es » helpful and effitient. 

_Tl»y dont, however, perform miracles. 

J wdanian employees are not blessed 
wtotoesame level of English profidency as American 
a^s who may come to the embassy, on the whole the 
ttandard of English amongst FSNs is remarkably high, 
i f d any, have problems communicating basic 

^ tt r* h Ule y might find i, Alt to 

sustain a conversation about nuclear physics. 

. Yaghi ' s po^ 1 abom the duty 
cn^ c ! ac,ls reganJless of colour and 

SSitv *** ^d the vision of 

“imecessaniy preaches. Her unfounded 
remarks about the embassy's Jordanian 
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Jordan’s moves help peace 

(CMfiawd from page 1) their sole and Jcjntfmate 
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people would come to an end 
soon. . 

He said Iraq was “an im- 
portant part of die region, 
and its national unity and 
fu i nre are important to the 
whole repon.** 

On reports of Iraq’s m- 
wfaementin the Middle East 
peace process, K3ng Hussein 
said “Iraq has its own weight 
and influence in this region.” 
King Hussein, who left for 
Germany and France on Sun- 
day, said Jordan mairrfarnq 
good relations with both 
countries and voiced hope 
that they would support Jor- 
' dan and help ease its debt 

• burden. 

On the Washington Dec- 
' laration. King Hussein said 
the reference in the dedara- 

tion to Jordan’s sovereignty 
over holy places in Jerusalem 
“is a statement of fact and a 

• reality.” 

Ionian has been able to 
win recognition of its role in 
Jerusalem on behalf of the 
Islamic I lmma, he said. This 
role, the King said “is a 
responsible role which Jor- 
dan continues to perform.” 
The King said Jordan does 
not compete with any party, 
nor does it seek to impose 
itself on them. 

The Kmg said Jordan’s 
' position towards Jerusalem 
; evolved from the special 
place Jerusalem has m the 
conscience and hearts of 
Jordanians, Arabs and Mus- 

• Sms. 

“Jordan’s historic position 
! towards Jerusalem is well- 
known. So is its status since it 
: is part of oar past and present 
. memories and our future vi- 
sion of the Holy CSty.” 

The King said the Jorda- 
■ man role m the upkeep of 
Islamic holy places “had con- 
tinued despite the fall of 
Jerusalem under Israeli 
occupation in 1967.” 

Jordan has continued to 
supervise the holy places in 
Manx Watrf, oversee Isla- 
mic jurisprudence and main- 
tain its role after 1974, when 
the Palestinian people recog- 
nised the Palestine libera- 
tion Or ganisati on (PLO) as 


their sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative at the Rabat sum- 
niit, he noted. 

The Palestinian decision 
did not affect our responsibil- 
ity towards the Iriaimr holy 
places. On the contrary, we 
have been asked to continue 
to perform onr role and duty 
towards these places,” the 
King said. 

Tne King stressed that the 
issue of Jerusalem would be 
(fiscussed by the Palestinians 
and Israelis in rehg final nego- 
tiations on the status of Jeru- 
salem. 

The subject was raised in 
Washington because “we be- 
lieve that there could not be 
any agreement on any formu- 
la without Jerusalem,” King 
Hussein said. Jerusalem is 
sacred to all followers of the 
three monotheistic faiths, 
and, as such, a religious 
sovereignty on it should only 
be to God” 

The King said there was no 
problem with the Palestinians 
over Jerusalem or any other 

issu es. 

“The problem, if any, 
might be at the leadership 
level,” he said. “Everybody 
should know that we seek 
coordination and that we 
have been calling for 
Jordanian-Palestiman coor- 
dination and Jordanian- Arab 
coordination, but such coor- 
dination is lacking.” 

On the latest meetings be- 
tween senior Palestinian and 
Jordanian officials in Am. 
man, the King said the meet- 
ings stressed the need for 
Jordanian-Palestiman coor- 
dination and cooperation. 

Asked whether a new 
Jordanian government was 
being planned, the King said: 
“There is nothing that pushes 
in that direction. Such a 
change usually takes place 
when circumstances warrant 
it.” 

The King said no time has 
been fixed for a visit to Jeru- 
salem but added that he 
received an invitation. 

“When I go to Jerusalem, I 
do not need a permission 
from anybody. I will go there 
as a Hashemite, Arab, Jorda- 
nian Muslim, who has a right 
to go there,” be said. 


Demirel supports peace moves 

(Coatinoed from page 1) attended by His Royal Hig 
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pace despite the i «irel earlier Sunday held a 
new Clinton polk) meeting in teghadan Palace 


attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Demirel also visited 
the tombs of the late King 
Abdullah, King Talal and 
Queen Zein AI Sharaf where 
be laid wreaths. 

The Turkish president also 
laid wreaths on the tombs of 
Turkish soldiers who were 
killed in World War I and 
buried in Salt CSty. He was 
accompanied by the King’s 
political adviser, Marwan Al 
Qassem. 

Mr. Demirel was seen off 
upon departure by King Hus- 
sein and Prince Hassan and 
other Jordanian officials who 
had also received him upon 
arrival 


Talks advance development plans 

(Continued from page 1) with American assistance 


cism 


two sides had yet to find 
solutions for complicated 
matters like those related to 
borders and water issues. 

Israel wishes to create a 
common park at the 
Jordanian-Israeli borders 


with American assistance but 
it does not mean that Israel 
was trying to avoid riiscnssmg 
the border issue, he said. 

Referring to the water 
question, Mr Bentsour said 
mat Israel had its own ideas 
but was ready to listen to 
Jordanian proposals. 


Algeria-Morocco row 

and show pressing need. 


(Coathmed from page 1) 

police against Algerian visi- 
tors. Algerian-registered can 
me stopped and the occu- 
pants taken to police stations 
where they are insulted, 
pushed around, questioned 
and fingerprinted. 
Moroccan newspapers 

have characterised the rob- 
bery as part of a “destabffisa- 
fesn” c am p ai gn, while the 
Spanish press has raised the 
spectere of Algeria’s Islamic 
rebellion spilling into Moroc- 
co. 

Morocco’s Interior Mims- 
tiy has slightl y eased the visa 
tides to allow special entry to 
Algerians — only through 

Tuesday — if they “justify 

drear ignorance” of the rule 


■ The passes, obtained at 
border posts, could help 
Algerian residents of 
Europe, finishing vacations 
in their homeland, to drive 
back to Europe via Morocco 
and ferry across the Gibraltar 
Straits. 

Hundreds of such people 
were stranded at the border 
Saturday. They worried ab- 
out returning to work or 
school in Europe on time 
after being told that obtain- 
ing entry visas could take 
weeks. 

The government also urged 
the national feny company to 
give priority to bringing 
home stranded Algerians. 
The state railroad was told to 
help drive home Algerians 
stuck at the border. 


By Yel ena Khanpt 

MOSCOW — After a few 
yeais* absence, I returned 
to Moscow recently and dis- 
covered something that sur- 
prised me greatly: a grow- 
ing feeling of annoyance 
towards America. 

Five years ago h seemed 
that we Russians were 
knocking on heaven’s door. 
The rich American unde 
promised us the keys and 
sent advisers to guide us. 
Now, as Russians see it, the 
advisers have left us with a 
mess while taking their 

handsome consulting fees 
back to the States. Some 
people believe we have be- 
come a playground for the 
American experts and their 
world-class egos. 

True, we can always re- 
ject their advice. Box the 
international lenders are 
pushing it on us. Besides, 
it’s always easier to blame 
someone else. 

We do have professional 
America-haters, such as the 
right-wing Communists or 
the chauvinist followers of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, but I 
am not talking about them. 

I am talking about people 
who not long ago were 
warm towards the United 
States. 

One of them is a friend, 
Boris Phijnesky, who works 
in nuclear disarmament. 
“They said they came here 
to make the world safer,” 
he says of the United 
States’ efforts to cut the 
Russian military. “Right. 
Now we’ve got massive 
layoffs. Whole dries have 
been wiped out economical- 
ly- 

“America, meanwhile, 

I has tire upper hand, phis a 
bigger shoe of the world 
arms market — maybe the 
only industry in which we 
could compete with them. 
Let’s face it. Americans act 
only In their own interest” 
That is a pattern that 


Is Russia becoming a banana republic? 


M. KAHIL 
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Russians are seeing, rightly 
or not, in a multitude of 
ways. 

Some of us thinly for 
example, that America is 
walking off with our best 
minds. Boris Burikin, a 
highly respected academi- 
cian, says American in- 
terests seem to moon off 
tiie cream. “Their grants 
are a pittance by American 
standards but huge by our 
own.” So onr best scientists 
are waiting in line to go. 

“In Russia, says Nikolai 
Krotov, head of a pub- 
lishing house in Moscow, 
“the pride factor is more 
important even than 
money.” He points to the 
touchy area of foreign poli- 
cy, tire Balkans in particu- 
lar. 

“Serbia was a traditional 
ally, like a brother. Yet 


now America is trying to 
enforce its own solution 
without consulting Russia. 
How would they feel If 
there was a conflict on the 
Mexican border and Russia 
stepped in without talking 
to America?” 

Even the dergy grumble. 
They suffered through the 
lean Communist years. 
Now American evangelists 
march in and step on their 
corns. The Billy Grahams 
can afford lavish media 
campaigns. They rent 
whole stadiums and plaster 
ads on subways and televi- 
sion. The Russian dergy 
can’t match those market- 
ing blitzes, and they are 
miffed. 

American foundations 
have become objects of 
suspicion. We hear that 
foundations are pouring in 


money. We are supposed to 
be grateful. But or dinar y 
people don’t see much of it, 
which suggests to them that 
it finds its way to some- 
body’s pocket — American 
or Russian, and probably 
someone close to the 
trough. 

All of this creates a situa- 
tion in which small slights 
become large Mows. Our 
veterans, for example, were 
deeply hurt that they were . 
left out of the D-Day 
celebrations. 

True, we were not direct- 
ly involved in the Norman- 
dy landings. But the veter- 
ans fee] that the United 
States was playing down 
their enormous sacrifices 
and their contribution to 
the Allied victory, which 
for many is their last source 
of dignity. They ask: We- 


Sarajevo gets rid of 
its Serbian street names 


By Dina Neretjjak 

Ageoce France Presse 
SARAJEVO — The 
Muslim-led government in 
Sarajevo is changing the 
street names in the Bosnian 
capital, following the 
fashion of other political 
'regimes in the region but 
confusing the citizens. 

The names of roads, 
bridges and schools being 
dumped commemorate fi- 
gures in Serbian history. 
They are anathema since 
the Serbs became the 
enemy following the break- 
up of the Yugoslav federa- 
tion. 

Among the most notable 
is the bridge named for 
Serb nationalist Gavrilo 
Pindp, whose assassination 
in Sarajevo by Austria’s 
Archduke Franz-Fe rdin an d 
in 1914 sparked off World 
War I. 

It has returned to its tra- 
ditional name of Latin 
Bridge. 

Cen tar and Old Town, 
two of four municipalities 
of the war-tom and divided 
city, have already com- 
pleted the renaming of 80 
per cent of their streets. 

These mostly Muslim- 


inhabited quarters followed 
the suggestions of a com- 
mission of Muslim writers 
and historians, in a move 
initiated by the city govern- 
ment in rmd-1993, said 23- 
jad Dzananovic, an official 
of the Cen tar municipality. 

Changes are expected 
“very soon” in the rest of 
Sarajevo, he said. 

Most of the names 
changed belong to figures 
and events from Serbian 
history, and had to be re- 
moved because “they in- 
spired the killing of the last 
two years,” Mr. Dzanano- 
vic claimed. 

"The main criterion was 
to bring back old names 
traditionally used, as well as 
names from Muslim history 
that have been previously 
neglected,” he added. 

The “old names” Mr. 
Dzananovic referred to pre- 
date the Communist period 
in Yugoslavia that began in 
1945, and now half of the 
renamed streets have them. 

The notorious “Sniper 
Alley," previously bearing 
the name of a Serb warrior, 
Vojvoda Putnik, is now the 
Street of the Dragon of 
Bosnia, which was a nick- 


name of a Muslim feudal 
leader. 

Faruk, a 65-year-old na- 
tive Sarajevan, said he was 
glad about some of the re- 
trieved names, but won- 
dered why "some perfectly 
agreeable names were 
changed for those of com- 
pletely anonymous peo- 
ple.” 

No debate was organised 
among citizens “because of 
the war conditions, but we 
had incessant calls from 
people who urged us to 
change the names." Mr. 
Dzananovic claimed. 

But most people woke up 
to find they had been given 
a new address overnight. 

Vildana, a 29-year-old 
Muslim, said she had been 
unworried by the fact that 
her street had been named 
after a Serb ruler, Neman- 
ja. 

“We were neither asked 
our opinion, nor informed 
that the change actually 
took place,” she said. 

The current Bosnian 
administration has been 
slower to rename streets 
than its counteiparts in 
Croatia and Serbia, or the 
various self-proclaimed 


mini-states formed since the 
beginning of the war in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

The Muslim-led govern- 
ment, supported by moder- 
ate Croats and Serbs, that 
was elected in 1990, did not 
undertake the job im- 
mediately, primarily be- 
cause it could not agree on 
what criterion to apply. 

But with the Muslims 
now dominant, the city gov- 
ernment is making up for 
lost time. 

However, Sarajevans 
think the newly prescribed 
names will cause much con- 
fusion. 

“Just imagine trying to 
figure out somebody’s 
address, or the feeling of 
refugees once they return to 
the city", Faruk said. 

The city government 
seems unworried. “People 
will get used to it once 
everything is introduced at 
full scale,’’ Mr. Dzananovic 
said. 

Faruk was sceptical: 
“When I finally memorise 
the new names, after half a 
lifetime, a new government 
will change them and HI 
have to stan again," he 
said. 


Peru electoral climate heating up 
but candidates missing 


By Mary Powers 

Rearer 

LIMA' — Peru’s electoral 
climate has begun to heat 
up as potential contenders 
stump in the Andean high- 
lands and shantytowns of 
the capital — the only thing 
that's missing are the offi- 
cial candidates. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
former United Nations 
secretary-general, virtually 
threw his hat into the ring 
for next April’s elections 
during a meeting last week 
in the sprawling shantytown 
of V31a el Salvador south oF 
the capital. 

“I am an independent 
candidate, I am indepen- 
dent, not only of parties but 
also of ideologies” he said 
after a week-long tour of 
Andean highland towns 

that began with his entry 
into Peru’s poorest region of 
Puno from neighbouring 
Bolivia. 

Hours after the Villa el 
Salvador rally, however, 
the 74-year-old diplomat 
issued a statement saying he 
was seriously considering a 
run for president but that 
he would not make a defini- 
tive decision until Sept. 23. 

For his part. President 


■ Alberto Fujimori has con- 
tinued an intense schedule 
of inaugurating schools and 
public works programmes, 
especially in poor Lima 
shantytowns where he often 
hands out calendars with his 
picture on h. 

Although the president 
has repeatedly hinted be 
will seek reelection, Mr. 
Fujimori has- said be was not 
likely to make a final deci- 
sion on his candidacy until a 
few days before the Oct. 9 
filing deadline. 

“Both would-be candi- 
dates are suffering from the 
Vargas Llosa syndrome,” 
said Manuel Torrado, head 
of the Datum International 
Group Sa Polling Firm. 

He was referring to 
novelist Mario Vargas Ilo- 
sa’s drawn-out president 
campaign for the 1990 vote, 

which ended in a stinging de- 
feat to President Alberto 
Fujimori. 

Mr. Torrado said Perez 
de Cuellar was waiting until 
the last minute to declare 
his candidacy to avoid los- 
ing political steam and 
sidestepping any compari- 
sons with Vargas Dosa, who 
never managed to lose an 
image as a white man in a 
predominantly indigenous 


and Mestizo nation. 

For this reason, Perez de 
Cuellar’s unexpected entry 
into Peru's political arena 
by way of the Andean high- 
lands was seen by most 

analysts in a positive light 
and even won the unlikely 
praise of Peru’s first lady 
Susana Higuchi. 

"His (Perez de Cuellar's) 
entry into the country has 
been beautiful and majes- 
tic,” she said in an inter- 
view on Sunday night. “It 
was a fabulous idea to come 
from the lake, repeating the 
same history of Manco 
Capac and Mama Ocllo.” 

According to Incan 
mythology, tiie founders of 
Rem’s most powerful pre- 
Colombian culture Manco 
Capac and Mama Ocllo 
emerged from Lake Titicaca 
near the Bolivian border 
until reaching the fertile 
sacred valley of Urabamaba 
and later Cuzco, which be- 
came the capita] of the In- 
can empire. 

Analysts, however, said 
that Perez de Cuellar’s for- 
mal air earned in the halls 
of international diplomacy 
contrasts sharply with Mr. 
Fujimori’s home-spun man- 
ner of communicating with 
tiie Peruvian public. 


Last week, in a typical 
appearance in the shanty- 
town of Santa CoJonia in 
the por of Callao. Mr. Fu- 
jimori rejected barbs from 
Perez de Cuellar about his 
possible use of public funds 
for political mileage in the 
runup to the campaign. 

“Tiie more they beat me, 
the harder I work," he told 
a cheering crowd, para- 
phrasing a popular saying 
about how wives in Peru's 
Andean highlands love for 
their husbands grows the 
more they ore beaten by 
them. 

But the usually-confident 
Mr. Fujimori has been vis- 
ibly affected by public state- 
ments by Mr. Higuchi, from 
whom he has been living 
apart since her public protest 
this month over an electoral 
law that bans her from 
seeking office and criticisms 
of his rale. 

Mr. Higuchi’s “general- 
ised and vague accusations" 
of corruption in Fujimori's 
government generate un- 
certainty and damage the 
country image abroad, the 
president said. 

Polls show that Mr. Fu- 
jimori, son of Japanese im- 
migrants, holds an advan- 
tage of about 20 percentage 


reu't we Allies, too? 

The older people are not 
happy that English is com- 
ing at them from all sides — 
advertisements, television 
shows, everything. They 
are deluged by third-rate 
terminator movies and 
soaps. And why, people 
ask, are we now bombarded 
with ads for cigarettes — 
something Americans 
themselves are fighting? 

There are signs that such 
annoyances are starting to 
feed an atmosphere of para- 
noia. While I was there, for 
example, the FBI director, 
Louis Freeh, was in Mos- 
cow to launch a joint attack 
on organised crime with the 
Russian police. But at least 
one television reporter saw 
a more sinister motive. Are 
the Yankees using the Rus- 
sian underground, he 


asked, as an excuse to 
worm their way into our law 
enforcement? ’ 

America respects only its 
own law, he continued. 
America docs whatever it 
warns. Look at what it did 
in Panama. Are we becom- 
ing a banana republic? 

There is even talk that 
America was pulling strings 
in the assault on the Rus- 
sian While House last fall 
by President Boris Yeltsin's 
forces. People noticed that 
CNN seemed to have con- 
sistently good camera 
angles, as if it knew what 
was coming, and that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton never 
actually denounced the un- 
constitutional attack. 

1 don’t want to overstate 
the case. Lots of contradic- 
tory currents are running 
through my country right 
now. For many of us. 
America is still the land of 
the dream. Personally, I 
think a lot of the gripiug is 
off the wall. 

But reason duct nut 
flourish when bfe goes from 
bad to worse. The growing 
annoyance is something 
that Americans should not 
write off. As they have seen 
in their own country, the 
negative in politics can be 
much more powerful than 
the positive. 

There is a big irony in 
this, of course. During the 
cold war, the bad feeling 
towards the United States 
came from the government. 
Now it is coming from (he 
grass roots. America used 
to be our scapegoat because 
it was our “enemy.” Now it 
is becoming one because it 
is our "friend." 

Tbe writer is a former re- 
porter for Tbe Mosci'w 
News and the author of 
“ Soul to Soul: The Story of 
a Black Russian American 
Family,’' This comment is re- 
printed from The New 
York Times. 



Secret truths from 
Stalin’s ‘Outlaw’ 


By Tania Teschke 
Agence France Presse 

MOSCOW — Ovid Gor- 
chakov, surrounded by the 
relics of his cold war career 
that adorn his modest Mos- 
cow apartment, imparted 
this first-hand observation: 
Josef Stalin was partially 
bald. 

As the late Soviet dicta- 
tor’s personal English- 
language translator and a 
top wartime spy. Mr. 
Gorchakov, 70, was privy 
for decades to secrets of the 
Kremlin elite. 

And after a life in the 

shadows, he has now begun 
to share some of them in a 
three-volume autobiogra- 
phy entitled "outlaw," part 
of which has already been 
published. 

"The first time I saw Sta- 
tin I was shocked," Mr. 
Gorchakov, a gold -medal 
Soviet laureate author, said 
in a recent interview. 

“We had always seen him 
as a towering man. But he 
was a shrimp! And he was 
no genius. Russia nearly 
lost the war because of Sta- 
lin. He was often crazy and 
believed everyone wanted 
to do away with him." 

Despite misgivings. Mr. 
Gorchakov, described in 
the Soviet Encyclopedia of 
World War II as one of the 
10 "most honoured" Soviet 
intelligence agents, worked 
with Stalin and later Nikita 
Krushchev during a 15-year 
post in the Kremlin. 

He was also the only one 
of the top 10 wartime spies 
to avoid execution, a fact 
Gorchakov attributed to his 
yourhfulness and impecc- 
able English learned during 
six years living in England 
and the United Stales as a 
child. 

“Stalin was always very 
suspicious of the Ame:- 
icans. He had a rule; to 
annihilate all those who had 
been in the West," Mr. 
Gorchakov said, adding 
that he was spared for his 
translation abilities. 

Gorchakov’s father, Ale- 
xander, a diplomat posted 
by Stalin to Washington in 
the early 1930s to canvas 
U.S. support for the fledg- 
ling Soviet Union, was not 
so lucky. 

He was branded by Stalin 
os a traitor and, along with 
Mr. Gorchakov's sister, 
Dolly, was consigned for 
neatly a decade to Inta. a 
Soviet labour camp in 
Siberia, and allowed to re- 
turn to Moscow only after 
Stalin's death. 

“That’s what makes me 
so bitter against Stalin... 
Stalin was an S.O.B.,” Mr. 


Josef Stalin 

Gorchakov remarked. 

“I was a witness to Sta 
lin’s List words, which were 
from a declaration lie read 
aloud. Something like, ‘we 
must be more energetic and 
fight for our gieat en- 
deavour. We must conquer 
America,’ and so on." 

"What else would he 
say... I was very glad when 
Stalin died, but of course I 
could not say so openly." 

Mr. Gorchakov, who 
spends his days writing 
memoirs, working on film 
and magazine projects and 
polishing a biography of his 
father, served as a spy in 
Poland and Germany dur- 
ing World War II. usually 
posing as an American or 
German. 

"People never saw the 
Russian in me.” he asserted 
proudly. 

He also served as a gov- 
ernment official in Seoul 

during the Korean war and, 
from 1975 to 1977. he 
travelled around the globe 
as a Soviet Olympic Com- 
mittee delegate. 

Mr. Gorchakov works at 
home, where he is comfort- 
ably surrounded by trophies 
of a career fraught with 
danger and intrigue, includ- 
ing swords from Japanese 
and Nazi soldiers, Olympic 
banners and photos of 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
and first Soviet cosmonaut 
Yuri Gagarin. 

He is currently negotiat- 
ing publication of the 
second and third volumes of 
“Outlaw" in Russia and the 
United States where he 
hopes to find a market for 
the detailed and vivid de- 
scriptions of his wartime 
assignments as a Soviet spy. 

For his past. Mr. Gorcha- 
kov has received numerous 
awards and decorations, in- 
cluding the Soviet Medal of 
the Red Star and the Gold 
Medal for Freedom of the 
Polish People, the highest 
honour bestowed by Poland 
on a foreigner. 

As for his future, Mr. 
Gorchakov has one aspira- 
tion: to tell the truth. 
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Jordanians likely to collect peace 

faster than Palestinians 



This is the Gist of a two part article that attempts to 
identify some of the impacts and consequences that 
would result from the assumption that Goal peace for 
the region has been achieved. 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Assuming that 
full and true peace is 
achieved, the benefits of 
peace in the region will come 

to Jordan at a pace fester 
than that envisaged for the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip,” Abdulla AI Malki told 
a gathering of personalities at 
the Orthodox Qob Saturday 
evening. 

Dr. Malki explained in his 
address, entitled “the eco- 
nomy and the peace,*' that 
the economic and social in- 
frastructure in Jordan was 
ready -whereas the ground is 
net prepared b the occupied 

territories. 

“The East Bank resembles 
a land ready for planting 
whereas the occupied terri- 
tories c.*e like a lend that still 
requires recitation before it 
becomes suitable for plant- 
ing," said Dr. Mails, a noted 
ecor.oir.ist. 

Dr. Mc5!a, who beads the 
Associate?, cf Banks in Jor- 
tnr. and is editor-in-chief of 
the Banks in Jordan maga- 
zine, said that economic con- 
ditions in the self-rule areas 
were cot affected by the poli- 
tical developments. 

“On the contrary,” he 
said, “certain ‘things, econo- 
mically, fell b?.zk in the self- 
ruJs arcus, suet as dosing or 


restricting the Israeli labour 
market to Gazans and the 
isolation of Jericho touristi- 
cally.” 

“Economically speaking, 
the occupation has not yet 
ended in the self-rule areas,” 
Dr. Malki stressed. 

Another factor which 
would determine the .emerg- 
ence of die Palestinian eco- 
nomy was, according to the 
lecturer, the extent of secur- 
ity and safety in die Palesti- 
nian lands. 

“The Palestinian- 
Palestinian peace is necessary 
for economic emergence m 
the occupied territories just 
as there is need for peace 
between Palestinians, Israelis 
and Arabs,” the lecturer 
pointed out. “Palestinian - 

Palestinian peace is not a 
foregone issue because inves- 
tors and observers take it into 
consideration regardless of 
whatever politicians say ab- 
out it,” he added. 

However, Dr. Malki 
cautioned that die peace be- 
nefits reaching Jordan at a 
much faster pace and bigger 
volume than the West Bank 
should not be a cause for 
rejoicing because of the link- 
age between the economies 
of Jordan and the occupied 
territories. 

The lecturer gave the fol- 
lowing three examples of 
szzch economic linkages; 



Abdalla Malki 

1) The more delay of an 
economic revival in Palesti- 
nian lands, tiie less demand 
for Jordanian products (ex- 
ports). 

2) The fester the economic 
conditions improve in the 
occupied lands, the 1 ms the 
fi nancial a«ktan«» that peo- 
ple living in Jordan send to 
their relatives (in the West 
Bank and Gaza) will be. Such 
a decrease in transfers would 
ease the burden on the Jorda- 
nian economy. 

3) A developing Palesti- 
nian economy might not only 
stop Palestinian labourers 
from seeking work in the 
Kingdom and help ease un- 
employment here but might 
also attract Jordanian labour 
to work in Palestinian terri-* 
tories. 

Dr. Malki also spoke of 


production elements, noting 
that peace would certainly 
ease the movement of these 
elements mcreasiiigly over 
the years. He specifically 
analysed the elements of 
labour, goods and capital in 
the production process. 

Labour market 

According to Dr. Malki, 
there are three markets on 
the labour front: the Israeli 
market, where the minimum 
wage is JD 700 a month, the 
Palestinian market where the 
wage is on average half that 
in kB »»i and the Jordanian 
market, where the average 
monthly pay is JD 150 or, 
approximately, half . the 
amount in the Palestinian 
market. 

Logically, labour move- 
ment in opai markets goes 
from the country with a low 
pay to the country with a 
higher pay. As such, initially, 
labour wiD move from the 
Jordanian market to the 
Palestinian market and from 
both of these markets to the 
Israeli labour market. 

It is a feet of the practical 
life that Palestinians go to the 
Israeli labour market. Dr. 
Malki said, but the hard fact 
is that tile Pales tinians will 
continue to do so until the 
Palestinian economy emerges 
.and creates hundreds of 
thousands of job6. 1 

Noting that such a poten- 
tial would only be achieved in 
the long-term. Dr. Malki 

(Continued on page 9) 


CsSonisfe® seeks revision of huge foreign deals 


COLOMBO (AT?) — Sri 
Larka’s new administration 
Sunday announced U was 
seeking the revision of mnlti- 
miliicn dollar contracts 
awarded io foreign firms by 
tlie last government, which 
Las been accused of locting 
the treasury. 

information Minister 
Dharmasfri Senanayake said 
the government bad already 
suspended deals worth nearly 
a billion dollars to assess the 
damage done to the eco- 
nomy, and warned that it 
may not be able to honour 
the contracts in full. 

“Since we warned every- 
body that they should not 
nidi into agreements with the 
former government, which 
was in a caretaker capacity 
just before the election, no 
one can say we did not tell 
them,” he said. 

“We need tune to examine 
the legal positions and seek a 
revision of the terms. We 
want to explain to our people 
what has happened. Because 
of tiie legal implications we 
may reluctantly pay only the 
nfiramum,” Mr. Senanayake 
told AFP. 

Prime Minister Chandrika 
Kmnaratunga put off the 
signing of an agreement due 


on Monday with the French- 
led European Airbus Indus- 
trie, and sought more time to 
probe tiie $750 milli on trans- 
action, a spokesman for the 
premier said. 

Sri Lanka was to boy seven 
brand new Airbus aircraft, 
but later scaled down the 
order to five planes out of 
which two A-320 models 
have already been delivered. 
The remaining three A-340’s 
were due to be dehverd next 
month and in February. 

Ms. Kmnaratunga — who 
is also finance minister — has 
said that about $440 million 
were missing from the treas- 
ury, and believes that the 
previous government went on 
a spending spree before the 
election earlier this month. 

The government also pat 
on hold a $37.5 million tele- 
communications contract 
awarded to a consortium in- 
volving the American firmAT 
and T and Japan's Marubeni 
Corporation, telecom- 
munications officials said. 

It said the contract was to 
set up a new cable network 
and exchanges in the capital 
Colombo, but there had been 
allegations that lower bids for 
the project had been ignored. 


A honied move to buy 
second hand arms and milit- 
ary equipment from Russia's 
Veontech state enterprise 
just before the Aug. 16 par- 
liamentary polls will also be 
probed. 

Mr. Senanayake said par- 
liament had not sanctioned 
payment for helicopters, 
transport planes, armoured 
personnel carriers and patrol 
craft from Russia. 

The first consignment of 
second-hand BMP One and 
Two model armo ure d per- 
sonnel carriers arrived here 
two days before the election. 

The new government is 
also moving to auction a fleet 
of luxury BMW seven series 
and Volvo 940 cars imported 
for former ministers just 
three months before their 
government was voted out. 

Political analysts said Ms. 
Kumaratunga’s People's 
Alliance government had to 
show it was committed to 
probing the financial transac- 
tions of the United National 
Party (UNP) regime. 

External Trade and Justice 
Minister G. L. Paris told 
reporters last week that up to 
40 per cent of money allo- 
cated for foreign-aided de- 


velopment projects ended op. 
in private pockets daring tiie 
UNFs 17-year reign. 

Mr. Penis said the govern- 
ment was seeking the coop- 
eration of Swiss banks to 
investigate black money held 
by co rrupt politicians from 
the previous administration. 

“Switzerland has the moft 
stringent banking' secrecy 
laws but -even then they 
cooperated with the Aquino 
regime to get bade to the 
Philippines the iU-gotten 
wealth which was spirited out 
# of tiie country,” Mr. Peiris 
'said adding that he expected 
Swiss banks to extend the 
same cooperation to Sri 
Lankan authorities. 

He was referring to the 
investigations against the late 
president of Philippines Fer- 
dinand Marcos, whose assets 
were seized by the govern- 
ment of President Corazon 
Aquino after protracted legal 
action. 

Ms. Knmaratunga’s gov- 
ernment is planning to set up 
an independent commission 
to probe bribery and corrup- 
tion with retrospective effect 
and action will be taken to 
acquire wealth stolen from 
the state. 
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Disparity in U.S. workforce widens 


JACKSON HOLE, Wyom- 
ing (R) — Even as the U.S. 
economic expansion con- 
tinues to create jobs, the 
disparity between those at 
the top and those that work 
at the lowest wage levels con- 
tinues to widen, officials say. 

The growing gap between 
the young and the old, the 
skilled and those without 
much formal training, minor- 
ities and others, is trouble- 
some to policymakers, who 
worry that America may be 
creating what amounts to two 
societies. 

“If something isn’t done, it 
will only get worse,” Labour 
Department chief economist 
Lawrence Katz said at a in- 
ternational meeting here 
sponsored.by the Kansas City 
Federal Reserve (Fed). 

The Clinton administra- 
tion, while enjoying relative- 
ly low -unemployment levels 
as the U.S. expansion has 
continued to create jobs, has 
attempted to address a prob- 
lem that has been growing for 
many years — that of long- 
term unemployed. 

The administration has 
proposed legislation i 
to deal with the feet that i 
numbers are finding them- 
selves sidelined for long 
periods by forces that many 
can do little about. 


“While cyclical and season- 
al unemployment still exists, 
tiie problem of structural un- 
employment has grown in im- 
portance as technol ogica l 
progress, corporate restruc- 
turing, the integration of the 
world economy, and defence 
downsizing have accelerated 
the pace of fundamental 
change,” Labour Secretary 
Robert Reich said recently. 

It was a theme that repe- 
atedly surfaced at the inter- 
national seminar as policy- 
makers puzzled over far- 
reaching changes in the glob- 
al economy, many of them 
^lpafifOTpatwi and with few 
certain answers. 

Central bankers, from Fed 
Chairman Alan Greenspan to 
Bundesbank President Hans 
Tietmeyer, generally agreed 
that about the worst thing 
they could do would be to 
torn their bade on inflation 
even if it brought short-term 
employment g«m<_ 

Mr. Greenspan said that 
while persistent hi gh unem- 
ployment was cosdy, a hercu- 
lean effort to stimulate the 
economy by rate cuts and 
government spending would 
amount to economic suicide. 

“Any tendency to seek a 
bit of micro policy relief by 
pushing on the outer limits of 


monetary policy risks longer- 
term financial instability,” 
Mr. Greenspan told the 
gathering. 

To an extent, the growing 
levels of poverty and long- 
term joblessness reflect the 
fact tiiat the pace of technolo- 
gical change has escalated 
with the cutting edge becom- 
ing commonplace with 
meteoric swiftness. 

Those who can’t keep up 
or are not weD prepared, 
falter, are left behind, and 
drop out. 

As Mr. Tietmeyer discus- 
sing Germany put it: “It is 
reflected among other things 
in the feet that high unem- 
ployment and substantially 
unsatisfied demand for 
labour coexist simultaneous- 
ly,’' he told the group. 

In the United States, the 
problem is far worse for the 
have nots although unem- 
ployment stood at a relatively 
reasonable 6.1 per cent in 
July. Ely contrast it is running 
at 8 -% per cent in Germany 
and around 11 per cent for 
Europe at large. 

Mr. Reich, for his part, 
says about half of the U.S. 
workforce is not well- 
prepared for the economy 
that it is supposed to be 
serving. 

But for former secretary of 


state George Shultz, this was 
only part of the problem. 

In remarks to the high- 
powered group of global offi- 
cials and economists, Mr. 
Shultz noted that at the very 
least, the people they had 
been talking about were in a 
system that they recognised. 

“It seems to me that our 
discussion has been largely 
about people, who while un- 
employed, are in a sense 
within a system and we 
understand the parameters of 
that system and we can argue 
about and work at it,” be told 
die group. 

But he said another econo- 
mic system — that he felt was 
growing — revolved around 
drugs and crime and no fami- 
ly attachments and gangs, 
and this would prove thre- 
atening to the major system if 
they were not addressed. 

“They’re unemployed in 
one sense but they're busy as 
all get out in another sense,” 
said Mr. Shultz. 

For others at the meeting, 
the gathering also seemed to 
lack a human face. “Unem- 
ployment has a devastating 
impact on people,” AFL- 
CIO research director Rudy 
Oswald observed. “It is being 
told by the system that *we 
don’t need yon’.” 


Iran expected to need $60b income 
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TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s Fi- 
nance Minister Morteza 
Mohammad Khan said Tran 
needed about $60 bflfioa in its 
second five-year economic 
plan, an Iranian newspaper 
reported Saturday. 

“Hard currency needs of 
the country were $107 billion 
in the first five year. plan but 
we would not be needing 
more than $60 billion in the 
second,” the Salam newspap- 
er quoted him as saying, 
ban's parliament is to ex- 
sd to discuss the second 
economic plans within 
the next two months. The 
first five-year plan ran out on 
March 20. 

Parliament, worried about 
the"" effect of ^inflation " and 
other economic hardship,, has 
delayed approval of the 
second plan drafted by tiie 
government in December. 

That draft envisaged 
annual economic growth of 
between 5.4 per cent based 
on total oil export revenue of 
$77.5 billion. 

Mr. Mohammad Khan said 
average annual income for 
the country was $15 billion 
and that each percentage 
variation in oil prices would 
affect Iran’s currently income 
by five per cent, the paper 
reported. 


He also said Iran increased 
its investment in develop- 
ment projects during the first 
five-year plan. 

Wheat and rice output 
have reached IT million ton- 
nes and one mini on tonnes 
respectively. Steel exports 
rose to 1.3 milli on tonnes and 
petrochemical capacity was 
put at 10 million tonnes. 

Unemployment figures fell 
to 10.20 percent in 1993 from 
15.1 percent since the begin- 
ning of Iran’s first five year 
plan in 1989, Mr. Moham- 
mad Khan said. 

Minister of Industry 
Mohammad Reza Nemat- 
zadeh was quoted by the 
Jahan Edam newspaper as 
saying thaf industrial invest- 
mpnts were about $17 billion 
in the first five-year plan. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Iran expects the 
vahie of its production of 
metals and other non-oil 
minerals to almost double in 
its second five-year economic 
plan. 

IRNA was reviewing offi- 
cial figures on file growth of 
the metals and mining sector 
daring Iran’s first five-year 
economic development plan, 
which ended in March of this 
year. 

“The report.. ..indicated 


that' the total value of the 
production of the mines and 
metals ministry was $11 bil- 
1km, while tiie figure is ex- 
pected to rise np to $20 bil- 
lion at the end of the second 
five-year plan,” the agency 
said. 

IRNA did not say what 
volume of metals and other 
minerals Iran expected to 
produce over the five years of 
the new plan, nor what price 
projections it was using to 


calculate the increase in their 
value. 

Iran earned a total of $1.4 
billion during the first five- 
year plan from the exports of 
metals and other minerals, 
chiefly iron ore, IRNA said. 

Iron ore production grew 
at an average of 27.7 per cent 
a year during the first five- 
year plan, passing tiie plan's 
target of 24.2 per cent a year 
laid down in the plan, IRNA 
said. 


Russia’s smallest 
coin to be withdrawn 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s smallest denomination coin, made 
worthless years ago by galloping inflation, is to be officially 
withdrawn 290 years after it was first introduced, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Sunday. 

A central bank official in St. Petersburg told TASS that all 
single kopek corns, worth one h undredth of a rouble, would be 
taken out of circulation in tbc city over the next two months. 

TASS did not say how long other parts of Russia would need 
to collect the coins, which will eventually be melted down. 

The copper kopek, officially worth just $0.00000.46, has long 
been of interest only to coin collectors. 

It fust came into circulation in 1704 as pari: of monetary 
reforms introduced by Tsar Peter The Great. It replaced the 
silver kopek, which Peter considered a waste of valuable 
metaL 

Soviet authorities main tamed the kopek, but reduced it in 
size ami made it from a cheaper alloy of zinc and copper. 

At the start of the century it was quite possible to live for a 
whole day on a kopek but by 1960 the com would buy only a 
box of matches or a glass of carbonated water. 

The kopek held its value during the last 30 years of Soviet 

role before it vanished from sight as market reforms triggered 

runaway inflation. - 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



PHARMACY 




“Does heartburn medicine also 
work for heartache?” 


Jumble not received 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 29, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL.TENDENCIES: Be 
more cooperative with associates 
for mutual gain as you avoid time 
wasters who don’t contribute to 
the over alL Study a new outlet 
that could open doors for you in 
the future. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
Find a new way of solving a 
difficult problem. Be more 
agreeable with a new acquaint- 
ance who could be helpful to you 

in your business. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Try not to be too forceful with 
others in order to gain your 
personal aims. Be more con- 
cerned with doing your tasks well 1 
and efficiently. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have excelleat ideas which 

fy for beSTresS^ade^p^a 
fair-weather friend and yon will 
have a good day. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Find best way to handle 
tasks winch you have committed 
yourself to and gain the respect 
of others yon have acquaintances 
with. 

IRO: (July 22 to August 21) Find 
out what is expected of you by 
associates and cooperate more 
with them. You hove creative 
ideas which need expression. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't get downhearted 

because you think you have too 


big a workload. This is a time to 

C morc effort into the tasks you 
5 to do. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Show more courtesy to 
others and gain their goodwill by 
being mare cooperative. Avoid 
one who is a time waster and is 
not productive. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Do. whatever will 
bring more harmony between 
yon and dose tics. Get rid of 
whatever is causing disharmony 
within your household. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Steer dear of 
situation which could bring trou- 
ble. You must exercise more 
patience in handKng a dvic mat- 
ter in a proper fashion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be more objective in 
business dealings and get better 
results. Look for ways to im- 
prove your financial status for 
the better. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You may be an- 
xious to gain a personal aim but 
don’t be forceful with others in 
to do so. Be sensible in 
is to be done. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your ambitions are fine but 
gain them tactfully and not force- 
“dly. Avoid one who is not 
th inkin g straight and with much 
knowledge. 


Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword * 


S*mu#l K. FUegnar 


ACROSS 
-1 Raceway 
Circuits 

S Minor-league 
dub 

9 Soiree of 
piaster? 

14 Hairdo 

15 Balm Irtgradwm 

16 Chopin opus 

17 Frame o< nund 

18 Iranian money 

19 Dynamite 
inventor 

20 Drawing power 

23 Frustrate 

24 WUa of Zeus 

25 555 

27 Matorieu 
aircraft 

32 Dweatng place 
36 Son a! Isaac 

39 Spanoh painter 

40 Mama. e.g. 

43 Capital of 
Yemen . 

44 a Turner 

45 Ascended 

46 Fall to follow 
sub 

48 Droop 
50 Burden 
53 Famous brKkm 
m Verves 
58 Michael 

Douglas/Otaim 
Ckne film 

63 Prize 

64 Dance 

65 Dame Myra 

66 Cosmetic 
67Uterary|ionesa 

68 Double cuve 
68 Entertainer Join 

70 Remainder 

71 Capital 

Down 

1 "Stance Of 
tiie — 

* ln &>* works 

3 Delegated 
substitute 

4 Gomqrreh-ji twin 
city 

5 Grain-shaped 
noodles 



.Sill aiaiiaa 







6 Others: Lbl 

7 Freshwater Ran 
BFree-for-afl 

8 Friantfy 

correspondent 

10 Sleep Hie — 

11 Country 
bumpkin 

12 Brainchild 

13 Vend 

21 Rra name in 
Cuba 

22 Have 

__ differences 

2® — Cruz 
28 Stravinsky 

28 Simpleton 

30 Peepers 

31 Respiratory 
sound 

M Prom a distance 

33 Adam — -** eg 

Family 

_ member SA 

38 Too badi 


Puol* Solved: 


nSRHR nnnn nt 
□tin nnnn nnni 

nnr.3H5 n GUPlRt 
pnnnnn nn^nm 
Gnrnin r 

nBn n ™H niinni ™ 

fionnnnnn nnnr 

nnnn 

nnnri nmnnnranr 

nnSS ranr 

nnr 


41 


Actress 
VsHhigo 
Thbumaturgy 
Fleece or rule 
chairman 
Arthur's lather 
Shoulder wrap 
One Muuteum 


55 Feudal lord 
58 Go — (embark) 

57 Baginning 

58 Passenger 
58 Truant 

60 tigntty drawn 

61 Jason's vessel 

62 Activist Para 











Ruanda] 


Iordan 


Cairo Amman Bank 
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Fordgo Exchange Market Summary 
(August 22- August 26, 1994 

AMMAS— pe dofl^ rose sfaarphr against other major 
canenoes «t.4e cod of hg week. & ended Z21 percent 

- ■ « — arntnef ftir marrlr 1 7 fi via * «-- -■ » _ 


T " — ;; o-- ua«jw vuncoocs 

Mwayi igww continued negative sentiment it 
ft also retreated on dednring U.S. Treasury bond prices, 
which fisTon^ concern over probable over supply after a 
Treasury ancnoii, winch was to be conducted fatter in die 
week- Tbe=doflar also lost ground after die Fed released a 
report showing increased demand for business ' /g>n * in die 
V S. TTg regort to p erceived by investors as an imScation 
of future inflationary pressures, and hence u_5> 

bond prices negatively, and in torn the dollar. 

TbcdoBa rrqse slightly gainst the maA Tuesday' It 
approbated during trading hours, on re sumpti on of U.S.- 
Japan trade talks, winch in di cat e d a desire by both to 
reach a trade agreement. Washington bad eanier threatened 

Japan, if no agreement was 

The dollar also rose after George Soros, a famous fund 
manager, red that the U.S. unit was not going to decline 

farth er. H owever, the dollar retreated later that day, in view 

of continued negative sentiment against it and profitt&Umg. 
It also retreated on a statement by Fred Bergsten, a famous 
American economist, who said that the Ui. unit will deefine 
to a new record level a gswrau the yen. 

The US. Quit appreciated a gainst other major c ur re n cies 
Wednesday, especially against the mark and yea. It rose in 
view of a sta t e me nt by the U.S. commerce secretary, who 
said that it isposrible to achieve progr ess in the U-S.^Iapan 
trade talks. This happened in yt* of an earlier remark by 
the secretary, in which be expressed the i mp o r t an ce of die 
automobile sector during trade tnlbt ana miM to for 
measurable results. 

The dollar cont inu ed its rise a gamat the yen Thursday, 
while declining against Eu rope an currencies.* It griraf 
ground against die yen after a statement by dre U.S. 
com me rce secretary, who expre ss e d hzs hope in a probable 
smart between the two parties to the ITS. -Japan trade 


winch happened after US. GDP growth was revised to 3.8 
per cent donna the second quarter of dns year. The 
perception was further enforced by the release of U.S. final 
sales showing a sfight rise of 1.4 per cent during the second 
quarter, c o mpar ed to a rise of 2*2 per cent during the first 
quarter of dns year. 

The perception that inflation is «tin under control in the 
U.S.-kd to increased demand for U.S. assets, winch 
triggered a rise in die dollar. The doQaraho rose on rumours 
that money funds bought dollars against theyen and rumours 
that big French banks sold mark futures. Furthermore, the 
dollar gained ground against die yen on c ontinu ed expecta- 
tions of a probable agreement in the U.S.-Japan trade taiw 
as well as on rumours that a famous in v es to r sold yen for 
dollars. 

The UJ5. unit, thus coded the week at 1.5745 marks, 
100.45 yen and at $1 .5310 to die pound sterling. 


Turkish businessmen vow 
to resume trade with Iraq 
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determined to re su me some 
form of bilateral trade de- 
spite the commumg U.N. 
emb arg o on Iraq. 

They said their patience 
was wearing out ‘with die 
Iraqi sanct ions , now in their 
fifth year, and vowed to exert 
u t m o st pit mure on the gov- 
ernment of their Prune 
Minster Tansu CSDer to find 
a way to revive their mice 
lucrative trade with Iraq. 

“The e m b arg o is on Tur- 
key. We are the main victims. 
We are the losers,” Getm 
Odnocu, general ■mager of 
a Turkish electrical engineer- 
mg company told Renters. 

The Iraqi government has 
rolled out a red-carpet wel- 
come for the d eleg a tion of 
about 70 bnanessmen and 15 
journalists. 

It is the hu g es t Turkish 
p o m in Baghdad since the 
u.N. damped a blanket 


“Our members will press- 
ure the (Ankara) government 
to find some way to start 
trade,” said Necati Arikan, 
member of the board of 
d ire ctor s of Istanbul Cham- 
ber of Industry. 

“Turkey has also been 
punished (by the embargo),” 

Turkey has been lobbying 
hard for an earing of the 
embargo, saying it has 
adversely affected business 
particularly ism so ut h east re- 
gkm inhabited mainly by a 
res tiv e Kurdish minority. 

But its efforts have bora 
little frnit so far with 
Washington determined to 
forestallany trade rapproche- 
ment. The United States 
headed the military coalition 
that evicted the Iraqis from 
Kuwait and leads the pro- 


Kuwait and leads the pro- 

U. N. d amped a blanket sanc tions lobby at the U.N. He said fab colleagues had ies have appeared 
embargo on Iraq for invading Ankara has failed to win made up their mind to supply in Iraqi markets. 


It has also been unable to 
resume supplying its southern 
neighbour with humanitarian 
commodities allowed under 
the stiff regime of U.N. trade 
sanctions m ret urn for Iraqi 
diesel. 

The businessmen said it 
was time their government 
moved quickly as Iraqi au- 
thorities were losing patience 
with Turkey’s unfulfilled 
pledges to resiane trade. 

One businessman said 
while Western countries were 
turning a Mind eye to Iraq's 
trade with Jordan and Iran, 
Turkey was b^ng prwMsd to 
adhere to the letter and spirit 
of the embargo. 

Mr. Arikan said Turkey 
was losing $2 btHion annually 
in threct trade with Iraq and 
another 52 billion in related 
businesses. 

He said fads colleagues had 
made up tbeir mind to supply 


trade. He cited agricultural 
and irrigation machinery, 
spare parts, repair of refiner- 
ies, crude oil production 
equipment and nuinn^iaiw 
of Iraq’s power grid. 

He said payment was not a 
problem as Iraq in the past 
proved to honour its debts. 

Other businessmen ac- 
cused the U.N. sanctions 
committee of giving preferen- 
tial treatment to Western 
firms when considering ap- 
plications for permitted ex- 
ports to Iran. 

Western firms usually get 
approval for whatever they 
ask for, while demands by 
Turkish companies are re- 
jected, one said. 

Contraband trade with 
Turkey has gained some 
momentum recently. Turkish 
tyres, spare parts and batter- 
ies have appeared mice spun 
in Iraqi markets. 
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Jorda ni a ns Hkely to collect peace dividends faster than Palestinians 


! Frank Franc 


I The U.S. unit appreciated against other major currencies 
Friday, especially against European currencies. It rose on 
perception that inflation is still under control in the U.S., 
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said: “(The trend of) going to 
the Israeli labour market 
would continue and would be 
a Palestinian desire, even a 
necessity. It could become a 
Palestinian strategy.” 

“ A Palestinian addiction to 
work in the Israeli economy 
has developed and, in ret ur n, 
though on a mare limited 
scale, there is an Israeli 
addiction on Palestinian 
labourers, ” he elaborated. 

Dr. MaDri said it would be 
expected that Jordanian 
labour moves to the Palesti- 
nian market once the eco- 
nomy there begins to gather 
momentum but, due to 
Israeli social and security 
considerations, there would 
not be Jordanian movement 
to the Israeli labour market, 
although it is not improbable 
pi the rfifftnn T future* 
“Within these three-party 
d im e nsio ns wages wfll rise bit 


by bit in foe Jordanian mar- 
ket to come dose to the 
wages in the Palestinian 
areas. Both will then 
approach the Israeli level of 
wages,” Dr. MaDri predicted. 
He highlighted, however, 
that all this would have very 
importan t consequences on 
pnees, cost of living and pro- 
duction costs in Jordan. 

Products and trade 

Dr. MaDri dfcmiwrf some 
concerns that Israeli goods 
would be flooding the 
Jordanian and Arab markets. 
He said that there was an 
exaggeration in such think- 
ing, pointing out that Israeli 
products were either of low 
quality or of high cost and 
mat they cannot substitute 
foreign products in Arab 
markets. 

“Given the gmiy efimate 
and 'conditions enjoyed by 
Israelis, such as marketing, 
financing, stability and free- 


dom, the Arab producer is 
well capable to compete with 
Israeli products,” Ee stres- 
sed. 

'They (Israelis) are fearful 
of competition from Jorda- 
nian products assumed to 
have lower costs because of 
low pay,” be added. 

The lecturer gave exam- 
ples, poiutfag lo the fcneS agri- 
cultural sector which requests 
protection from Palestinian 
produce and to Hebron-made 
shoes sweeping Israeli mar- 
kets and spreading concern 
among Israeli manufacturers. 

Capital 

The normal situation. Dr. 
Maliri said, was for capital to 
be freely transferred be- 
tween Jordan and the occu- 
pied territories because, 
otherwise, the integration 
ties between the Jordanian 
and Palestinian economies 
will be jnade difficult. 

However, he added, it 
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DISCOTHEQUE 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jmbal Amman 
Tel 63B212 

Air-coaditioned Lounge 
and OntDidc Terrace 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFF 
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SALAPS.. PIZZA.. SANWICHES 



Shmeasani - Opp. Grintflays 
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RESTAURANT 
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Time Out Bar ! ! 

Swcifiych - 8S3944 


S M A RTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 
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TELEPHONE : S15987 


SELECT HOTEL j^y 


ior Hotel Services for 
men & Families & its 
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Kurdi Stores 


Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 


would be difficult to imagine 
a situation where the Israeli 
capital moves freely to Arab 
countries because the Israeli 
economy itself docs not enjoy 
a climate of free money trans- 
fers. 

“There are heavy con- 
straints on hard currency 
movements in Israel while 
the case in Jordan is much 
more advanced,” Dr. Maliri 
said, noting that the dinar is a 
c w nr tr tibk currency whereas 
the shekel is not. 

As such, he cautioned that 
financing trade and other 
transactions between Jordan 
Israel and foe West Bank iu 
dinars would mean payment 
in hard currency while the 
financing in shekels would 
not.. 

"We don’t know to what 
extent the Israeli econo my 
would benefit from this gap 
but this payment system de- 
serves bring supervised and 
regulated,” Dr. MaDri said. 


Asians seek 
bigger share 
of Arab Gulf 
machinery 
market 

DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Japan and 
other Asian countries win 
seek to boost their share of 
the growing machinery mar- 
ket m the oQ-rich Arab Gulf 


show in Novem- 
ber. 

Japan, China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Malaysia and India 
will be among foe key partici- 
pants in the Nov. 26-29 ex- 
hibition of light and medium 
industrial machinery covering 
oil, construction, fanning, 
communication and other 
sectors, according to the 
organisers, AJ Fajr Informa- 
tion and Services. 

More than 200 companies 
from 22 countries will display 
tbeir products at the fair, 
which is staged every two 
years. 

Organisers said they ex- 
pected more than 10,000 
businessmen from foe Middle 
Bast and other countries to 
come to the exhibition at the 
Dubai World Trade Centre. 

“The exhibition constitutes 
an important opportunity for 
the patidpants to increase 
their sales to the region and 
present their latest technolo- 
gy in ths field,” a spokes- 
woman at A1 Fajr told AFP. 

“Large deals were struck 
during the past exhibitions 
and more are expected at the 
coming one. Some exhibition 
will try to find agents in the 


aiwan is the biggest Asian 
participant in the show, send- 
ing 34 companies. India has 
not confirmed foe number of 
its firms but it has reserved a 
large part of foe exhibition 
area, the spokeswoman said. 

Asian states are already 
strong commercial partners 
of the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC), the 
biggest consumer market in 
the Middle East. Its imports 
exceed $70 biBion a year. 

But many of them have 
bundled export drives to 
grab a bigger share of the 
market amid strong competi- 
tion from major indurtrial 
powers. 

Organisers said there was 
steady growth in the machin- 
ery market in the GCC, 
which groups Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, 
Qatar and foe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 



























10 


Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 199* 


COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

Jamaican hurdler tests positive; 

Vlad, Botev win weigh tliftin g golds 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
umbia (AP) — Jamaican 
hurdler Robert Foster, this 
season's NCAA indoor and 
outdoor titlist, Saturday be- 
came the second Common- 
wealth Gaines competitor is 
two days to be disqualified 
over drugs. 

The day after Ghanaian 
bantamweight boxer Godson 
Sawah was stripped of his 
bronze medal tor using a 
weight-losing diuretic 
furosemide, Foster, who 
finished sixth in the 110 hur- 
dles final, was sent home for 
using the banned stimulant 
ephcdrine. 

A Commonwealth Games 
Federation statement said 
Foster’s sixth place would be 
nullified. Details of the posi- 
tive test would be passed on 
to track’s world governing 
body, the 1AAF, who could 
further punish the hurdler. 

Foster has lived in the Un- 
ited States since he was 13 
and studies at Fresno Uni- 
versity, Calif. 

While it was shame for 
Foster, it was glory for 
another Jamaican hurdler, 
Michelle Freeman, who 
clocked 13.12 to win the 
women's 100 Saturday. 

In the weightlifting arena. 
Romanian-born former 
world and Olympic champion 
Nicu Vlad collected three 
gold medals on his first 
appearance at the Common- 
wealth Games but failed in 
his bid to set a world record. 

Now competing at 
heavyweight for Australia, 
30-year-old Vlad broke the 
Commonwealth mark with 
Us second lift with a snatch of 
186 kilos to clinch the gold 
medal. 

He then tried to become 
the first 108k competitor to 
lift 198 ltilos but had to drop 
the bar before getting it 


above his bead. 

Vlad, Olympic titlist in 
1984 and world champion in 
1986 and *90, then returned 
to easily win die dean and 
jerk with a lift of 220 kilos. 
The nearest to Um was 
Nigeria’s innocent CUka who 
lifted 200. 

Vlad also won the overall 
gold with Chika finishing 
second in all three and 
Gareth Hives of Wales, who 
once served a suspension for 
drug use, collecting bronze in 
all three. 

Only four lifters took part 
in the 108k category- South 
► Africa’s Maze Marais was the 
one to finish out of the med- 
als. 

Two-time world titlist Ste- 
fan Botev, a Bulgarian who 
now competes for Australia, 
won gold medals in the super- 
heavyweight (plus 1081c) 
dean and jerk and overall 
after fintdring second to Au- 
stralia’s Steven Kettner in die 
snatch. 

Botev was expected to go 
for a world record lift but was 
hampered by a thigh muscle 
injury. 

Canada’s Carole Roofilard 
overtook countrywomen 
Lizaime Bussieres at 40k to 
win the Commonwealth 
Gaines women’s marathon. 

Ronillard won the race in 2 
hours 30 minutes and 41 
seconds and Bussieres made 
it a 1-2 for die host nation by 
taking second, 26 seconds be- 
hind. England’s Yvonne 
Danson won the bronze in 
2:32.24. 

It other track finals, Au- 
stralian athletes won both die 
women’s long jump and high 
jump. 

Nicole Boegman leaped 
6.82 metres to win the long 
jump ahead of England’s 
Olnyinka Idown and Alison 
Inverarity’s games record 


1.94 metres gained her the 
high jump title ahead of 
South Africa’s Charmaine 
Weavers. 

Lameck Agutu won the 
men’s 10,000 metres by 9 JO 
■ seconds from Zimbabwe’s 
Tendai Chimasosa with Fack- 
son Nkandu of Zambia third. 
Agutu ran away from the 
field from the 6k mark to win 
in 28 minutes 38.22 seconds. 

Nefl Winter became the 
first Welshman to win a pole 
vault medal in a major inter- 
national meet when he 
climbed a modest 5.40 
metres. 

Favoured South African 
Okkert Brits, who has beaten 
world record holder Sergei 
Bnbka this season, mitered 
the c omp etition at 5 JO and 
missed all three atte mp ts at 
that height. 

“I feel very bad,” Brits 
said. “There was not a lot of 
pressure, but I really wanted 
to win the gold for South 
Africa. The Commonwealth 
Games was the most impor- 
tant meet of the year for me. 

“I feel so negative now that 
I just want to swat some- 
thing.’’ 

Malaysia, which hosts the 
games in Kuala Lumpur in 
1998, won its first gold med- 
als on the penultimate day in 
tiie badminton events. 

Rashid Sidek, the favoured 
playerd, overwhelmed coun- 
tryman Ewe Hock Ong, 15-6, 
154. Then soon Kit Cheah 
and Beng Kiang Soo downed 
England’s Simon Archer and 
Christopher Hunt 15-10, 15-9 
in the men’s doubles final. 

Australia’s lisa Campbell 
whipped Canada’s Si-An 
Deng 11-2, 11-5 to win die 
women’s singles. 

Kasumu Takahashi, who 
was born in Tokyo, fives in 
Los Angeles but competes 


for Australia, added four 
golds to the overall title she 
won Friday in rhythmic gym- 
nastics. Sbe triumphed Satur- 
day in the hoop, me ball, the 
dubs and the notion competi- 
tions. 

Twelve boxing finals also 
were staged Saturday with 
Canada winning four and 
Northern Ireland and Kenya 
each winning two. 

The host nation’s winners 
were Casey Patton (feath- 
erweight, 57k), Mike Strange 
(lightweight, 60k), Rowan 
Donaldson (middleweight, 
75k), Dale Brown (light- 
heavyweight, -81k). 

Kenya’s Hainan Ramadha- 
ni won the light-flyweight 
(48k) title and countryman 
Omsaar Ahmed triumphed at 
heavyweight (91k). 

Northern Ireland’s Jim 
Webb outpointed Bob Gasio 
of Western Samoa in foe tight 
middleweight (71 kilo) final. 

The Seychelles collected its 
first ever Commonwealth 
Games medal when rival 
Cadeau received one of the 
bronzes but team officials we- 
ren’t happy about the fact he 
did not fight for a place in the 
final. 

Cadeau, one of the 
favourities for gold, did not 


Webb because he thought it 
was scheduled for later m the 
day. His team’s protest that 
they weren’t told of the sche- 
duling change was throw n 
out. 

“It’s a sad story,” said 
Antonio Gopal, president of 
the Seychelles National 
Olympic Committee, said. 
“I'm very unhappy with die 
situation.” 

Northern Ireland’s Neil 
Sinclair won the welterweight 
final, outpointing Albert 
Erorooselc of Nigeria. 


Ronaldo 
scores on 
Dutch 
League 
debut 

AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Brazilian strikin' Ronaldo, 
the world’s most expensive 
teenager soccer player and 
hailed as the new Pele, 
scored on his Dutch League 
debut to help PSV Ein- 
dhoven to a 4-2 win at Vitesse 
Arnhem Sunday. 

Ronaldo, a member of 
Brazil’s World Cup-winning 
squad signed by PSV for $6 
mutton, scored the opening 
goal in the 10th minute of an 
excellent debut. But the 17- 
year-old was upstaged by 
another new reenrit, Belgian 
international Luc NQfis who 
scored twice. 

Dutch champions Ajax 
Amsterdam opened the cam- 
paign with a comfortable 3-1 
victory over RKC Waalwijk, 
but last season's runners-up 
Feyenoord Rotterdam had a 
miserable start with two in- 
ternationals sent off in a 1-1 
draw at Dordrecht *90. 

Feyenoord led through a 
21st-ummte goal by Dean 
Gone but cotdd not hold out 
after defenders John de Wolf 
and Ulrich van Gobbcl were 
dismissed in foe second half 
for serious fouls. 

Dordrecht equalised 
through Virgil Breetvdd in 
the 75th minute. 

Ajax had no problems in 
overcoming Waalwijk, taking 
a 3-0 lead with goals from 
Patrick Khrivert in foe 14th 
minute, captain Danny Blind 
seven mmnteK before half- 
time and 18-year-old de- 
butant Nonfin Woofer in the 
66th. 

Harry Decheiver managed 
a consolation goal for Waal- 
wijk in dm 76m minute. 

Volendam lead the table 
after the opening weekend 
courtesy of a 34) victory over 
Go Ahead Faglrfi. 


Mandela d rops out as 
IOC congress speaker 


# 


PARIS (R) — South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
has dropped out of this 
week’s centenary Olympic 
congress because of political 
(Y Mimitiiiftita at home, an 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) official said 
Sunday. 

Mandela’s decision means 
organisers of the $15-miIlion 
Paxis congress, the Olympic 
movement’s first such meet- 
ing for 13 years, have lost 
their three biggest names. 

A spokesman for French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand said last week that Mit- 
terrand would not be 
ing the congress, in 
world sports chiefs are due to 
debate the future of the 
games, despite IOC state- 
ments that be would do so. 

Instead, Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur will 
address Monday’s formal 
opening ceremony. 

Spanish tenor Placido 
Domingo, who was due to 
sing at the gradiose cere- 
mony, also withdrew — be- 
cause iris mother was sick, 
according to Olympic 
sources. 

IOC Director-General 
Francois Canard said Man- 
dela, whom he described as 
an “old friend” of the Olym- 
pic movement, had long 
warned the IOC that his par- 
liamentary schedule might 
prevent hnn roaring to Pans. 

“We left die matter open, 
but die latest news is that he 
will not be with ns,” Canard 
told a news c on fe r e n ce. 

Instead the IOC’s four 
keynote speakers on die four 
full days of congress from 
Tuesday to Friday wfil be 
French Environment Minis- 
ter Mkhel Banner, Former 
U.S. hurdler Ed Moses, 
French Sports Minister 
Michele AUiot-Marie and 
veteran marine explorer and 


For once, Graf not overwhelming favourite atU.S.Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — Forget 
the domination of Chris 
Evert, Martina Navratilova, 
Monica Seles and Steffi Graf 
in women's tennis. 

“Anyone can win die U.S. 
Open,” says Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario. 

In the 26 years since die 
beginning of the open era, six 
women have won 21 tides, 
led by Evert’s six and Navra- 
tilova’s four. Graf, Billie 
Jean King and Margaret 
Smith Court each won three 
times, Seles and Tracy Austin 
captured two crowns, virile 
Virginia Wade, Hana Man- 
dfikova and Gabriela Sabati- 
ni each wrote their name into 
the record books once. 

Of die 10 previons open 
era winners, only two — Graf 
and Sabatmi — are in this 
year’s 128-player field. Graf, 
the No. 1-ranked woman in 
the world, is lop-seeded and 


one of the favourites, while a 
second Sabatmi tide would 
be even more s u r prisin g than 
her first in 1990. 

Still, Graf is not die over- ^ 
whelming choice she has 
been in the past. This year, 
foe’s only won one Grand 
Slam tournament tide, the 
Australian Open. Sanchez 
Vicario won her second 
French Open title and her 
fellow Spaniard, Condrita, 
Martinez, took Wimbledon 
by beating Navratilova in the 
final. 

The last time the first three 
Grand Slam tournaments 
were won by three different 
players was in 1990, when 
Graf won die Australian, 
Seles die French and Navrati- 
lova Wimbledon. That was 
the year Sabatini captured 
the two-week tournament at 
the National Tennis Centre in 
Flushing Meadow. 


In three of the last four 
times the first three Grand 
Slam tournaments were won 
by different players, the 
fourt h went to yet another. 

In 1979, Kathy Jordan, 
Evert, Navratilova and Au- 
stin won the year’s top four 
tournaments. In 1981, Navra- 
tilova, Mandlikova, Evert 
and Anstin shared the 
wealth. 

In 1987, Mandlikova won 
the Australian and Graf the 
French Open before Navrati- 
lova took the final two: 
Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. 

“I drink it’s much more 


competition,” Sanchez Vicar- 

io said. “I drink it’s better to v ' rai 
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OFFICE OR CLINIC FOR RENT 


In a commercial building 

2 Baths , 


Kitchen 


5 rooms , entrance . 

2 Balconies , garage . 

Location : Jabal Amman , 3rd circle , Behind 
Y.W.CA Aqqadbldg. 


Please call : 673977 

9:30 AM - 1:30 'PAL. ana 3:30 P.M, - 5:30 P.*v1 


M a rketi n g M an a ge r. Requ i red 


Alahlia-Abela Superstore is looking for 
a dynamic Marketing Manager to 
handle all marketing and advertising 
activities. 

Ideal candidate has the following 
qualifications: 

- A graduate from a certified university. 

- Fluent in English and Arabic 

- Has dealt with retail promotion 
element: advertising , publicity, 
personal selling and sales promotion. 

- Knowledge of computer science is a 

must. 

I The person will have to prepare the 
strategic aspect .of retail promotions, 
objectives, budgeting and plans. 

Compensation will be commensurate 
with qualifications. 

Please present your CV to 
Miss Ghada Al-Werr 
or send it by Fax^ 88581 _ 


see more players win than 
just one as it was in the past 
“I drink it’s better to see 
more players win than just 
one as it was in the past 
“It’s changing. It’s much 
more interesting now to 
watch women’s temris, and 
the future will get even bet- 
ter.” 

While Graf has stumbled in 
the Grand Slam tournaments 
since capturing the Austra- 
lian in January, foe has not 
fallen far. 


“I don’t drink she's lost her 
confidence,” Sanchez Vicario 
said of Graf, whom she beat 
in the championship of 
the Canadian Open earlier 
tins month. "She’s only lost 
four matches this year. You 
stiH have to play your best to 
beat her. 

“Right now there’s a much 
better chance to beat her. 
The other players think 
there’s a possibility to beat 
her, but she’s not giving np. 
She’s playing very well at the 


moment.” 

The Canadian Open defeat 
was the first time Graf has 
suffered a ha rdconrt loss 
tins year, dropping her record 
on the surface to 32-1. It also 
snapped a 48-match bard- 
court winning streak for the 
German. Her last hardconrt 
loss came March 20, 1993, 
when Sanchez Vicario beat 
her in the Lipton final. 

“I don’t tbmk foe’s strag- 
ghng,” Sanchez Vicario said. 
“Our head-to-head record is 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

A group of companies operating in western Amman wish to employ 
an executive secretary with the following qualifications: 
-University education. 

- Fluent in English and fully capable of using computers. 

(Knowledge In French is preferable) 

-Office work and English and Arabic typing. 

- At least two to three years experience (as executive secretary) 
-Applications with a CV and photocopies of testimonials to be 
presented in person. 

Please call tel.: 686931 


23-7 for her. 

“We know each other real- 
ly weO because we play so 
many finals against each 
other. But every match is 
different. I surprised her in 
Montreal because I went to 
die net a lot and won a lot of 
points. I just tried to be 
aggressive.” 

One semifinal could be an 
aO-Spamsh affair if die seed- 
ings hold for both Sanchez 
Vicario, who opens against 
Linda Ferrando, and Mar- 
tinez, who will first face 
Veronika Martinek. 

“It’s great to see so many 
Spaniards doing so well,” 
Sanchez Vicario said. *Tm 
happy when other Spaniards 
are doing well — not only in 
tennis but in all foe sports.” 
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Business Lunc h 

A 'deal' worth considering ! 
Confirm it to yonr business partner ! 
You’ll add 'taste 4 to your invitation ! 


VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Three floors, 670 square' metres, • four stone- 
elevations, built on a dunum of land, surrounded by 
a wall and planted with trees. The villa consists of 6 
bedrooms with their bathrooms, and salons. Marj Al 
Hamam, Al Rawabi 

TeL 714781 





Luncheon Vouchers available al auUrarfWKf Hravwl Agents 
Ati « Reception : Complete Meal Including Drinks JD 10.000 

Cali TSrlM 816690- Sweifiyeh 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 4 bedrooms (one of which is a master 
bedroom), maid's room, 3 bathrooms, 130-square- 
metre area that includes salon, dining and sitting 
rooms, 3 balconies, terrace, garage, separate entr- 
ance, central heating with telephone. The total area 
is 320m 2 . 

Location: Umm Uthein'a. 

Please call teU 824789 


ecologist Jacques Cousteau. 

The congress begins with a 
day of celebrations across 
Paris, indudmg an Oxford 
versus Cambridge University 
boat race on the Seine and a 
tench and flag relay, before 
the actual opening ceremony 
in the Bercy Stadium in east- 
ern Paris. 

It was in Paris in 1894 that 
Baron Pierre de Conbertin 
saw his dream come true of 
reviving die Olympiads of 
ancient Greece. 

Joining Balladur at the 
podium will be IOC Presi- 
dent Juan Antonio. Samar- 
anch and Paris mayor Jac- 
ques Chirac — one of Balla- 
3ur*s possible rivals for next 
year’s presidential elections. 

Canard said the budget for 
the five-day congress and 
subsequent meetings of the 
IOC itself was 81 million 
French francs ($15.1 million) 
— and that was likely to be 
exceeded. 

The IOC itself is contribut- 
ing 31 million francs and its 
roonsors 10 nriQion francs. 
The French government and 
the city of Paris are paying 20 
millioa each to host the meet- 


tbe run-up to the con- 
gress, the IOCs 10 -member 
executive board has had 
weekend meetings with the 


nine cities bidding to host the 
2002 Winter Games. 

Salt Lake City, capital of 
the American state of Utah, 
is generally seen as die froat- 
runner ahead of Quebec 
Qty, Canada, the Swiss town 
of Sion, Graz, Austria, and 
Ostexsund in Sweden. 

Also bidding are the Rus- 
sian Black Sea resort of 
Sochi, Tarvisio in Italy, the 
Spanish town of Jaca, and 
Poprad of Slovakia. 

But Salt Lake Qty offi- 
cials, with three defeats be- 
hind them, have been keen to 
play down any notion they 
are the favourites, recalling 
only too well their narrow 
loss to Nagano, Japan, for 
the right to host 1998 Winter 
Games. 

An IOC evaluation com- 
mission will narrow the field 
down to four candidates in 
January and the 90 IOC 
members win make the final 
choice in Budapest next 
June. 

The executive board also 
heard reports from the orga- 
nisers of both the Atlanta 
Games in 1996 and those in 
Naga-io. Canard said both 
cities showed themselves to 
be making “substantial and 
satisfactory” progress in their 
preparations. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF / 

A TANNAH MRCCH 

C1«9S T«m IMta fcntaM. 

ANSWEBS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as Soolh 
you hold: ' 

•AQ8742 <?J 0A7 #KQ84 
Thr hilMmir lim nrncaadad: 
Southwest North East 
1* Paw X NT Paw 
T 

What do you Ud now? 

A. — With a minimum opening bid, 
you would rabid two spades to show 
your six -card suit- This band is con- 
siderably better than that and you 
should describe it by fiat rebkhhnf 
two dubs, intending to bid spades a 
second time at your next turn. 

Q.2 — 'Both'' vulnerable,' at South' 
yqa battfe . tv . ii : 

*63 7Q109642 0J43 *K6. 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1* Paw I NT Paw 

2* .Paw T 

What action do you take? 

A. — Your hand may not be worth 
nauch to partner at a spade contract 
should you taka a preference to that 
suit However, if partner has even 
h*o hearts, you might do quite well 
at a heart contract Bid two hearts. 

Q-3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•KlOfi <7Q42 OA10542 *04 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Bast 
Paw Paw 1 * Paw 

T 

What do you bid no*? 

A. — You cant afford to bid two 
diam o n d s — since you an a passed 
hand that is not Hosting and partner 


might pass, leaving the spade fit 
undiscovered. Although a raise to 
.two spadea does not_do this hand 
full justice, we feel it » the moat 
descripti ve bid. 

Q.4 — North-South vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AK 9109742 0QJ74 0A4 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
one chib. What action do you take? 
A. — What an ugly henri! Your 
prime values are in your short euita, 
but if you dont act now you might 
be faced with even more difficult 
problems later. Overall one heart. 

i iQA— A« South, vulnerable, you 

-7 hold: 

*41032 9Q932 0J92 *K7 
Partner opens the Kidding with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 
A. — You dont have the values for 
g ame , even if partner is nurriimim, 
and with your balanced hand 
then's no need to check on the pos- 
sibility of a 4-4 major-suit fit Pass. 

Q.6 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*A VQ«4 0AQJ853 *A58 
Your right-band opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What do 
you bid now? 

A. — It’s simply a matter of wheth- 
er you are pod enough to double 
first and then bid diamonds, or 
whether yon should content ywrx- 
self with a simple overall. We dont 
think you can make game, unless 
partner has enough to act volun- 
tarily, eo we would opt for the con- 
servative two diamonds. 



or more information Contact: 

861523 / 810523 


1. Furnished apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, living, dining and sitting area. Located at 
Stti Circle. 

2. 1st floor apartment, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, 
dining and sitting area. Located behind the Royal 
Automobile Club. 

T«L 862248 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A Jordanian consulting firm in Amman 
wants to hire a secretary with excellent 
command of computers and fluent in the 
English. 

Please send your CV by Aug. 31 with a 
personal photo to: 

P.O.Box 850183 
11185 Amman 
Jordan 


The Arab Center For Exhibitions, 

in cooperation with 

The British Embassy in Amman, 

organizes; 


The British Products Exhibition 


During the period 8-11 Nov. 1994. 
Location: intercontinental Jordan Hotel 
For more information: 

Please call; Tel. 643844 - Fax 687608 


# 


YHf 
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A1 Ahli capture under-18 
basketball championship 


By Afeen Bamtayan 

Spedal to the Jcffdan Tones 

AMMAN— Al Ahfi Satur- 
day secured their first bas- 
ketball title of the season 
when they retained the 
usder-18 trophy despite 
{rang 60-56 to Ai Jazireh 
who came in second. 

It was Al Ahli’s only 
defeat in the second round 
erf the competition in which 
eight teams took part. In 
another match, Al Ortho- 
doxi beat Al Abbas! 75-35 
and settled for third place 
m the championship orga- 
nised by the Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF). 

Al Jazizeh players had a 
hard task against Al AbH as 
they needed to win by 17 
points to clinch die trophy. 
Bat their 4-point win was 
nevertheless important for 
the team’s morale after sur- 
prisingly losing 56-54 to Al 
Orthodox! last week in a 
repeated match. 

Al Jazireh were leading 
AI Orthodox! 49-42 when 
electricity when out at die 
sports palace "Wednesday 
prompting JBF officials to 
repeat the match. Al 


Jazireh had wop their first 
round encounter 69-46. 

AI* Abbasi finished 
fourth after losing to Al 
Qrthodoxi and the rest of 
their second round matches 
71-63 (4B-29) to Al Jtmefa. 
and 77-50 (42-26) to Al 
AhK 

However Al Abbasi 
again proved that they are 
the newest face in top level 
competition. Though a 
second division dob with 
modest capabilities, they 
have made it to the final 
rounds of most age-group 
competition they have reg- 
istered to play. ' 

Al AhE, Al Orthodox! 
and Al Jazireh however 
still d ominate tfra g w m- and 
are the top contenders for 
the season's basketball ti- 
tles. 

Al Jazireh have so fax 
won the U-22 and U-14 
titles. Meanwhile, Al 
Orthodox! secured the U- 
16 competition and re- 
gained die women’s trophy 
after tittebotders Al Jamcn 
abruptly piffled out of die 
c h a mp i o nship last month/ 
citing technical irregular- 
ities and offhand approach 


by the JBF. 

In addition to the 
women’s fide last year, Al 
Jazireh also cfmcbcd the 
youth’s under-14 and 
underrI6 titles, wiffle their 
men's team finished third 
in die first division, and 
second in the nnder-19 
competition. 

Al Orthodoxi, who 
dominated the Kingdom’s 
basketball scene through- 
out the eighties are now 
aiming to strengthen their 
younger Uncap of players 
after losing toe first divi- 
sion championship to all- 
time rivals Al Ahfi m 1990, 
1992 and 1993. 

Al AbH*s main concern 
at the moment seems to be 
holding on to their first 
(fivson tide. Their men’s 
team recently returned 
from a tournament in 
Romania after scoring 
good resnlts against top 
teams. However their 
yo u nger age-group teams 
seem to be undergoing a 
transton period and even 
their women's team did not 
take part in the JBFs 
championship thk year. 


Leblanc wins men’s 
world road race title 


AGRIGENTO, Sicily (AP) 
— Loc Leblanc of France 
threw his cap into die air and 
raised his arms Sunday, cros- 
sing the finish line by himself 
as he won the men's profes- 
sional road race at die world 


: broke away in the 
bst kilometre as the road 
c&nbed up from the valley of 


Greek Temples and reached 
the finish hu e mw. wwuk 

ahead of Italy’s Claudio 
Qriappucci and countryman 
Richard Virenqne after a 
grueffing 25L75 kDometres 
(156.5 miles) in torrid weath- 
er. 

The 28-year-old from 
Limoges gave France its first 
men’s road tide since 1980 


VILLA FOR SALE 

Conasts of two floors. First floor consists of 3 
bedrooms, 2 large salons and sitting room, 3 
bathrooms and fitted kitchen. Private entrance with 
garden arid garage. 

Ground floor. 4 bedrooms, 2 large salons, sitting 
room, 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, large fitted kitchen, 
laundry room. maid’s room. Each floor has indepen- 
dent heafirig and phone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Sameer Ai Rifai Street 
Behind Foreign Ministry. 

Suitable for diplomats and embassies. 

- For more Information call 695066 


FOR RENT 

On yearly basis, a furnished villa in Tia’ Al ^Ali. 
American style, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 ' 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, 4 balconies, big 
garden. 

TeL 826979 


■lOUSE FOR RENT 

Size: 200 squ. metres, with 3 bedrooms & 3 
bathrooms. _ _ . 

Location: The 1 st floor of a building on Queen Zem 
Street in Amman, around one kilometre from the U.S. 
Embassy. 

Rent JD 6500 per year. 

House will be available by the end of August 1994. 

Call Mr. George Stiabo 
K Interested - TeL 824097 - Amman- 


FOR RENT 

.3*bedroom villa, master bedroom, indoor swimming 
pool, garage with automatic doors and play room, 
wide terrace with SaL dish system, two welttrained 
dogs. Living area: 400m 2 . Fully furnished with new 
lumiture (or unfurnished). . ...... 

Total ground area 1100m 2 within Alia Housing 

Complex. 

For Information call: Tel.: 715141, Fox: 71 4781 


Two Cars for Sale _ 

1 . Suzuki Vitara 1 990, duty unpaid, 
A/C & full options, dark blue colour. 

2. Ford Taurus 1989, duty unpaid, A/C 
& full options, Gold colour. 

if you are interested! please call 
on Tel: 606638 


Rhea Bernard Hinault won at 
Sallanches, completin g 19 
laps of the circuit in 6 boars, 
33 minutes, 54 seconds at an 
average speed of 38347 kpb 
(23.8 mph). 

Italy’s Massimo Ghirotto, 
the last cyclist to surrender to 
Leblanc’s derisive attack, 
finished fo u r th in the same 
time as Chiappacci and 
Virenqne. 

Russian Dmitry Konyshev 
was fifth, 15 seconds hrfimd. 

Denmark’s Rolf Sorensen 
edged defending champion 
Lance Armstrong of the Un- 
ited States for sixth place. 

Leblanc, who tamed pro- 
fessional in 1987, considering 
quitting two .years ago be- 
cause of his di sap po i nting re- 
sults. After his victory, he 
rashechto* embrace his- wife 
Maria. . .. - 

“My wife kept me going. I 
thank her for helping me to 
overcome the problem,” be 
sahL 


Makinen 
wins 1 ,000 
Lakes Rally 

JYVASKYLA, Finland (AP) 
— Tommi Makinen of Fin- 
land, driving a factory Ford 
Escort, won the 1,000 Lakes 
auto rally on his home tnrf 
Sunday, bat second placed 
Diffler Auriol of France bet- 
tered his chances for a first 
world tiria- 

Makmen, 30, finished file 
three-day, 522-kilometre 
(324-miie) event in four 
boms, 33 minutes and 44 
seconds, 22 seconds in front 
of Auriol and 1:04 ahead of 
third-place Subaru driver 
Carlos Sainz of Spain. 

The 36-year-old Auriol, 
driving a Toyota, stretched 
his lead in the world cham- 
pionship standings from three 
to six pomes as he held off 
Sainz during Sunday's seven 
stages in the battle for second 

place. 

Auriol also secured Toyota 
its second consecutive manu- 
facturers’ title. 

Anriiol will be the 
favourite for the next race in 
San Remo, Italy, Oct. 9-13, 
as be aims for the title after 
finishing in the top three each 
of the last four years. He 
placed second once and third 
twice for Lancia, and was 
third last year with Toyota. 
The rally season concludes 
with the British Race, Nov. 
19-23. 

Auriol tops the tfandwip s 
with 90 points. Sain» has 84 
and defending champoin 
Juba Kankkunen, of Finland 
74. 

To mmi Makinen, tutored 
by Kankkunen, became the 
first Finnish driver other than 
Kankkunen to win an event 
since 1989, when Pentti 
Airikkala won the RAC. 
Stepping in for Italian Mild 
Biasion. Belgium-based 
Makinen emphasised the 
great promise he has shown 
in recent yean. 

Sainz, a two-time world 
champion, was in an attack- 
ing position against Auriol 
Sunday morning, but an acci- 
dent him fn a ditch 

and cost 13 seconds over the 
first two stages. Three stages 
later the Spaniard conceded 
he had no chance to over- 
take. 

Home favourite Kank- 
kunen effectively lost the ral- 
ly during Friday’s second 
stage in a somersault that 
damaged his factory Toyota. 


An establishment owner is in need of a female 
teacher to teach him English. 

Please contact teL 681364. 

Mr. Sami or, P.CXBox 8953 Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1. BMW 850 CSI model 1993, full 
options. 

2. BMW 320 I model 1992, full op- 
tions. 

For more information please 
call tel.: 825276 
Elias Janakat Cars Exhibition 


Newly Furnished Apartment For Rent 


First floor flat separate entrance, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining, sitting, central heating, 
telephone, garage, nicety located at Um-Summaq, 
150m. north of Slndibad fuel station, Mecca Str. 
Suitable for Diplomatic Missions. 

CALL TEL. 821715 


PROFESSIONAL EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY NEEDED 

A professional executive qualified 
secretary with good command of En- 
glish is needed to a foreign company in 
Jordan. 

Please send CV to P.O.Box 5476, Amman 
or to Fax No. 816894 


Schumacher wins Belgian GP, 
strengthens hold on world title 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS. 
Belgium (AP) — Michael 
Schumacher of Germany 
strengthened his bold on the 
world championship Sunday, 
winning the Belgian Grand 
Prix ahead of challenger 
Damon Hill. 

It was his eighth victory in 
11 races. 

McLaren Peugeot driver 
Mflcka HaHanen of Finland 
took third place, of 

Schumachers Benetton Ford 
teammate Jos Verstappen. 
Hill’s WUfiams Renault team- 
mate David Coolthard was 
fifth. 

Schumacher, who took the 
lead on the first lap and only 
briefly gave it up for a pit 
stop, finished the 44-lap run 
on the 7.135 kilometre (4.433 
nffle) in one hour 28:33.508 
minutes, averaging 208.705 
kpb. 

Schumacher now leads the 
world title standings with 86 
points, a massive 35 points 
ahead of Hill with only five 
to go. A win earns 10 
>int*. Ferrari’s Gerhard 
is in third place with 
27 points. 

Hill won the Belgian 
Grand Prix last year, ahead 
of Schumacher. 

Schumacher’s win on Sun- 
day could give him a virtual 
clinch of the world title, if 
two outstanding rulings go in 
his favour. 

An appeal on a two-raoe 
suspenson for disregarding a 
black flag at the British 
Grand Prix will be heard in 
Paris Tuesday. It could keep 
Schumacher out of the up- 
coming Italian and Portu- 
guese Grand Prix races. 

On top of that, his Benet- 
ton team could still be penal- 
ised for an alleged infraction 



Michael Schumacher 

in the refueling procedures at 
the German Grand Prix. 

In contrast to Sunday’s 
bright weather, the weekend 
qualifying sessions were mar- 
red by rain. Brazil’s Rubens 
Barricbello stunned opposi- 
tion with daredevil driving, 
going ont on dry-weather 
tires on a damp track to g™ 
his first pole in just 25 Grand 
Pros. 

But Barricbello held on to 
the lead for less than a lap 
and was quickly passed by 
Schumacher. Toe German 
didn’t look bad:. He built up 
a 10-second lead over HID in 
just three laps and steadily 
built up on it. 

After the leading drivers 
came in for more fuel and 
new tires one-third through 


the race, Coolthard was 15 
seconds behind, with Hill a 
further four seconds back and 
struggling to keep pace. 

Schumacher, cheered on 
by thousands of Germans 
from just across the border, 
kept piling the fastest lap 
times. 

It seemed that all he bad to 
do was put his car on cruise 
control for another easy win 
when he made'an unexpected 
spin in the 18th lap. He came 
too high on the curb of a slow 
corner, spun 360 degrees, but 
immediately went on again, 
having lost only seven 
seconds of bis 25-sccohd 
lead. 

He regained his composure 
quickly but Coukhard slowly 
crept up to briefly rob him ci 
the lead in the 28th lap during 


a pjt stop 

Coulrha;J went lor new 
t::es lire !:ip iJtcr anJ found 
himself with only a Si* *wr,d 
gap w»t!: ’.fc:- filial lltird of the 
rave So go. 

C'w.WvuJ f.»vc up second 
place fo Mil! m :h^ ,»N:h l.;p 
and lost any chance of win- 
ning because of Technical 
problems 

Sciiunucbc: controlled the 
nice from there on to win his 
second Belgian Grand Prix 
here in three years. 

His win on the last Spa? 
Francorchuntps circuit also 
demons: rate. 2 the dominance 
of the Be ret ton Ford car. 
Two weeks ago, •; won on the 
5>low. :ec!!!i:cal circuit :.i 
ftecLipc!. 1 . for :he Hungarian 
Grand Fr.\ 


fj|j| Alahlia- Abela 
Superstore 









\ 


\ S 



/ffA/ceotfzgeeo/vp/vcfC/? 1 


A PROJECT OF ALAHALIA COMMERCIAL CENTERS P_S.C. 

Tel : 688471-688481-688491 
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Tel.: 634144 

Cinema . 

PillLAPELPHIA 


Kathleen 

undercover bu» 

Shows: 1130 . 330 , «:«. *»■ 10:30 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


TeL: 69923$ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


TeL: 677420 


\N 


Mahmoud Abed Al Aziz 


Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 6:15, fc30, Hfc30 


CONCOR D “1* 

MRS. DOUBTHRE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10-J0 

CONCORD THEATRE *2’ 

Soon...Rabi‘ Shehab In the com- 
edy: 

"What’s Right, Elewa?" 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

Cinema and Tbeatrv “ 


Presents the political comedy: 
Legal Evening Eotutainraant 

Starring: A beer Issd, Daoud Jaiajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Tel.: 675571 

NabD AI MasUni Thaatra 


Today & Everyday 
Abu^Awwad in social conwdy 

BAG” 


NaDil & Hisham 5 Te!.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

~ * The p!av 

WELCOME ARAS S Um&TT 

With D;rf:r.-as. 

Every Saturday Sundry and Mon- 
day 

* The p!a\ 

Salam Ya SaKans 


With Nader. - ; 

Evoiv VVetjner.dhy. Tii-i-.dav 

r’lC, 


and 
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mews m brie f I Egypt 

Hes quake hits Mascara region ti&htCOS 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A powerful earthquake reaching 4.1 
on the Richter scale hit Algeria’s Mascara region Sunday fi/\nn ki 
causing some da mag e, the research centre for astrophysics IjCLUi Ml V 

and geophysics said here. The temblor which struck at 





around 7:3C a.m. (0630 GMT) came 10 days after a quake 
measuring 5.6 on the open-ended Richter scale devastated 
the region, claiming 171 lives. More than 10,000 people 
w«e left homeless and 289 were injured. A quake on die 
nigritude of four can cause moderate damage. The 
research centre said houses which had already been 
damaged in the Aug. 18 quake collapsed. “People were 
gripped by great panic,” a radio report said earlier. The 
epicentre of the quake was in the Beni Chougrane 
mcur-j.sias v/hs r? *\j« earlier quake was also located. 

r ss fram Pakistan, China 

S 7 77 ' -- V minister was on his way 

l' • 1: ±! . I . ?.? Her visiting Pakistan and China 

i.: ~;r.. ?*' •. • diplomatic campaign to rally 

riVv' r - -7v "*■ 'p'j.*sg U.N. trade sanctions. Adel 
Frsirlra, e v' -7r the Iraqi embassy in Amman, 

rsis !-c')'r,r: i ' Tr> trip to Islamabad and Beijing 

*'.ere "r ir.:.:/- : i »fce worsening economic situation 

it: 2 a y ‘. • .':S ^r.ctions.” He decline^ to say 
iv i- t. . 1; any progress in his mission, which 

< vrc-J r.-. : _ : Security Council’s regular 60-day 

r ■-■■■;: v t .: - :■ scheduled for Sept. 18. • 

* .V ?• =* :v *.'■ i* .. . • v la yj. Sahara for polls 

RA5AT -T - ' — ..-srvers from the Organisation of 
.-.ficas V.n'ty jTV :ind ti>3 PoKsario front have arrived 
i;: ■■r. , .?jisrr c-'.i: -- : long-delayed setf-determination 

i sf? .ir.Cu:::, _ 7 . _ uras said. “Tne OAU and Folisario 

i: cJt: = - . . Lnayonn on Saturday for the launch 

c ? 'Jit iinudlc c . p-jrawoc aimed at registering voters in 
i.:a " n V.ii. spokeswoman told Reuters by 

(c'tsp'ionc fros: ... -.yon. "The last obstacles have been 
ovezeome.. 53: s ft :■ V.rties (Morocco and Polisario) are 
raw collabcr£t : ns h the U.N. for the registeration and 
*j-a *der;tific?.:k ; yrrsens eligible to vote,” she said. 
L3i*i<ilE iS :!’(0 -• ••- :own La the former Spanish colony 
where Polisario cuj- iilas have fought a long-running war 




RA5 AT -7i' — 

fa. ■•r/o-jicrr c-:i: -- 
i .ir.Cu:::, - 

c ? i-it c . :: . 

tC'.epiione fros: .. 
ovezeome-. 53: s ft 
now col la be :a try 
*j-a idsnri*c?.oi ; • 

iS L.iO . 

where Polisario ci: 
for self deierxirc. 

Egyp* jester- 

CAIRO (R) — 2^ 
a Nigerian mar. 
insulin injections 1 
said. Security cZ 
Egyptian pounds . 

Zmaauet Acc.ja. 
ITEM lie fr-JET. yls-. 
I -Nigeria. FJcv. r.=e.i 
prescription. r7.v 


;*yss3 a^sulin smuggler 

ipdan airport police on Sunday arrested 
Lried to smuggle out half-a-miliion 
u: vised in 12 suitcases, airport sources 
:!~L' said the haul, worth one milli on 
1 rf3."£>3\ was the biggest attempt to 
i ;- m .2zzs3s out of E^ypt. The man, 
, .'..'.‘id nshse hi had friends bought the 
-'Its ±at he planned to sell it in 
can be bought in Egypt without a 
f-.re srbsidised by the government. 


Pinnisli 8SP se-sks release of hostages 

HELSINKI (R) — /•_ Fmair.b member of parliament has 
gene to Tarisey r.cpaful ate ;; seeking freedom for two 


ware k idnapped bv lorces of the Kurdish Labour Party 
(r’KK) atarcadblccs is a largely Kurdish region. The PKK 
fe waging a goerzilia struggle against Turkish forces for an 
tmxpecdent Surcrri czute in die southeast. The deputy, 
Bjsrne Kaflp, a zsemfasr of die small F innish Christian 
League, left Knlssri on Saturday together with Petri 
KotakainezL, brother of one of tiw two mtssing tourists. Mr. 
Kadis’ wife Agncta said he phoned home from the town of 
Emarbalrir, optimistic of winning their freedom. “If every- 
thmg goes well, the boys will be released.. .be is hopeful,” 
ihs said by telephone. 

Kasftfs ftreat®^ So hit French interests 

PARIS (R) — A JlnrSsh separatist group threatened on 
Sc£sDday to (ut French interests in the Middle East in 
retaliation against as alleged French police crackdown on 
its members. Kurdish militants have accused police this 
vest of brutally breaking up a demonstration outside 
Paris’ Pompidou culture centre and holding nearly 200 
protesters for questioning. “Kurds who were protesti n g 
democratically against massacres in Kurdistan were 
shamefully attacked by French secu rity f orces,” the KunSs- 
las National Liberation Front (ERNK) said in a statement 
fared to Reuters. “By this action, France declares its 
hostility to the Kmtiish people,” it said. Paris police 
1 ‘^'rities have not provided details of the Kurdish 
ri.T.i Gyration. 

YJ&iifidec tolets prepare to leave Egypt 

C/ JLRO (R> — T r»c Spanish tourists wounded in a militant 
r. - - • ;•••*:*' • >« will leave Egypt on Sunday with 

C- ‘ . .^ry of theo son, who was lolled in 

f. • ' : consul said, lgnaoia Sanchez de 

L .- rr ■*a*sy was making arrang e me n ts 

. .:o\ras shot in the chest and is 

'« ' v.vnt, his wife, who was hurt in 

•• ' • • '.px: back to Spain. The Usans’ 

'.'d £ ki!5sd on Friday when nuHtants 
r i'us ;ust outside Nag Hammadi, 
- .-c ih of Cairo. 

■ . ::;:cnagering’ 

‘ :v-. r.b” authorities have roiashed a 

t..-; : for Iraq and arrested all its 

r**.- :: . . ::au. 2 newspaper reported Sunday. 

J-r.v. ::r . ^.r.s intelligence officials, said the 

r.ew ori: c«f "s? -:.i bombers” had been dismantled in 

rrr^ir-. 1 . . : sian during the past month. The 
ir^r- v - - s ansed to carry out bomb attacks in 

*’« country, it said without saying how 

r.srty I ac . :± The suspects “confessed to being 

v.r. r.*s*:c7 •- condcat terrorist activities ” 

riv r ^ Xurcfistan province, e^edaKy 
jrreos eiosc .r .-'• border, are regularly the scene of 

rlusfes be.ftVi.*:--. - -'ty forces and rebels of various 

opposition groi.:.-<. . ong the most active are the Demo- 
crr.tic Party X;r:'istan (DPIK) and the Iraq- 

based MajtTr::!: : country’s main aimed opposition 

group. Irar.ir-n ? ' . 'r have repeatedly accused Iraq of 
rtracRsne sa - " ’ 


?smh : ssenw- .:s -i-sath for Israeli agent* 

BAALBEK »?-) ~ Tne family of a Lebanese man 
s-jspectsd of israeli commandos kidnap Muslim 

militant leader Muaratsha A1 Dirani from his east Lebanon 
home last May caiie - c.n Sunday for his public execution for 
treason. “After confusing to his crime and his treason... 
we’re no longer the of he who sold himself, his 
family and fro.i»icnd to tha Jewish devil for a small price,” 
the Dirani cian sdd a statement in the eastern Lebanon 
town of Baslbek. “we decant all honourable people and 
r.tn!gg'ers to -vi'J ^food ar.d the blood of anyone whom 
investigation sr- •• ‘ fo the kidnapping ” added 

/lie statemcn*, r.. . vOwr.foLk by an official of the 

fsithfui Rcsistai.c- votip led by Dirani. Dirani and his 
followers formed -r: small group in 1988 after their 


in South Lebanon. The statement, which did not name the 
-msuected Israeli agent but said he was related to Diran i, 
added that the execution shouId f 4 ^=r^^ ‘^j^ 
Diram’s bouse. | H 


Combined agency dkpotdKi ! 
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EGYPT HAS tightened : 
security at hotels aim tourist , 
sites after militants warned ; 
foreigners to stay away from i 
a controversial U.N. popula- j 
tion conference eroected to j 
draw up between 15,000 and ! 
20,000 participants. 

Egypt’s main militant orga- j 
nuation, the Gamaa A1 lab- i 
miyah (Islamic Group), has | 
added a violent twist to the \ 

Islamist cam paign a oaiwst the 1 
conference, saying foreigners ! 
who take part will be risking i 
their lives. j 

UJNT. officials in Cairo re- ! 
fused to comment on the i 
warning. The International 
Conference on Population j 
and Development, organised j 
by the United Natrons, opens 1 
in Cairo on Sept. 5. 

Hoteliers said they had 
already stepped up security 
to cope with the influx of i 
delegates but had increased : 
their security staff after a 
militant attack on a tourist j 
bus killed a Spanish boy and 
wounded three Spaniards in , 
southern Egypt on Friday. 

White-uniformed police 
were deployed on street cor- 
ners outside five-star hotels 
and tourist sites, already 
packed by Arab and Western 
tourists who returned to 
Cairo in force after a fivc- 
month-dd lull in militant vio- ; 
lence. 

More plainclothes security 
men were stationed in lobbies 
of hotels to watch out for any 
suspicious elements. Guards 
were undergoing thorough 
checks of bags and suitcases. 

Hie hoteliers said police 
units provided by the interior 
ministry were dosely moni- 
toring entrances and exits of 
hotels. 

“There is maximum readi- ; 
ness for any emergency. Any- 
thing that you could think of 
security wise is available — 
metal detectors, electronic 
doors and very up-to-date 
equipment for sniffing (ex- 
plosives),” Wagdi A1 Qadi, I 
security manager at die five- 
star Mariott Hotel, fold Ren- I 
tiers. ] 

Another hotel manager 
who refused to give his name 
said: “We have already taken 
strict security measures and j 
extra staff.” 

Conservative Muslims 
have attacked the draft con- 
ference document, which 
takes a pragmatic approach 
towards issues such as abor- 
tion and extramarital and 
adolescent sex. 

Some of the more extreme 
critics say the conference is a 
bid either to cut the popula- 
tion growth in Islamic states 
or to promote “immoral and 
corrupt” liberal views on sex 
and family. 

In Castel Gandottb, Italy, 
Pope John Paul said he 
feared the conference would 
promote sexual relationships 
devoid of ethics and funny 
values. 

“I fear a certain tendency 
of the con f erence’s draft 
document to conceive sexual- 
ity in a manner that is too 
individualistic and does not 
give enough value to ... mar- 
riage" andT the Campy,” the 
pontiff said dining Ins weekly 
angehis message. 

Speaking to pilgrims at the 
papal sommer resort in the 
mus south of Rome, the 74- 
year-old Pope said the Cairo 
conference should promote 
responsible sexual rela- 
tionships in marriage. 

“It would be very grave if 
during the conference ... in- 
stead of aiming toward prom- 
oting a culture of reqminsible 
procreation participants 
would be content to accept or 
even favour sexuality that is 
devoid of ethical reference 
points,” he said. 

The Pope has made die 
co n fer e nce one of the tough- 
est battles of his reign and 
wants it expiidty to exdude 
abortion as a means ' of 
population control and to de- 
fend traditional family 
values. 

Iran said Sunday it would 
take part in the conference. 

Health Minister AHreza 
Marandi told the official Ira- 
nian news agency that Iran 
would participate to “be able 
to introduce its position on . 
the conference’s draft work- \ 
mg document and make sug- 
gestions for correcting parts 
of the pian.” 

He said parts of the action 
plan on population control 
were ‘ vague and j 

contained doable-meanings’" 
and had to be rectified. 

The authors of the docu- 
ment were “mainly Wester- 
ners and Western-educated* 
people whose moral ideas dif- 
fered" with those held in 
Islamic Iran, he said. 

See related story on page 2 




GUARD OF HONOR: Hb Majesty King Hussein accompa- to Jordan on 
nlesTuxldsh President SoWnumDenikdfiispectiBg a guard ’Alan) 
of honor at the outset of a brief visit the Turidsh leader paid 


Sunday (see page one) (photo by Yousef A1 


Arafat seeks dialogue with Hamas 


GAZA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Sunday he was 
frying to open talks with the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, which opposes 
his peace deal with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat, who has reined 
<n security chiefs keen to 
crack down on militants, told 
Reuters he was orchestrating 
contacts “at different levels" 
to bring Hamas oc board. 

He was speaking at his 
Gaza seaside headquarters 
hours before two Israelis kil- 
led fcy Hamas on Friday were 
due to be buried. 

The attack increases press- 
ure on Mr. Arafat to prove to 
Israel he can deliver on secur- 
ity before Palestinian author- 
ity is extended from the self- 
rule areas of Gaza and 
Jericho to the rest of the 
West Bank. 

To achieve this Mr. Arafat 
has shelved the military op- 
tion in favour of the political. 

Looking tired during the 
early morning interview, Mr. 
Arafat sought to play down 
the Hamas attack which 
Israel’s police drief called a 
test for future Israel-FLO 
security cooperation. Mr. 
Arafat said he thought the 
two Israelis were stabbed to 
death in a dispute with their 
Palestinian labourers. 

But Hamas, an implacable 
enemy of the Jewish state, 
called it a military operation 
to mark the six-month 


anniversary of the massacre 
of more than 30 Palestinians 
by a Jewish settler in a Heb- 
ron mosque. 

Israel said it expected the 
Palestinian authority to cap- 
ture and turn over to the 
Jewish state the militants who 
stabbed two Israelis to death 
Friday. 

“Our assump tion is that 
they will go after them and 
they will hand them over to 
cs,‘" Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s spokesman Oded 
Ben-Ami told Reuters. 

Israel: police cs Sunday 
conducted' vrida searches in- 
side frrael for Arab workers 
from the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank inside Israel without 
permits. Police told Reuters 
almost 200 Palestinians with- 
out permits bad so for been 
rounded up. 

Palestinian police chief 
Nassr Youssef said last week 
he could stop Hamas, attacks 
if be had a “political deci- 
sion” from the PLO to do so. 
But Mr. Arafat senses that 
Hamas afraid of being left 
behind while he bunds a 
Palestinian state, is realty to 
talk. 

“The dialogue is still in the 
be ginning ,” Mr. Arafat said 
shortly after dispatching an 
aide to a late-night meeting 
with Hamas officials. 

‘T have the right to open 
dialogue with the opposi- 
tion, Mr. Arafat said, liken- 
ing himself to Mr. Rabin wbo 
has sought to bring right-wing 


and religious parties in to his 
coalition. “So that they will 
accept the peace process. Ifs 
very important," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Asked if he had delected a 
chang e in Hamas, Mr. Arafat 
was very cautious. “Still we 
have to wait and see,” be 
said. 

An Islamic fundamentalist 
on Sunday joined a tempor- 
ary town council in Jericho, 
die first time hardliners have 
participated in an institution 
under Palestinian self-rule. 

Bat a local Muslim leader 
said the movement — had 
sot changed its position and 
would not join any “politic- 
al” institutions which consoli- 
dated self-rule. 

“Taking part in the town 
council is a national duty 
fulfilling the public interest 
and we make a complete, 
dear distinction between the 
rejected institutions of self- 
rule and service institutions,” 
said a statement issued in the 
name of the Islamic Move- 
ment in Jericho. 

Islamist Samir Joha joined 
11 other members of the new 
council, which will work to 
improve services in the 
Jericho self-rule area, home 
to about 20,000 people. 

Similar negotiations to 
bring Hamas supporters onto 
town councils m Gaza City 
and Nablus failed, and the 
councils were formed without 
any participation from mili- 
tants. 

Hamas is in a state of flux. 


debating internally whether 
to form a political party and 
seek influence through the 
ballot like its counterpart in 
Jordan, the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 

Hamas sources said the 
group,- which flourished dur- 
ing the Pales tinian uprising 
against Israel, was afraid of 
being marginalised. 

The sources confirmed 
contacts with the PLO were 
under way and said Hamas 
would stand in an election for 
a Palestinian parliament. 

“What is needed is a dia- 
logue that will not fail so it 
has to be carefully pre- 
pared,” Ismail Hanieh, a for- 
mer Hamas deportee and lec- 
turer at Gaza’s Islamic Uni- 
versity, told Reuters. 

“We need positive signals 
from the (Palestinian) au- 
thority that it is interested in 
talks with all who want to be 
involved in building the 
state," he said. 

“Hamas accepts r unning 
for legislative elections, 
assuming free elections will 
take place,” he added. 

Mr. Arafat said election 
would be free and assured 
Palestinians they could apply 
to the authority to form poli- 
tical parties. 

He blamed Israel for the 
delay in bolding elections for 
a body to run self-rule which 
he wanted as soon as posa- 
ble. Voting should have 
taken place last month but is 
now unlikely before the end 
of the year. 


Tourabi: Sudan 
tried to oust Carlos 


BONN (Agencies) — 
Sudanese Muslim leader Has- 
san A1 Tourabi was quoted 
on Saturday as saying his 
country had tried to kick out 
“Garios the -Jackal” before 
handing the guerrilla over to 
France for triaL 

The German news weekly 
Der Spiegel quoted Dr. 
Tourabi, thought to wield 
laxjge influence over Sudan’s 
military rulers, as saying Car- 
los bad lived in Khartoum for 
about a year before police 
discovered his true identity. 

“The first thing we did was 
demand that Carlos leave 
Sudan immediately because 
we want absolutely nothing 
to do with these kinds of dark 
figures and their backers,” 
Dr. Tourabi said. 

“After Carlos refused to 
leave Sudan — we bad de- 
manded that he go back 
where be had come from, we 
delivered him to France,” he 
said in an interview in early 
issues of the magazine due to 
hit newsstands on Monday. 

Carlos, linked to several 
bombing attacks in the 1970s 
and 1980s, was arrested in 
Sudan nearly two weeks ago 
and spirited to France where 
he is in a Paris jail awaiting 
trial. 

Dr. Tourabi said Carlos 
had flown into the country on 
a forged passport together 
with a woman. He claimed to 
be a businessman, he added. 

But he said Sudanese state 
security police bad disco-, 
vered Carlos' true identity 
without the help of Western 
agencies. 

“This man's almost pro- 
vocative lifestyle, ail the 
money he spent, made us 
suspicious. None of the busi- 
ness activities took place ’ha: 
he had given as h?s rsa-r, - '• 
enter, ” he said. 

“I don’t understand all the 
excitement: a terrorist suc- 
ceeded in fooling: our police 
for a while with false papers. 
In the name of Allah, that 
must happen in Germany or 
elsewhere in Europe much 
more often than here.” 


Dr. Tourabi, a Frenc- 
educated law professor who 
held key posts in past 
Sudanese governments since 
the 1970s, also denied news 
reports that Sudan had made 
a deal with France to trade 
Carlso for money or support. 

He has no official capacity 
in Sudan’s present govern- 
ment but be is known to have 
been behind the June 1989 
coup which brought Presi- 
dent Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir’s military junta to 
power, ousting an elected 
government. 

London’s Sunday Times 
said Carlos came to police 
attention after a fight with 
the son of a Sudanese mis- 
tress. 

In an interview the mis- 
tress, Zainab A1 Mahdi, said 
her 25-year-old son “didn’t 
like me seeing a foreign man” 
and started a scuffle inside 
ber up-market jewellezy shop 
in Khartoum with the man 
she knew as Abdullah. 

A crowd gathered and 
police were called, the paper 
reports. 

When they arrested Car- 
los, they found that although 
fee had a diplomatic passport 
he was not registered with the 
foreign ministry and reported 
him to the security services, 
wbo already had hnn under 
surveillance. 

“It was entirety my son’s 
fault,” said Ms. A1 Mahdi, a 
society woman in her late 
forties whose family is linked 
to the Sudanese opposition. 

The paper said that after 
the arrest, Carlos was held 
for three days while agents 
searched his flat and estab- 
lished his real identity as the 
vorld’s 2?05t-Y/erted man, 
?be French tip- 
oCf that tie was in Sudan. 

But it says that Ghazi Sale- 
haddin. political advisor to 
President Bashir, could not 
explain why it then took so 
long for Carlos to be handed 
over to the French, saying 
only that “we were unfamil- 
iar ’with international law. 1 * 


Ruling coalition 
wins Syrian polls 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria’s ruling coalition, the 
National Progressive Front 
(NPF), won the latest legisla- 
tive election comfortably as 
expected, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

The seven-party coalition, 
headed by President Hafez 
A1 Assad’s Baath Arab 
Socialist Party, won 167 of 
the 250 seats in the People’s 
Assembly, compared with 
166 in the 1990 elections. 

AH the NPF candidates 
were elected, taking 66.8 per 
cent of the seats. Others who 
were successful included Bas- 
sfl Dahdou, a member of die 
banned Syrian National So- 
cial Party, for the second 
time. 

Independent candidates 
won 83 seats and women 24, 
compared with 21 in 1990. 

In Damascus, 10 seats were 
won by industrialists and rich 
traders. 

But journalists, writers and 
actors who stood were shun- 
ned, except for author Col- 
ette Khoory, grand-daughter 
of a former prime minister, 
who “was reelected. 

The country’s 100,000 
strong Armenian population 
was given its own special 
representative for the first 
time, following the reserva- 
tion of a vacant seat at Alep- 
po two years ago at the re- 
quest of visiting Arm enian 
President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian, a native of the 
city. 

Almost 3.7 million people 
voted on Wednesday and 
Thursday, accounting for 
61.17 per cent of the electo- 
rate compared to 49.63 per 
cent in 1990, Interior Minis- 
j ter Mohammad Harba said 
late Saturday. 

"The poll was conducted 
according to a first-past-the- 
post system, the winning 
candidates being those gain- 
ing the most votes on a Kst. 

It was the sixth legislative 
election to be held since Mr. 
Assad came to power in a 
coup in 1970. 


Voters returned 92 mem- 
bers of the outgoing jiarlia- 
rnent, including Parliament 
Sepaker Abdul Kader Qad- 
doura and Prime Minister 
Mahmoud ZuTri. 

Analysts said the outcome 
indicated no major shift in 
policy. Candidates of the 
NPF won all five previous 
elections. 

The results showed most 
independent candidates, in- 
cluding wealthy businessmen 
who spent vast amounts of 
money on their campaigns, 
won the seats they had 
sought. 

Mr. Harba said the total 
number of eligible voters was 
7.3 million but this included 
Syrians living abroad and 
members of police and armed 
forces. 

The minister sail, that 
apart from polling violations 
in three centres, the process 
went smoothly and no vio- 
lence was reported in any of 
the 8,531 polling centres in 15 
districts in the country. 

He said officials running 
three polling centres in the 
capital Damascus had 
aUowed people below the age 
of 18 to vote and had let 
others vote without their own 
identification cards. He said 
they were detained and sent 
to court for trial. 

The minister said the num- 
ber of women in parliament 
increased to 24 from 21 in the 
previous assembly. 

elections were con- 
™«ed in an atmosphere of 
“fe. freedom and hones- 
ty, Mr. Harba said. 

“The turnout reflected the 
people’s belief in the large 
role that would be played bv 
Pfhamait a$ the highest leg- 
islative body in the country " 
be added. V 

A Z h * N ,f F groups Mr. 
Assad s Baath Party, the 

2 '!3 a 'T t bran- 

5**)’ f* Socialist Union, 
the Arab Socialists Party, the 
Unionist Socialist Party and 
the Unionist Socialist Demo- 
cratic Party. 


Britain bored 
with coverage of 
royai family 

LONDON (R) — Britons am 
bored with press coverage of 
the royal family’s troubles 
and still solidly support the 
monarchy, an opinion poll 
showed Sunday. The poll fa 
the Independent On Sunday 
newspaper said 80 per cent erf 
the 1,100 adults questioned 
said they were fed up with 
reading about the royals’ 
trials and tribulations winch 
regularly dominate (be front 
pages of British papers. Six- 
tv-six per cent of those ques- 
tioned said the monarchy 
should continue indefinitely. 
But more than half of those 
aged under 35 questioned fa 
the NOP poll said they had 
little or no respect for Queen 
Elizabeth and her family. Six- 
ty-eight per cent of the sam- 
ple said they think Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana 
should get a divorce. 

New accuser 
fingers Diana 
over hoax calls 

LONDON (AFP) — A for- 
mer friend of the Princess of 
Wales was quoted as saying 
that he too had received hoax 
telephone calls which he be- 
lieved could have been from 
her. The princess, estranged 
wife of the hfeir to the British 
throne, denied in a newspap- 
er interview last week that 
she had made anonymous 
hoax calls to another ac- 
quaintance, art dealer Oliver 
Hoare, after the weekly 
News Of The World alleged 
that they had come from her 
private number. The latest 
edition of the mass- 
circulation Sunday tabloid 
quoted James Hewitt, a for- 
mer riding instructor to the 
princess, as saying that a year 
ago, after he stopped seeing 
her, he received about 10 
mysterious calls over three 
weeks. “The phone would 
ring. I’d pick it up and say 


’hello, hello' but there was 
nothing at the other end,” he 
said. “It would always be me 
who put the phone down. 

The other person wouldn’t. 

“I thought it was a crank at 
first.” Mr. Hewitt, 35, whose 
relations with the princess * 
were the subject of press * 
controversy when he taught 
her to ride, said be thought 
she could have been responsi- 
ble. “I think that's probably 
been done before,” he said. 

Ted Turner to 
undergo cancer 
operation 

ATLANTA (R) — Televi- 
sion magnate Ted Turner was 
expected to undergo surgery 
for skin cancer Saturday,, a 

Turner Broadcasting System 

Inc, spokeswoman said Tur- 
ner, 55, had a minor cancer- 
ous growth on his Kp that 
would be removed in an 
Atlanta doctor’s office. He 
was not expected to require 
hospitalisation after the proc- 
edure. “It was just described 
as minor to me. The prog- 
nosis is for a complete recov- 
ery,” said Kitsie Riggall, a 
spokeswoman for Mr. Tur- 
ner’s cable-television empire, 
which includes Cable News 
Network, TBS superstation 
and Turner Network Televi- 
sion. Ms. Riggall declined all 
other comment. Mr. Turner 
was the keynote speaker 
Satiirday at a Georgia state 
university ceremony where, 
according to media reports, 
he told students and their ,m 
families he was leaving for * 
cancer surgery after speaking 
for less than five minutes. 

The media executive, who is 
married to actress Jane Fon- 
da, advised his audience to 
wear hats and use sun screen. 
Aside from being founder 
and chairman of TBS, Mr. 
Turner also is the owner of 
the Atlanta Braves baseball 
team and the National B#s* 
ketball Association's Atlanta 
Hawks. “I’m gome straight 
from here to a skin cancer 
operation.” Mr. Turner sad. 

‘The one piece of advice I 
can gjve you is put on suns- 
creen and wear a bat.” 

Pope ends holiday 

AOSTE VALLEY. Italy 
“7 p ope John Paul fl 
ended his holiday in the Iter 
nan Alps Saturday, fully rec- 
overed from the leg injury to 
suffered in April, his spokes- 
man said. Joacquin Navano*.. 
Vails said the pontiff had 
stopped physiotherapy sef* 
aons prescribed to bdp hi® 
recover from a fractured 
femur, suffered when he I 

while climbing out of h& 1 

bath. i 
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